
   

        E-Connections 
    

Pastor’s Corner: There Was A Crack 
 

There was a crack 
In the tomb of night, 
Through which the pearly dawn 
Of day, did fling her light. 
The stars still danced 
The heavens in one accord, 
And sang their silent songs 
In homage to the Lord. 
Who three days hence 
Had soaked the earth in blood, 
And water from his side 
Poured down a holy flood. 
Now angels watched 
Creation caught her breath, 
That Christ in love with earth 
Broke down the bonds of death. 
               Lynne Nelson, SCHC 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 
I write to you on Maundy Thursday, as we enter into the three great days of our 
Lord's passion.  Thursday night we celebrated the Lord's Last Supper as we ate 
together, heard the stories, blessed bread and wine, washed one another's feet, 
then concluded with bearing witness to the stripping of the altar sanctuary. 
On Friday, we will pray together the Prayer Book Good Friday service at 12:00, and 
end by consuming the remaining bread and wine preconsecrated last Sunday, 
symbolically ending our Lord's presence here on earth. 
On Friday night, at 7:30 p.m. at North Congregational you are invited to a service of 
the Stations of the Cross with silent meditations throughout.  I will be participating 
with two other clergy of the Woodbury-Southbury Clericus in that service.  I hope to 
see some of you there. 
On Holy Saturday, our Lord rests.  Meanwhile, at 7:30 p.m. we will be at Christ 
Church Cathedral, 45 Church Street, in Hartford, for the Great Vigil of Easter and 
the Confirmation of three of our own young adults: Matthew DalyLehman, Thayer 
DalyLehman, and Molly Robinson.  Please feel free to join us there. 
 
Sunday is the Day of the Resurrection.  Please celebrate with us at 8:30 or 10:30 
a.m. and share breakfast with us between the two services. 
Christ is risen from the dead, casting down death by death, and upon those in the 
tombs bestowing life. 
 
The Reverend Lois Keen 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Fri Mar 30 Good Friday 
  12:00 pm Good Friday Liturgy 
  7:30 pm Ecumenical Good Friday Service 

at North Congregational Church 
Sat Mar 31 Holy Saturday 
  7:30 pm The Great Vigil of Easter & Confirmation 

at Christ Church Cathedral, Hartford 
Sun Apr   1 Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day 
  7:00 am Sunrise Ecumenical Service at the Hollow 
  8:30 am Holy Eucharist 
   Easter Brunch between services 
  10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
Mon Apr   2 7:00 pm Transition Team, Seabury Room 
Tue Apr   3 6:30 pm Executive Committee 
Wed Apr   4 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Thu Apr   5 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House Church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat Apr   7 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Apr   8 Second Sunday of Easter 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 am Adult Discussion Group, Seabury Room 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

 

Easter Flowers Delivery - After our Easter celebration, 
the flowers are delivered to our members who are 
unable to attend services to let them know that we 
remember them and want to bring them the hope 
and joy associated with Easter.  Please sign up in 

the narthex to assist in this important ministry. 

Easter Breakfast - We need your help to 
continue the tradition of serving a free 
breakfast for guests and parishioners on 
Easter Sunday, April 16th.  Your help is 
needed to make this happen. The sign up 

sheets are in the Pearson room.  Please consider assisting with set-up, clean-
up, cooking or donating.  The Welcoming Committee. 

"O n this day the Lord has acted; we will 

rejoice and be glad in it."  What a 

wonderful reminder that the Lord we have 

committed to follow as stewards, disciples, and 

apprentices is alive and well.  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the 
men’s group, an informal 

gathering of men, meets for lunch 
at the Charcoal Chef.  Please join 
us next week! 

 
The Season of Easter 

E aster is full of stories: brave stories of disciples witnessing to their new faith in the 

risen Jesus; mysterious, wondrous, and challenging stories of an empty tomb and 

Jesus alive, bringing joy and courage to friends who had denied him, who were fearful and 

disheartened.  “Peace be with you.”  “I have seen the Lord.”  The Lord has risen indeed!”  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (John 20:18-19; Luke 24:34; Matthew 

28:19). 

Early on the first day of the week, Jesus comes to Mary, who at first mistakes him for 

the gardener.  “Mary!” he says to her, and she recognizes her risen Lord (John 20:11-18).  

Later that day he is a wayfarer opening the scriptures for Cleopus and another disciple who 

are on their way to the village of Emmaus, where he will be known to them in the breaking 

of the bread (Luke 24:13-35).  Then Thomas cannot believe unless he sees and touches the 

marks of the nails and the wound in Jesus’ side.  A week later Jesus stands among them and 

invites Thomas to reach out and touch.  “My Lord and my God!” Thomas responds (John 

20:24-29).  Several weeks afterward, disciples are fishing on Lake Galilee (or Tiberias) 

when, just after daybreak, there is Jesus 

standing on the beach, though at first 

they do not recognize him (John 21:1-

14). 

 There are yet more stories of Jesus’ 

appearing to his disciples.  Paul tells of 

an appearance to more than five hundred 

brothers and sisters at once (1 

Corinthians 15:6).  Sometimes they are 

frightened and doubting, thinking they 

may have seen a ghost, before their fears 

are overcome and they are filled with 

new hope and joy (Luke 24:36-43). 

These are, indeed, wondrous and challenging stories in which Jesus is at first often not 

recognized.  But there must have been something in the timbre of his voice.  They see his 

scars.  They know him in the breaking of the bread - in the sharing of the bread and wine.  

The Spirit of Jesus is alive among them!  God’s love overcomes even the mighty power of 

death.  The disciples can tell his stories again and then eat of the bread and wine with him.  

They can again tell of the inbreaking kingdom of God and proclaim the Lord Jesus who now 

is King of the realm of God’s ways.  He not only spoke the words of God to them, he 

himself is God’s Word of new life to all people.  They have joy to share, a witness to offer, 

a service to render.  Fear and guilt in their lives have been replaced by peace and a new 

faith, and we are now called to retell their stories and help bring peace, renewed faith, joy, 

courage, and love to the world. 
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“Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth.” 

- Colossians 3:2 
 

O n this Easter Day we thank God for His Son, Jesus, who died and rose for us.  We 

celebrate and sing “Alleluia.”  Let’s try to keep the joy of this Easter season in our 

hearts throughout the year!  Pray daily and listen for how He is calling each of us to 

joyfully use our gifts to fulfill His salvation plan. 
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This Weekend’s Readings 

 

Alleluia! 
 

 Acts 10:34-43  

I n this lesson Peter realizes that the good news of the gospel is meant for all people, 

and he proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus.  At first Peter was slow to believe that 

God wanted him to bring the word to a non-Jew.  But God has shown this to be the divine 

will, and Peter gladly responds to Cornelius, a Roman centurion, together with his family 

and friends.  The risen Jesus has appeared to chosen witnesses, and all who trust in him 

receive forgiveness of sins in his name. 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

Festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation and deliverance from 

death. 

 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  

Paul reminds the Corinthians of his basic proclamation concerning the Lord’s 

resurrection.  All these things happened according to the 

scriptures.  Beginning with a manifestation to Cephas, Paul 

recounts six appearances of the risen Lord to his followers.  The 

last, which must have taken place several years after the others, 

gave this former persecutor of the church his commission as an 

apostle. 

 John 20:1-18  

Our gospel tells of the discovery of the empty tomb and Jesus’ 

appearance to Mary Magdalene.  While it is still dark, Mary comes 

and finds that the stone used to cover the tomb has been moved 

away.  She runs and brings Peter and another disciple whom Jesus 

loved.  Although no human eye catches sight of Jesus’ rising from 

death, these first witnesses see the discarded grave wrappings and 

the other disciple perceives and believes.  Mary remains weeping 

at the graveside and talks with a man she assumes to be the 

gardener.  He speaks her name, and she knows her Lord. 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Easter/BEasterPrin_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, March 31st 

No service at St. Paul’s this evening 
 

Join us at Christ Church Cathedral in Hartford 

For the Great Vigil of Easter & Confirmation 

 

Sunday, April 1st 

8:30 am 

Ushers  Colin Harley, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Joan Wilson 

Chalicer Beverly Deickler 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

10:30 am 

Ushers  Julie & Tom Calkins 

Lectors  Tom Calkins, Amy Williams 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Chris Jacques 

Counter Ron Roberts 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Kathie Nichols, Sarah Ranson, Laura Sahno 

Eucharistic Visitors: Lori Cook, Peg Robinson 

 

 

Saturday, April 7th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Janet Congdon, Lis Blum 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, April 8th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Lynda Jones, Dick Leavenworth 

Lector  Bonnie Leavenworth 

Chalicer Bonnie Leavenworth 

Intercessor Dick Leavenworth 
 

10:00 am 

Usher  Russ DePace 

Lectors  Susan Suhr, Betty Lou Bowles 

Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Wrey Trompeter 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 

Counter Peter Bowles 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Kathie Nichols, Sarah Ranson, Laura Sahno 

Eucharistic Visitors: Betty Lou Bowles, 

Wrey Trompeter 

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

April 1st  - Easter Breakfast 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 
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