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Vestry Making Progress

o bring everyone up to date on the progress the Vestry is making in our search
for a new rector: of the three candidates that were passed on to the Vestry by
the Transition Team, we have interviewed two with the third candidate's
interview scheduled for May 29th. This last candidate was originally scheduled to be
interviewed last Wednesday, the 16th, but we all remember what happened Tuesday night!
With the exception of last week's Act of God everything has gone very smoothly and
I have to credit the Transition Team with
the uniformly high quality of the candidates
that they handed off to the Vestry. The
Vestry will be meeting shortly after the
final interview to begin the discernment and
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit
hopefully be able to announce to the
congregation that a new rector has been
called.
Please keep us in your prayers as we
move forward.
Tom Calkins, Senior Warden

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

May 26
May 27

Wed
Thu

May 30
May 31

Sat
Sun

June 2
June 3

5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist

8:00 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
10:30 am
7:00 pm
5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist

8:00 am
10:00 am

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry Preached at Royal Wedding

T

he Royal family
experienced the joy and
love of the Presiding Bishop
Michael Curry at the Royal
Wedding of Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle, the Duke and
Duchess of Sussex, last
Saturday morning. Bishop
Curry preached a message on
the Power of Love, beginning
and ending his 13 minute
sermon with a passage from
the Song of Solomon 8:6-7 and
a quote from Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr.
"[Jesus] gave up his life, he
sacrificed his life for the good
of others, for the good of the other, for the well-being of the world, for us! That’s what love
is. Love is not selfish and self-centered. Love can be sacrificial. And in so doing, becomes
redemptive. And that way of unselfish, sacrificial, redemptive love, changes lives. And it
can change this world."
Bishop Michael Curry was invited by the Prince and Meghan and hosted by Archbishop
of Canterbury Justin Welby. Here is an interview with them the night before the wedding,
and here is another interview after the wedding ceremony talking about how the sermon was
received.

Trinity Sunday

T

his Sunday we celebrate "the one and equal glory" of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
"in Trinity of Persons and in Unity of Being" (BCP, p. 380). It is celebrated on the
first Sunday after Pentecost. Trinity Sunday is one of the seven principal feasts of the
church year (BCP, p. 15). The proper readings and collect for Trinity Sunday are
used only on the feast, not on the weekdays following. The numbered proper
which corresponds most closely to the date of Trinity Sunday is used (BCP, p.
228). The BCP also provides the proper "Of the Holy Trinity" for optional
use at other times, subject to the rules of the calendar of the church year
(see BCP, pp. 251, 927). The Hymnal 1982 presents ten hymns in a
section on The Holy Trinity (Hymns 362-371), including "Holy, holy,
holy! Lord God Almighty!" (Hymn 362), "Come, thou almighty
King" (Hymn 365), and "Holy Father, great Creator" (Hymn 368).
Celebration of Trinity Sunday was approved for the western church by
Pope John XXII in 1334. This feast is associated with Thomas Becket (c. 11181170), who was consecrated bishop on Trinity Sunday, 1162. His martyrdom may
have influenced the popularity of the feast in England and the custom of naming the
remaining Sundays of the church year "Sundays after Trinity." The Sarum Missal and
editions of the Prayer Book through the 1928 BCP named these Sundays the Sundays after
Trinity. The 1979 BCP identifies this portion of the church year as the season after
Pentecost, and names these Sundays the Sundays after Pentecost (see BCP, p. 32).
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Labonne's Receipts

K

eep on turning in your Labonne's receipts! Leslie Albrecht has been tallying the
receipts for too many years to count; at least since her son Scott was in Sunday
school. Betty Lou Bowles has been pitching in while Leslie and Blair are settling into their
new home in Heritage Village.
St. Paul's receives a small percentage of the total amount tallied which was designated for
Covenant to Care many years ago. The key to remember is Labonne's will only accept
receipts within three months from time of purchases. This means that the counter needs
them in a timely manner. You may place your receipts in the fishbowls
available in the Pearson Room, in the Covenant to Care mailbox in the hall at
the bottom of the stairs, or make other arrangements with Leslie or Betty
Lou.
Please get the receipts to church asap and thank you for continuing to
support this ministry or coming on board now that you know more about
this opportunity. Your support is appreciated and helps others in so many
ways.
- Kathy Baird
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“G

od sent this son into the
world not to
condemn the world but
to rescue
the world through him.” Are
you a part
of God’s rescue
team? A
faithful
follower cooperates with God
in bringing God’s dream to fruition.

Books for Children

W

ho doesn't enjoy a good book any time of the year? With the school summer
vacation fast approaching, some children will not have the opportunity to take out
books from their school library. New Haven and other communities found one solution is to
make quality reading material available all year long in places frequently visited by children.
They have provided weather proof book huts in parks. My grandson Theo and I
regularly fill the boxes at East Rock and Edgewood Avenue Parks. Of course some books
never make it there, if he and his little neighbors get to the bag first.
I have found that Southbury Training School has bag sales; there
were some there from Olivia Roome. Another good source in the
Southbury Library children's department where one can fill a bag for a
dollar. If you have any books that you would like to donate, please
call me at 203-264-7585 or baird001@charter.net to arrange for a
mutually convenient time and place for me to get them.
The selection of books in the boxes includes picture books,
beginning readers, Highlights toddler books, partially used workbooks
and coloring books, short chapter books, reading levels up through
middle school, and an occasional adult novel. From time to time I have
left crayons and pencils especially before school started or holidays.
My favorite memory is when a day care center with six toddlers
came to the park as Theo and I were unloading some books. They all
got out of their stroller to play. Theo thought nothing of getting a book,
climbing into a vacant seat in the six seat stroller, and looking at one of
the books. When it was time to go, the kids climbed back into the
stroller each with a book in hand as one day care provider stayed
behind to take several new books for later. What a great opportunity to
teach our little ones to get along with and to share with others.
- Kathy Baird
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W

ould you like to learn more about New Start Ministry and potential volunteer
opportunities? Please join us for another informational meeting on Monday June
4th, 5 pm. We will present an update on refugee
arrivals in our state, and explain how you could
help make an incredible difference in a family's
life. Please bring your friends!

Stewardship Reflection
“The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ…” – ROMANS
8:16-17

I

f we are heirs to the kingdom of God, shouldn’t we work to build up His
kingdom? Shouldn’t we be good stewards of our inheritance, using our
time in prayer, our talent in charitable works and our
treasure to care for the Church that God has left to us?
Our Church is a treasured heirloom from God. Do we
treat it that way?

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the
men’s group, an informal
gathering of
men, meets
for lunch at
the Charcoal
Chef. Please
join us next
week!
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F

or God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish,
but may have eternal life. If we believe in him, he will know
that by the lives we live, and the thanks we give for that (as
the 1928 BCP says) inestimable gift - and that’s what
stewardship is all about.

This Weekend’s Readings
“Holy, Holy, Holy …”
Isaiah 6:1-8
ur first reading is Isaiah’s vision of the Lord and his prophetic commission. The
earthly temple becomes an icon for the temple in heaven. Isaiah is purged of his
guilt and sin and responds to the Lord’s call. The church hears in the thrice-holy song of
the seraphim an anticipation of its praise of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Psalm 29
The majesty of God is described in the likeness of a mighty thunderstorm.
Romans 8:12-17
In this lesson we hear that if we follow our lower nature, we are enslaved and destined
to death, but when we are moved by God’s Spirit, we become God’s children and heirs
with Christ. The Spirit makes this experience possible by prompting our lips to call upon
God as Father with the Aramaic word (Abba) that Jesus used. This new relationship
means that we are no longer required to be led by baser instincts. Our heritage is life,
while we must also learn to share in Christ’s sufferings.
John 3:1-17
In our gospel story Nicodemus is a figure used by the evangelist to represent a type of
person who wants to believe but has difficultly understanding spiritual realities. Jesus
tells him that no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born anew through
water and the Spirit. The inner meaning of the passage partly turns on the fact that
“born anew” can also be
understood as “born from on
high,” and that the same Greek
word means both wind and
spirit. Jesus then tells
Nicodemus of the Son of Man
come down from heaven who
will be lifted up, both on the
cross to die for the world and
to return to heaven in glory.

O

6

7

8

Participating in the Services
Saturday, May 26th
5 pm
Usher
Lector
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
Jeff Leavenworth
Norma Leavenworth

Saturday, June 2nd
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner

Karen Nash, JoAnn Plunske
Sue Turner

Sunday, May 27th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Joan Wilson
Joan Wilson
Dory Holmes
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Usher
Duke Breon
Lectors
Betty Lou Bowles, Duke Breon
Chalicers Peter Bowles, Mieke Weggeman
Intercessor Susan Suhr
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Lois Zane
Eucharistic Visitors: Rich Baird,
Bonnie Leavenworth, Mieke Weggeman

Sunday, June 3rd
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Dick Leavenworth, Kathie Nichols
Beverly Deickler
Beverly Deickler
Dick Leavenworth

10:00 am
Ushers
Kathy Baird, Russ DePace
Lectors
Chris Jacques, Amy Williams
Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Amy Williams
Intercessor Kathy Baird
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer,
Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter
Eucharistic Visitors: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Peg Robinson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 27th
June 3rd
June 10th

-

Monie Munson / Mieke Weggeman
Kathy & Rich Baird
Sue & Marty Taylor

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.

St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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