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N

ext week, on Thursday, May 10, ten days before
the Feast of Pentecost, the Church celebrates the
Ascension of Our Lord to be seated at the right hand
of God. Ascension always falls 40 days after Easter
Day, in accordance with Luke 24:50-53, "Then he led
them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he
blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted from
them, and was carried up into heaven," and Acts 1:1-3,
"In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all
that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when
he was taken up, after he had given commandment
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many
proofs, appearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the
kingdom of God...And when he had said [these things] as they were
looking on he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight."
Acts was also written by Luke. The remaining days until the Sunday
of Pentecost can rightly be called Ascensiontide.
The Wednesday before is the Eve of the Ascension. The churches of
the Northwest Region of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut will
anticipate the feast with a vigil on the evening of May 9. A service of
Ascension Eve Choral Evensong will be hosted by Trinity Episcopal
Church, Torrington, Wednesday, May 9; 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm. Trinity is
located at 220 Prospect Street in Torrington.
For those who of you who would like to be in the choir for that
Evensong, Trinity choir will be welcoming singers from local
churches, and that means you! As well as those who wish simply to
worship and not be in the choir. The service will include hymns,
prayers, readings, Taize, poetry, candles, and incense. My husband,
Newlin, sings with the Trinity Choir and I will be joining him in the
choir that evening. I hope to see many of you there. Wednesday, May
9; 7:30 pm to 8:30 pm, Trinity Episcopal, Torrington. Peace be with
you all.
Faithfully,
RevLois Keen

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

May 5
May 6

Mon
Wed
Thu

May 7
May 9
May 10

Sat
Sun

May 12
May 13

5:00 pm

Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist

8:00 am
10:00 am
6:15 pm
12:00 pm
10:30 am
7:00 pm
5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Christian Yoga
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist

8:00 am
10:00 am

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

Busy Bags - "Busy Bags" for children
to enjoy during the services are
available in the narthex. The
intent, is for children to take
home the pictures they colored in
church, but to leave behind the
coloring book, word search
book, crayons, small stuffed
animal, etc. in the bag for the
next family that comes along.

“T

his is my
command to
you: You are to love
each other.” A faithful
follower takes up this
challenge on a daily
basis, knowing that it’s
not an easy thing, but
that this is what Jesus
asks of them.

Bread Bakers - New bakers for our
Saturday service are needed. Please
contact
Mindy, Rev.
Lois or the
parish office
for more
info.

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers
A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will
be held locally on Saturday May 19 from 8:30-11:30 AM at
Christ Church in Roxbury, CT.

For more information and to register follow this link.
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Mothers Day Memorials

M

other’s Day is May 13th. Anyone wishing to have flowers on the
altar in loving memory of a mother, please make your check payable
to St. Paul’s Church, with the name or names of those to be remembered on
the memo line. All memorials are due by Sunday, May 6th.

F

orward Day by Day - The Forward Day by Day for
May, June & July is now available in the pamphlet
racks in the narthex and hallway to the parish hall.
Forward Day by Day contains a scripture verse and
meditation for each day. We have pocket size and large
print versions in our racks.
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W

ould you like to learn more about New Start Ministry and potential volunteer
opportunities? Please join us for another informational meeting on Monday May
21st, 5 pm. We will present an update on
refugee arrivals in our state, and explain how you
could help make an incredible difference in a
family's life. Please bring your friends!

Stewardship Reflection
“This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No
one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends” - JOHN 15:12-13

D

o you love Jesus? Do you consider Him your friend?
Jesus says that if we love Him we would be willing
to offer whatever we have to Him, not because we want
praise and glory, but simply because we love Him. Does
your giving seem mechanical out of obligation or do you share
freely out of love?

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the
men’s group, an informal
gathering of
men, meets
for lunch at
the Charcoal
Chef. Please
join us next
week!
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F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of
each month we encourage everyone to bring in
food donations for the Woodbury Food
Bank. The food bank is not able
to accept items past their labeled
expiration date.
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“Y

ou did not choose me, but I chose you.” On a much
more trivial scale, can you remember the childlike
elation of being chosen for a team, for a part in a play, for a
special class project? Shouldn’t it be a natural and gladsome
thing, then, to love and serve the Holy One, the Creator of the
Universe, who first loved and chose you as special to Him?

This Weekend’s Readings
Abiding in Obedience
Acts 10:44-48
n our New Testament lesson Peter has gone to visit Cornelius, a Gentile and Roman
centurion, and has proclaimed to him the good news of Jesus, that all who believe in
Jesus will receive forgiveness of sins. Even as Peter is speaking, the Holy Spirit falls upon the
gathered and they extol God and speak in tongues, as had happened to Jewish disciples with
the arrival of the Spirit. The Jewish believers who had come with Peter are astounded that the
Spirit has fallen impartially also upon Gentiles, and Peter is persuaded that baptism must be
extended to these new believers.
Psalm 98
A song of thanksgiving and praise to the victorious Lord, who has made divine
righteousness known and shown faithfulness to the people of God.
1 John 5:1-6
In this lesson we hear that belief in Jesus as the Christ, together with love of all God’s
children, form the heart of the Christian faith. This faith is victorious over the world; that is,
over godless society. To love God means to obey God’s commandments, and the essence of
the commandments is the love of all who are of God, who was present in the world not only
through the water of his baptism but in the blood of his crucifixion.
John 15:9-17
In our gospel Jesus speaks of his great love for his disciples and calls upon them to show
this same love towards each other that has come to him from the Father. Jesus is talking with
his disciples shortly before his death, when he will be taken away from them. But this love has
now formed his
followers into a
new community
in relationship
with Jesus and
the Father.
They are no
longer servants
but friends.

I
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, May 5th
5 pm
Usher
Lector
Chalicer

Gaby Drews

JoAnn Plunske
Sue Turner

Saturday, May 12th
5 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicer

Marianne Daly, Thayer Daly Lehman
Pam Lehman, Matthew Daly Lehman
Gaby Drews

Sunday, May 5th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Dick Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Dory Holmes
Dick Leavenworth

10:00 am
Usher
Russ DePace
Lector
Betty Lou Bowles, Amy Williams
Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Amy Williams
Intercessor Chris Jacques
Acolyte
Owen Hale
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Eucharistic Visitors: Betty Lou Bowles,
Peg Robinson

Sunday, May 13th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Colin Harley, Dick Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth
Beverly Deickler
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Ushers
Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota
Lector
Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Lois Zane
Intercessor Chris Jacques
Acolytes
Erica Dionne, Hannah Kimball
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Eucharistic Visitors: Rich Baird, Dory Holmes,
Bonnie Leavenworth

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 6th
May 13th
May 20th

-

Erin Pscoe
Barbara Elmore
Heidi Szobota

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.

St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
8

9

10

