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Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back,
Guiltie of dust and sinne.
But quick-ey'd Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
If I lack'd any thing.
A guest, I answer'd, worthy to be here:
Love said, You shall be he.
I the unkinde, ungratefull? Ah my deare,
I cannot look on thee.
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
Who made the eyes but I?
Truth Lord, but I have marr'd them: let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.
And know you not, sayes Love, who bore the blame?
My deare, then I will serve.
You must sit down, sayes Love, and taste my meat:
So I did sit and eat.
The archaic spelling is Herbert's. The
sentiment, the theology that we, the
unworthy, are God's guests at the feast, is
eternal. This will be the place from which
we begin the Instructed Eucharist in place
of the sermon at all the services this
weekend.
Along similar lines, you have been invited,
under the auspices of my membership in
the Society of the Companions of the Holy
Cross, to consider a musical workshop on
Saturday, May 19 from 9 am to 3 pm at Saint Paul's in Southington. The workshop
is led by Ana Hernandez, a composer/arranger, author, and mischief maker who
works with people to create beautiful liturgies in many different styles, from early
music to contemplative, to drummy and participatory.
The workshop is called "All the Tunes You Can Eat: A Musical workshop for those
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who love to sing in church and for those who think they can't." The cost is $20
including lunch, $10 if you bring your own lunch. I'm going. Hope to see some of
you there, too.
How to Purchase/Sign-up for Tickets:
1. Eventbrite: Go to the following link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/all-the-tunesyou-can-eat-tickets-44117202741?aff=es2 You will be charged a small fee for
using this service if you chose a ticket that has a fee. You must use a credit card.
2. E-mail to events@stpaulepiscopalsouthington.org. Please include the type of
ticket you would like to purchase. The organizers will accept
your request. If you choose a fee-based ticket, you can
mail a check or cash to: St. Paul’s Episcopal Church,
145 Main St., Southington, CT 06489. Or you
can drop a check or cash off at the church.
3. In Church: Buy/Sign-up for a ticket at the
church following each Sunday service. Pay with
cash or check if necessary.
4. Mail: Mail your request and any needed
money to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 145 Main
St., Southington, CT 06489
The Reverend Lois Keen
959 Litchfield Street
Torrington, CT 06790
203-788-0630
Recently we had our organ repaired and tuned up. As part
of our on-going maintenance of this
expensive instrument, we need to keep the
fans on 24-7 in order to maintain a constant
environment. We appreciate the
conservation efforts of whoever has been
turning the fans off, however, long-term , by
keeping the fans on it will save us money.
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Holy Eucharist
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10:00 am
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Christian Yoga
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House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist
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10:00 am

Holy Eucharist
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Mothers Day Memorials

M

other’s Day is May 13th. Anyone wishing to have flowers on the
altar in loving memory of a mother, please make your check payable
to St. Paul’s Church, with the name or names of those to be remembered on
the memo line. All memorials are due by Sunday, May 6th.

Busy Bags - Recently we’ve been offering "Busy Bags" for children to enjoy during
the services. The intent, as posted on the bag holder, was for children to take home
the pictures they colored in church, but to leave behind the coloring book, word
search book, crayons, small stuffed animal, etc. in the bag. Currently, two green
bags remain in the entry way to the church. If your child, friend, relative took a
bag home, please consider having him/her return it. In the meantime, hopefully
the children enjoyed the activities in the bags both during church and at home.
Also, if someone has a coat rack,
preferably child sized, please
contact the church office as this
is needed to replaced the one
that held the bags.

F

orward Day by Day - The
Forward Day by Day for
May, June & July is now
available in the pamphlet racks
in the narthex and hallway to
the parish hall. Forward Day by
Day contains a scripture verse
and meditation for each day.
We have pocket size and large
print versions in our racks.
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This Date on the Church Calendar
Tuesday, May 1st

St. Philip & St. James, Apostles

T

he two apostles commemorated on this day are among those
about whom little is known, except for their mention in the
Gospels. James the Less is so called to distinguish him from James
the son of Zebedee and from James “the brother of the Lord,” or
perhaps to indicate youth or lack of stature. He is known to us from
the list of the Twelve, where he is called James the son of Alpheus.
He may also be the person referred to in Mark’s Gospel as James the
younger, who, with his mother Mary and the other women, watched
the crucifixion from a distance.
hilip figures in several important incidents in Jesus’ ministry as reported in John’s
Gospel. There we read that Jesus called Philip soon after calling Andrew and Peter.
Philip, in turn, found his friend Nathanael, and convinced him to come and see Jesus, the
Messiah. Later, when Jesus saw the hungry crowd, he asked Philip,
“How are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” (John 6:5).
Philip’s practical response, “Two hundred denarii would not buy
enough bread for each of them to get a little” (John 6:7), was the
prelude to the feeding of the multitude with the loaves and fishes. In
a later incident in John’s Gospel, some Greeks came to Philip asking
to see Jesus. At the Last Supper, Philip’s request, “Lord, show us the
Father, and we shall be satisfied,” evokes the response, “Have I been
with you so long, and yet you do not know me, Philip? He who has
seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:8, 9).

P

J

esus is “the true vine.” Branches
wanting to produce fruit need to stay
firmly attached to him.
The faithful
follower
produces
much fruit
by
remaining attached to
this vine.

Bread Bakers - New bakers for our
Saturday service are needed. Please
contact
Mindy, Rev.
Lois or the
parish office
for more
info.

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers
A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will
be held on Thursday, 4/26 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ
Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT.

For more
information and
to register follow
this link.
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It will also be offered on Saturday May 19 from 8:30-11:30
AM at Christ Church in Roxbury, CT

W

ould you like to learn more about New Start Ministry and potential volunteer
opportunities? Please join us for another informational meeting on Monday May
21st, 5 pm. We will present an update on
refugee arrivals in our state, and explain how you
could help make an incredible difference in a
family's life. Please bring your friends!

Stewardship Reflection
“Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.”

- 1 JOHN 3:18

R

egarding your Christian faith, do you “walk the talk?” Do your
actions reflect what it means to be a good disciple? Are you an
active participant at Sunday services? Are you joyful when
participating in parish ministry? Do you give
gratefully and generously with your financial
support to your parish and other Church needs? If
not, it’s not too late to start!

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the
men’s group, an informal
gathering of
men, meets
for lunch at
the Charcoal
Chef. Please
join us next
week!
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F

6

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of
each month we encourage everyone to bring in
food donations for the Woodbury Food
Bank. The food bank is not able
to accept items past their labeled
expiration date.

W

hen Philip hastens to the Ethiopian’s
chariot, it is to help him understand his
unfamiliar reading - and to interpret it in the
light of Jesus as the Good News. As “stewards in
training,” what part does the intentional study of
scripture play in your search to know and serve God
- and then proclaim the Good News to others?

This Weekend’s Readings
Abiding in Christ
Acts 8:26-40
his is the story of how Philip brought the Ethiopian eunuch to faith in Jesus.
Early Christians doubtless loved to tell and retell this narrative. It shows
how a significant foreign personage, who was apparently an inquirer into Judaism,
learned about Jesus and was baptized. It also illustrates the way an important passage
from the Old Testament, which tells of the Lord’s servant who suffered for others,
was interpreted as prophecy about Jesus.
Psalm 22:24-30
A song of praise to the Lord, who rules over all and cares for the downtrodden.
1 John 4:7-21
This reading teaches that God’s love is made known to us through Jesus. In
response we are to love one another. No one has ever seen God, but to experience
God’s love and to recognize Jesus as God’s Son is to know God. Only by not loving
others made in God’s image would we show that we do not know and love God.
When we do love one another, then we live in union with God and fear is driven
away.
John 15:1-8
In our gospel reading we hear that Jesus is the true vine to which each branch
must be united if it is to bear fruit. The vine and the vineyard were well-known
symbols for God’s people. A living relationship with Jesus in the following of his
teaching is the source
of fruitful discipleship.
God will cut away the
dead branches and
prune the healthy ones
so that they will bear
more abundantly.

T
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, April 28th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Church School Youth
Church School Youth
Karen Nash

Saturday, May 5th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White

Janet Congdon, JoAnn Plunske
Sue Turner

Sunday, April 29th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Lynda Jones, Joan Wilson
Joan Wilson
Bonnie Leavenworth
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Ushers
Julie & Tom Calkins
Lectors
Tom Calkins, Peter Bowles
Chalicers Peter Bowles, Wrey Trompeter
Intercessor Duke Breon
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer,
Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter
Eucharistic Visitor: Dory Holmes

Sunday, May 5th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Dick Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Dory Holmes
Dick Leavenworth

10:00 am
Usher
Russ DePace
Lector
Betty Lou Bowles, Amy Williams
Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Amy Williams
Intercessor Chris Jacques
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Eucharistic Visitors: Betty Lou Bowles,
Peg Robinson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
April 29th
May 6th
May 13th

-

Julie & Tom
Erin
Barbara

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.

St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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