
   

        E-Connections 
    

Pastor’s Corner: Opportunity 
 

D ear friends in Christ, 

This coming week, May 14, 15, and 16, I will be out of town.  It 

is Clergy Conference time.  Every year the clergy of the Episcopal 

Church in Connecticut gather for continuing education on timely 

topics.  This year's topic is "Christian Leadership Challenging White 

Supremacy."  The conference will take place in Mystic.  Our leader 

will be the Very Reverend Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, Dean of 

Episcopal Divinity School at Union and author of "Standing Your 

Ground: Black Bodies and the Justice of God."  We will begin our 

education with a tour of the 

Pequot Museum in 

Mashantucket.  

http://

www.pequotmuseum.org/

AboutTheMuseum.aspx 

I will check email from time to time, and Dave 

can phone me if there is an emergency.  And 

you have a seasoned pool of fellow parishioners 

who are practiced in pastoral care and prayer.  I 

will be carpooling, so my ability to get back to 

Woodbury will be difficult, to say the least.  

This is an opportunity to lean on one another.  I 

will be back in the office - God willing and the 

creek don't rise - on Thursday the 17th to 

prepare for the Feast of Pentecost which we will 

celebrate on Saturday and Sunday, May 19 and 20. 

Faithfully, Rev Lois 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat May 12 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun May 13 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 am Mother’s Day Breakfast 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Tue May 15 7:00 pm Vestry Meeting, Seabury Room 
Wed May 16 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Thu May 17 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House Church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat May 19 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun May 20 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

May 10, 2018 
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Food Collection Sunday - The third Sunday of each month we encourage 
everyone to bring in food donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

May 10th 
 

Ascension Day 

 

T he Feast of the Ascension of Jesus Christ is celebrated 40 days 

after Easter Day, marking the conclusion of Jesus’ post-

resurrection appearances and his ascension into heaven.  Although 

Ascension Day is on May 14 on this year’s liturgical calendar, many 

parishes will observe it on this Sunday. 

 Celebration of this holy day dates back at least to the late fourth 

century, and scriptural references to Jesus’ ascension occur in both The 

Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel of Mark: “So when they had come 

together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times 

or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.’  When he had said this, as they 

were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 

him out of their sight.  While he was going and they 

were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two 

men in white robes stood by them.  They 

said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 

looking up towards heaven?  This Jesus, 

who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in 

the same way as you saw him go into heaven’” (Acts 1: 

6-11, NRSV). 

 “So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to 

them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of 

God” (Mark 16:19, NRSV). 

 The Ascension of Jesus is also professed in the Apostles’ Creed and 

the Nicene Creed: “He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father” (Book of Common Prayer, pp.120, 358). 
 

Collect for Ascension Day 

A lmighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all 

heavens that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, 

according to his promise, he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

in glory everlasting.  Amen  (Book of Common Prayer, p. 226). 

Fifteenth-century illuminated manuscript 

depicting the Ascension of Christ (Image via 
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F orward Day by Day - The Forward Day by Day for May, June & 
July is now available in the pamphlet racks in the narthex and 

hallway to the parish hall.  Forward Day by Day contains a scripture 
verse and meditation for each day.  We have pocket size and large 
print versions in our racks. 

Happy Mother’s Day: Our Annual Mother's Day Breakfast is being held 
this Sunday between the two services.  Some of our Dad's are cooking up 
some delicious breakfast dishes and the 
kids will be on hand to serve your 
every need!  Please join us in 
celebration of our wonderful Mom's. 
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Busy Bags - "Busy Bags" for children to enjoy 
during the services are available 

in the narthex.  The intent, is 
for children to take home the 
pictures they colored in 
church, but to leave behind 
the coloring book, word 
search book, crayons, small 
stuffed animal, etc. in the 
bag for the next family that 
comes along.   

 

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held locally on Saturday May 19 from 8:30-11:30 AM at 

Christ Church in Roxbury, CT. 

For more information and to register follow this link. 

Bread Bakers - New bakers for our 
Saturday service are needed.  Please 
contact 
Mindy, Rev. 
Lois or the 
parish 
office for 
more info. 

“K eep them under your 

protection,” asks Jesus of 

God.  What’s he asking?  He’s asking God 

to care for us, to practice stewardship, with 

us.  How 

good are 

we at 

taking 

care? 

https://www.episcopalct.org/safe-church-training-option-2/
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Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the 
men’s group, an informal 

gathering of 
men, meets 
for lunch at 
the Charcoal 
Chef.  Please 
join us next 
week! 

W ould you like to learn more about New Start Ministry and potential volunteer 

opportunities?  Please join us for another informational meeting  on Monday May 

21st, 5 pm.  We will present an update on 

refugee arrivals in our state, and explain how you 

could help make an incredible difference in a 

family's life.  Please bring your friends!  

Stewardship Reflection 
 

 “Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God abides in him, and he in God.”     

 - JOHN 4:15 
 

H ow strong is your faith?  When you have an 

opportunity to either defend or clarify a 

question about our faith in Jesus, do you do it?  Or, 

do you remain silent so that others don’t think you are 

weird?  Pray for the courage to be strong in all 

circumstances and to share your witness with others. 
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

That Your Joy May Be Complete 
 

 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

I n this lesson we hear of the selection of Matthias to take Judas’s place as one of 
the twelve apostles.  Peter perceives that it is prophesied that an other should 

replace Judas, and lots are cast to select between two men who had been among the 
larger band of Jesus’ followers.  Matthias is chosen as one of the companions of Jesus 
who is able to witness to the resurrection. 

 Psalm 1 
The Lord makes fruitful those who choose the way of righteousness. 
 1 John 5:9-13 
In this lection disciples are bid to believe in the testimony that God has borne to 

Jesus, the Son of God.  They are to have confidence that their prayers are heard and 
that in the Son they have eternal life.  Elsewhere in this letter it is indicated that 
God’s witness to Jesus is especially made know through the experience of love, a love 
made manifest in Jesus.  Those who trust in Jesus as the Son of God realize this 
testimony within their own hearts.  Refusal to accept this witness means to lose the 
possibility of true life. 

 John 17:6-19 
In our gospel Jesus prays for his disciples shortly before his death, asking for their 

unity and sanctification in truth.  He prays that they may be protected in the Father’s 
name, this is, by God’s true character as it has been made known by Jesus.  Because of 

Jesus’ revelation to them, the 
disciples are set apart from 
disbelieving worldly society.  
Yet, in another important 
sense, they remain a part of this 
world and are consecrated to 
witness to the truth in it. 

 

P art of Acts 1 talks about the naming of a 

new Apostle to replace Judas.  The Disciples 

named two men who “went in and out among us,” 

and asked God, who knows all hearts, to assist them 

in their choice.  Suppose you were in that situation 

today.  What in your heart would tell God about 

your love and giving and service to Him? 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster7_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, May 12th 

5 pm 

Ushers  Marianne Daly, Thayer Daly Lehman 

Lectors  Pam Lehman, Matthew Daly Lehman 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, May 13th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Colin Harley, Dick Leavenworth 

Lector  Dick Leavenworth 

Chalicer Beverly Deickler 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lector  Ed Hord 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Lois Zane 

Intercessor Chris Jacques 

Acolytes Erica Dionne, Hannah Kimball 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitors: Rich Baird, Dory Holmes, 

Bonnie Leavenworth 

Saturday, May 19th 

5 pm 

Usher  Gaby Drews 

Lectors  Lis Blum, Karen Nash 

Chalicer Karen Nash 
 

Sunday, May 20th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Lynda Jones, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Isobel Moore 

Chalicer Bonnie Leavenworth 

Intercessor Dick Leavenworth 
 

10:00 am 

Usher  Russ DePace 

Lectors  Susan Suhr, Amy Williams 

Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Counter Ron Roberts 

Altar Guild:  Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman, 

Isobel Moore, Lois Zane 

Eucharistic Visitors: Lori Cook, Nancy Twinem 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

May 13th  - Barbara Elmore 
May 20th  - Heidi Szobota 
May 27th  - Monie M / Mieke W 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
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