
   

        E-Connections 
    

Pastor’s Corner: Lilies of the Field 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

I write this on April 18, a day that dawned, here on the top of 
Charlotte Hungerford Hospital hill, with snow covering the 
ground.  Fifteen minutes ago we were bathed in full sunshine.  
And now we are under cloud cover.  Ah, April in Connecticut!  I 
offer you, therefore, in my weekly column this poem by Christina 
Rossetti, from "Goblin Market, The Prince's Progress, and Other 
Poems", published today in the Plough magazine's Daily Dig.  
May it conjure up a warmer and more glorious season of 
Eastertide.  

 
Faithfully, RevLois. 
 

 
Consider the Lilies of the Field 
 
Flowers preach to us if we will hear: 
The rose saith in the dewy morn: 
I am most fair; 
Yet all my loveliness is born 
Upon a thorn. 
The poppy saith amid the corn: 
Let but my scarlet head appear 
And I am held in scorn; 
Yet juice of subtle virtue lies 
Within my cup of curious dyes. 
The lilies say: Behold how we 
Preach without words of purity. 
The violets whisper from the shade 
Which their own leaves have made: 
Men scent our fragrance on the air, 
Yet take no heed 
Of humble lessons we would read. 
But not alone the fairest flowers: 
The merest grass 
Along the roadside where we pass, 
Lichen and moss and sturdy weed, 
Tell of His love who sends the dew, 
The rain and sunshine too, 
To nourish one small seed. 
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Friends Bonnie Leavenworth, Peg Robinson, Eleanor Ravenscroft & Betty Lou Bowles (not 

pictured) recently celebrated Annabelle Lyle's birthday with a picnic & cake at Ashlar.  

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Apr 21 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Apr 22 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Mon Apr 23 6:15 pm Christian Yoga 
  7:00 pm Transition Team 
Wed Apr 25 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Thu Apr 26 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat Apr 28 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Apr 22 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
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Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the 
men’s group, an informal 

gathering of 
men, meets 
for lunch at 
the Charcoal 
Chef.  Please 
join us next 
week! 

W ould you like to learn more about New Start Ministry and potential volunteer 

opportunities?  Please join us for another informational meeting on Monday May 

21st, 5 pm.  We will present an update on 

refugee arrivals in our state, and explain how you 

could help make an incredible difference in a 

family's life.  Please bring your friends!  

†  Transforming Stewardship 
 

“I am the good shepherd...and I lay down my life for the 

sheep…and they will heed my voice.”       

- JOHN 10:14-16 
 

W hen you pray, do you only ask Jesus for the things 

that you want?  Do you ever ask Him what He 

wants from you?  How do you listen for His response?  

Usually, the answer is in “quiet whispers”, so take time 

every day, in silence, to actively listen for His response. 
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Wednesday, April 25th 

St. Mark, Evangelist 
 

T 
he book of Acts mentions a Mark, or John Mark, a kinsman of Barnabas (Col 

4:10).  The house of his mother Mary was a meeting place for Christians in 

Jerusalem (Acts 12:12).  When Paul and Barnabas, who had been in Antioch, 

came to Jerusalem, they brought Mark back to Antioch with them (Acts 12:25), and he 

accompanied them on their first missionary journey (Acts 

13:5), but left them prematurely and returned to Jerusalem 

(Acts 13:13).  When Paul and Barnabas were about to set out 

on a second missionary journey, Barnabas proposed to take 

Mark, but Paul thought him unreliable, so that eventually 

Barnabas made one journey taking Mark, and Paul another 

journey taking Silas (Acts 15:36-40).  Mark is not mentioned 

again in Acts.  However, it appears that he became more 

reliable, for Paul mentions him as a trusted assistant in 

Colossians 4:10 and again in 2 Timothy 4:11. 

 The Apostle Peter had a co-worker whom he refers to as 

"my son Mark" (1 Peter 5:13).  Papias, an early second century 

writer, in describing the origins of the Gospels, tells us that 

Mark was the "interpreter" of Peter, and that he wrote down 

("but not in order") the stories that he had heard Peter tell in his 

preaching about the life and teachings of Jesus. 

The Gospel of Mark, in describing the arrest of Jesus (Mark 

14:51f), speaks of a young man who followed the arresting 

party, wearing only a linen cloth wrapped around his body, 

whom the arresting party tried to seize, but who left the cloth in their hands and fled naked.  

It is speculated that this young man was the writer himself, since the detail is hardly worth 

mentioning if he were not. 

Tradition has it that after the death of Peter, Mark left Rome and went to preach in 

Alexandria, Egypt, where he was eventually martyred. 

It is natural to identify the John Mark of Acts with the Gospel-writer and interpreter of 

Peter, and this identification is standard in liturgical references to Mark.  However, "Mark" 

is the commonest of Latin first names, and they may well have been separate persons. 

Mark's symbol in art is a Lion, usually winged.  In the book of Revelation, the visionary 

sees about the throne of God four winged creatures: a lion, an ox, a man, and an eagle. 

(Compare with the cherubs in Ezekiel 1 and 10.)  It has customarily been 

supposed that these represent the four Gospels, or the four Evangelists 

(Gospel-writers).  One way of matching them is to say that the man 

stands for Matthew, whose narrative begins with the human 

genealogy of Jesus; that the lion stands for Mark, whose narrative 

begins with John the Baptist crying out in the desert (a lion roars in 

the desert); that the ox, a sacrificial animal, stands for Luke, whose 

narrative begins in the Temple, and that the eagle stands for John, 

whose narrative begins in Heaven, with the eternal Word.  How old 

this correspondence is I do not know.  I have seen it in an illustrated 

Gospel-book from the early 800's.  An alternative assignment, which I think 

to be far more recent, calls Matthew the lion (because he portrays Christ as the Messiah, the 

fulfilment of Jewish prophecy, "the lion of the tribe of Judah"), Mark the ox (because he 

portrays Christ the servant, constantly doing the work for which he was sent), Luke the man 

(because he portrays the humanity and compassion of Christ), and John the eagle (because 

he portrays Christ as the eternal Word, who came down from Heaven).     by James Keifer 
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F ood Collection Sunday  The third Sunday of 
each month we encourage everyone to bring in 

food donations for the Woodbury Food 
Bank.  The food bank is not able 

to accept items past their labeled 
expiration date. 



6  

 

J esus is, as he tells us in Sunday’s 

gospel, “the good shepherd.”  His 

sheep recognize his voice, he goes on to 

say.  Heard Jesus speaking to you lately? 



 7 

 

†  On the Church Calendar 
 

Tuesday, April 24th 

Genocide Remembrance 
 

T his day is set aside in the calendar of the church to hold in remembrance those who 

have died and those whose lives have been severely damaged as a result of acts of 

genocide: the systematic and intentional destruction of a people by death, by the imposition 

of severe mental or physical abuse, by the forced displacement of children, or by other 

atrocities designed to destroy the lives and human dignity of large groups of people. 

This day is chosen for the commemoration because the international community 

recognizes April 24 as a day of remembrance for the Armenian Genocide, the systematic 

annihilation of the Armenian people during and just after World War I.  On April 24, 1915, 

more than 250 Armenian notables - civic and political leaders, teachers, writers, and 

members of the clergy - were rounded up, imprisoned, tortured, and killed.  Before the 

cessation of conflict, it is estimated that as many as one-and-a-half million Armenians 

perished, many as the result of forced marches, deliberate starvation, and heinous 

massacres. 

President Theodore Roosevelt declared the Armenian Genocide to be the greatest crime 

of World War I.  The close relationships between Anglicans and Episcopalians and our 

sisters and brothers in the Armenian Church make 

the remembrance of this day a particular sign of 

our fellowship in the body of Christ. 

 Tragically, human history is littered with such 

atrocities and the Armenian Genocide was far from 

the last such mass extermination of people in the 

twentieth century.  One need only mention Croatia, 

Nazi Germany, Zanzibar, Guatemala, Bangladesh, 

Burundi, Equatorial Guinea, East Timor, 

Cambodia, Afghanistan, Kurdish Iraq, and Tibet, 

and this is by no means a comprehensive list.  The 

unflinching resolve of people of faith, in prayer 

and in action, is critical if the travesty of human 

genocide is to be curbed and eventually stopped. 

 

For more 

information and 

to register follow 

this link. 

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT. 

It will also be offered on Saturday May 19 from 8:30-11:30 

AM at Christ Church in Roxbury, CT 

https://www.episcopalct.org/safe-church-training-option-2/
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

The Divine Shepherd 
 

 Acts 4:5-12 

I n this story from the Acts of the Apostles Peter and John, having cured a crippled man, 
are called to account before the high Jewish council.  Peter testifies that the source of 

their healing power is the same Jesus whom the leaders rejected.  Referring to scripture, Peter 
speaks of the stone rejected by the builders, which is nevertheless meant to be the cornerstone 
of the new faith.  Evidently there were a number of encounters like this in the life of the early 
church, but the disciples continued to heal and to preach in Jesus’ name. 

 Psalm 23 
The Lord is shepherd and guide.  God is present in the time of danger and is generous 

and merciful. 
 1 John 3:16-24 
In our epistle lesson we learn that the followers of Jesus are to emulate his love by laying 

down their lives for one another.  Such love is demanding and practical, requiring believers to 
share what they have with those who lack.  By acting in ways consistent with the kindness of 
God, disciples will know that they do indeed believe in Jesus the Son of God.  They will know 
that he abides within them and they in him, and that the Spirit has been given them. 

 John 10:11-18 
In our gospel reading we are taught that Jesus is the good shepherd who is willing to die 

for his sheep.  He is not like one who has been hired to tend the sheep, and runs away in time 
of danger.  Rather, he knows the sheep with the same intimacy that he has with the Father.  

Jesus has shared 
fully in their 
circumstances.  
Together with 
those who are 
yet to be called, 
there will be one 
flock under the 
one true 
shepherd. 

 

H ired hand or shepherd?  Jesus says the 

hired hand runs away because he does 

not really care for the sheep.  The shepherd, on 

the other hand, will lay down his own life for his 

flock.  Do we run away from service to others, or 

are we willing to give our own lives in the name 

of the God who loves us, and gave His all for us? 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster4_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Matthew Daly Lehman 
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, April 21st 

5 pm 

Usher  Gaby Drews 

Lectors  JoAnn Plunske, Karen Nash 

Chalicer Karen Nash 
 

Sunday, April 22nd 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Kathy Baird, Judie Ferris 

Lector  Beverly Deickler 

Chalicer Beverly Deickler 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 
 

10:00 am 

Usher   

Lector  Isobel Moore 

Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Lois Zane 

Intercessor Ed Hord 

Counter Ron Roberts 

Altar Guild:  Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer, 

Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter 

Eucharistic Visitors: Rich Baird, Dory Holmes 

 

 

Saturday, April 28th 

5 pm 

Usher  Gaby Drews 

Lectors  Lis Blum, Karen Nash 

Chalicer Karen Nash 
 

Sunday, April 29th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Lynda Jones, Joan Wilson 

Lector  Joan Wilson 

Chalicer Bonnie Leavenworth 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Julie & Tom Calkins 

Lectors  Tom Calkins, Peter Bowles 

Chalicers Peter Bowles, Wrey Trompeter 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Counter Barbara Elmore 

Altar Guild:  Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer, 

Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter 

Eucharistic Visitor: Mieke Weggeman 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

April 22nd  - Pam & John 
April 29th  - Julie & Tom 
May   6th  - Erin  

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 
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