
   

        E-Connections 
    

Pastor’s Corner: Darkness Is as Light to You 
 

T his week's message is written on Wednesday, April 4, the 
fiftieth anniversary of the assassination of the Reverend 

Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr. on April 4, 1968 at the Lorraine 
Motel in Memphis, Tennessee. 

Sojourners Magazine has on online presence at sojo.net and 
posts "Verse & Voice from Sojourners" daily online.  This is 
today's offering. 

 Verse of the Day 

If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light 
around me become night," even the darkness is not dark to you; 
the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as light to you. 
(Psalm 139:11-12) 

Voice of the Day 

 "When our days become dreary with low-hovering clouds 
of despair, and when our nights become darker than a 
thousand midnights, let us remember that there is a creative 
force in this universe, working to pull down the gigantic 
mountains of evil, a power that is able to make a way out of 
no way and transform dark yesterdays into bright 
tomorrows.  Let us realize the arc of the moral universe is 
long but it bends toward justice. (Martin Luther King, Jr.) 

 Prayer of the Day 

     We give thanks today for our brother Martin and for the 
ways you spoke through him to expose the poverty of our 
wealth, the insecurity of our war-making, and the 
contradictions of our racism.  Give us grace to love you 
among the least today, O Lord, and to live the good news 

Martin preached in his life and in his death.  Amen. (Common Prayer) 

May I remind you, also that on April 11, we observe Yom Ha'Shoah - the day of 
the Shoah, the remembrance of the Holocaust.  In Greek, the word we transliterate 
"holocaust" means "whole burnt offering."  Since the whole burnt offering in the 
Hebrew scriptures was a holy thing offered voluntarily to God, the Jewish word 
"shoah", meaning "destruction" was used in the 1940's to refer to the murder of the 
European Jews, in addition to Gypsies, mentally handicapped persons, gay men, 
and others deemed to be defective.  To add more gravity to the month of April, the 
24th of April is marked as the day of the beginning of the genocide perpetrated by 
the dying Ottoman Empire (now Turkey) against the Arminian Eastern Orthodox 
Christian peoples during World War I.  All three events are wrapped in denial: 
denial that the Shoah ever took place, denial that the deaths of one and a half 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Apr   7 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Apr   8 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 am Adult Discussion Group, Seabury Room 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Mon Apr   9 6:15 pm Christian Yoga, Pearson Room 
  7:00 pm Transition Team, Seabury Room 
Tue Apr 10 6:30 pm Finance Committee 
Wed Apr 11 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Thu Apr 12 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat Apr 14 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Apr 15 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 am Adult Discussion Group, Seabury Room 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  4:00 pm Organ Concert 

 

W hat a directive for followers we 

have in “...grant that all who 

have been reborn into the fellowship of 

Christ’s body may show forth in their lives 

what they profess by their faith…”  How is 

our “profess-ing” going? 

million Armenians was intentional, denial that racism still marks this, our United 
States of America.  Please read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Verse, Voice, 
and Prayer above as we move deeper into this our holy Eastertide. 

Faithfully,  

Lois The Reverend Lois Keen 

(Continued from page 1) Pastor’s Corner 

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT. 

For more 

information and 

to register follow 

this link. 
It will also be offered on Saturday May 19 from 8:30-11:30 

AM at Christ Church in Roxbury, CT 

Attention Vestry Members and Ministry Volunteers 

A Comprehensive Basic Hybrid Safe Church Training will 

be held on Thursday, 4/26 from 6:30-9 PM at Christ 

Episcopal Church 55 Church Road Easton, CT. 

It will also be offered on Saturday May 19 from 8:30-11:30 

AM at Christ Church in Roxbury, CT 

https://www.episcopalct.org/safe-church-training-option-2/
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Congratulations to our 
newest confirmations, 

Matthew Daly Lehman, 
Molly Robinson and 

Thayer Daly Lehman, who 
were confirmed by Bishop 
Ian Douglas last Saturday 

at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Hartford 

during the Great Vigil of 
Easter service. 

 

 

 

Also, thank you Robert 
Fertitta for the photos 
below from our 10:30 

Easter service 

E aster Breakfast Thank You - Thank you to everyone who helped either by bringing 

food or helping set up, serve & clean up.  Breakfast was served to about 100 

parishioners & visitors on Easter between the services.  “The wonderful gift in working with 

all who helped with the breakfast is that everyone feels as though they have not done enough 

and no one feels as though they have done they more than their “fair share.” 
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Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the 
men’s group, an informal 

gathering of men, meets for lunch 
at the Charcoal Chef.  Please join 
us next week! 

 

W ould you like to learn more about New Start Ministry and potential volunteer 

opportunities?  Please join us Monday April 16th, 5:00 p.m. in our parish hall.  We 

will present an update on refugee arrivals in our 

state, and explain how you could help make an 

incredible difference in a family's life.  Please bring 

your friends!  

Stewardship Reflection 
 

 

“The community of believers was of one heart and mind, 

and no one claimed that any of his possessions was his 

own...”          - Acts 4:32 
 

 

A ll that we are and all that we have is a gift 

from God!  Think of your family, your 

friends, your talents, your abilities and your money - 

these are all gifts from God!  We aren’t really owners 

of anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has 

blessed us with. 
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†  This Date on the Church Calendar 

 

Monday, April 9th (transferred from March 25th) 

The Annunciation 
 

I 
n the first chapter of Luke we read how the angel Gabriel announced to Mary that 

she had been chosen to be the mother of the Christ, and how Mary answered, "Here I 

am, the handmaid of the Lord.  Let it be to me as you have said."  It is reasonable to 

suppose that Our Lord was conceived immediately after this.  Accordingly, since we 

celebrate His birth on December 25, we celebrate the Annunciation nine months earlier, on 

March 25th. 

For many centuries most European countries 

took March 25th, not January 1st, as the day when 

the number of the year changed, so that March 24, 

1201 was followed by March 25, 1202.  If you had 

asked a Christian of that time why the calendar year 

changed so awkwardly partway through a month, he 

would have answered: "Today we begin a new year 

of the Christian era, the era which began X years 

ago today when God was made man, when He took 

upon Himself a fleshly body and human nature in 

the womb of the Virgin." 

The following paragraph is from Chapter 14 of 

the book Miracles, by C. S. Lewis. 

...one of those features of the Christian story 

which is repulsive to the modern mind.  To be quite 

frank, we do not at all like the idea of a "chosen 

people."  Democrats by birth and education, we 

should prefer to think that all nations and individuals start level in the search for God, or 

even that all religions are equally true.  It must be admitted at once that Christianity makes 

no concessions to this point of view.  It does not tell of a human search for God at all, but of 

something done by God for, to, and about Man.  And the way in which it is done is selective, 

undemocratic, to the highest degree.  After the knowledge of God had been universally lost 

or obscured, one man from the whole earth (Abraham) is picked out.  He is separated 

(miserably enough, we may suppose) from his natural surroundings, sent into a strange 

country, and made the ancestor of a nation who are to carry the knowledge of the true God.  

Within this nation there is further selection: some die in the desert, some remain behind in 

Babylon.  There is further selection still.  The process grows narrower and narrower, 

sharpens at last into one small bright point like the head of a spear.  It is a Jewish girl at her 

prayers.  All humanity (so far as concerns its redemption) has narrowed to that. 

The following quotation is from Martin Luther's sermon "On the Magnificat" (the Song 

of Mary, Luke 1:46-55). 

"For He that is mighty hath done great things for me, and Holy is His Name." (Luke 

1:49) 

The "great things" are nothing less than that she became the Mother of God, in which 

work so many and such great good things are bestowed upon her as pass man's 

understanding.  For on this there follows all honor, all blessedness, and her unique place in 

the whole of mankind, among whom she has no equal, namely, that she had a child by the 

Father in Heaven, and such a child. 

She herself is unable to find a name for this work, it is too exceedingly great; all she can 

do is break out in the fervent cry: "They are great things," impossible to describe or define.  

Hence men have crowded all her glory into a single word, calling her the Mother of God. 

No one can say anything greater of her or to her, though he had as many tongues as there 

are leaves on the trees, or grass in the fields, or stars in the sky, or sand by the sea.  It needs 

to be pondered in the heart, what it means to be the Mother of God. 
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T homas wasn’t afraid to express his doubts.  Does that mean he 

was any less of a follower?  Of course not.  The faithful 

follower is one who acknowledges and works through their doubt, 

rather than to simply ignore it. 
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This Weekend’s Readings 

 

“As the Father has sent me” 
 

 Acts 4:32-35 

I n this reading we hear of the enthusiasm and spirit of sharing and caring for one 
another in the early Christian community.  The apostles continue their powerful 

witness to the resurrection.  Greed and anxiety with regard to material possessions are 
overcome by grace.  The author of Acts may present a somewhat idyllic picture, but there is no 
denying the power of the gospel to bring disciples to a profoundly new way of life. 

 Psalm 133 
The psalm celebrates the blessing of a harmonious people. 
 1 John 1:1-2:2 
The theme of this passage is the word of life by which Christians are called to walk in the 

light of God.  Confessing their sins, they and ll others can find forgiveness through Jesus.  The 

beginning of this letter leaves open the possibility that the word may be understood as Jesus 
himself, or Jesus as he is revealed in scripture, or in the bread of the Eucharist.  When his 
followers share a common life in the light that is God, they can be free to be honest about 
their sins and then be cleansed from them. 

 John 20:19-31 
Our gospel presents two appearances of the risen Lord to his disciples.  The first takes 

place on the very evening of the day of his resurrection.  The disciples are gathered in fear, but 
Jesus brings them peace, gives them their mission, and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  A 
week later, Thomas, who had been absent when Jesus first appeared and who doubted his 
resurrection, now knows Jesus by his wounds and worships him as his Lord and God.  Future 
disciples will not have Jesus’ physical presence, but they will be blessed in their belief. 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#Psalm1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEaster2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Matthew Daly Lehman 
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, April 7th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Janet Congdon, Lis Blum 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, April 8th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Lynda Jones, Dick Leavenworth 

Lector  Bonnie Leavenworth 

Chalicer Bonnie Leavenworth 

Intercessor Dick Leavenworth 
 

10:00 am 

Usher  Russ DePace 

Lectors  Susan Suhr, Betty Lou Bowles 

Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Wrey Trompeter 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 

Counter Peter Bowles 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Kathie Nichols, Sarah Ranson, Laura Sahno 

Eucharistic Visitors: Betty Lou Bowles, 

Wrey Trompeter 

 

Saturday, April 14th 

5 pm 

Ushers  Marianne Daly, Matthew Daly Lehman 

Lectors  Thayer Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, April 15th 

8:30 am 

Ushers  Colin Harley, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Dick Leavenworth 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

10:30 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lectors  Duke Breon, Ed Hord 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Lois Zane 

Intercessor Susan Suhr 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Kathie Nichols, Sarah Ranson, Laura Sahno 

Eucharistic Visitors: Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Nancy Twinem 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

April 1st  - Easter Breakfast 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 

 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net
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http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
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