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Pastor’s Corner: Why Do We Need Church?

monk, whose name I forget, once wrote that it was very
hard to go to the various chapel services during the day,
and take his assigned seat, between a monk with terrible
halitosis and another who couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket.
Along the same lines, Peter W. Marty, publisher of Christian
Century wrote in his January 3, 2018 column, “Church is
inconvenient.” It interferes with our leisure time, with our self
care, with our kids’ sports. And for those of us who are faithful in
worship, it is also inconvenient. We sing hymns we didn’t pick,
hear lessons we don’t want to hear, and might find ourselves
sitting next to someone we don’t know.
Before they completed their studies, our confirmands grappled
with the question, “Why do I need the
church?” We
talked about several reasons given
in the scriptures: Because we the
people of the Church are God’s
temple, because the New
Testament calls us the Body of Christ
in all our diversity and different
tolerances and appreciation, or not,
of one another, that we are Jesus’s
family, the household of God, with
God our Mother and Father, Jesus
our brother, and the Holy Spirit
our sister who dances in our
hearts. And with all the quirks of
any other family, including crazy
uncle Zeke who we invite to
dinner anyway, because we’re
family. And, finally, we are the
Light of the World. This is really
important –none of us is a
singular light to the world. We
are, together, that light, which
stands as a testament to the Light
that is Jesus Christ who illuminates the darkness in the various times of our history.
We were also reminded that when we are here on a Sunday, it is decidedly NOT
about us. It is not about us being made to feel good. It is not about being
entertained. No, our being here is all about God, and our worship is all for and to
God. We are not the audience, God is the audience of our praise and prayers. We
are the players in this, our weekly worship. We are here to give witness to the
Love that calls us together each time we worship God, and that dismisses us at the
end of the service to serve the world in that Love. We are also here together, in
community, because God’s own self is a community of trinity which is continually
drawing us into itself, into work in community with the Trinity. And all for Love.
We are gathered here every week by Love. We are gathered here in order to be
loved into being that Love, that Light, that Divine Presence in the world in our
everyday lives. And because that Love is a community, we need Church because
it’s not about us as individuals. Church is all about Community, a community of
Love. Whether or not we like one another, or the music, or the readings, or the
sermons, or the priest or whatever, we need Church in order to be the Body of
Christ.

Annual Women’s Breakfast Comments
There were about 30 women who enjoyed hearing
Hedda Leonard speak about Reflexology on March 17.
Comments from “Thanks for the fabulous speaker” to
‘Thank you for your time but mostly your knowledge”
where shared
by our guests.

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Mon
Wed
Thu

Mar 24
Mar 25

Mar 26
Mar 28
Mar 29

5:00 pm
8:00 am
9:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
7:00 pm
12:00 pm
10:30 am
6:30 pm

Fri

Mar 30
12:00 pm
7:30 pm

Sat

Mar 31
7:30 pm

Sun

Apr 1
7:00 am
8:30 am
13:00 am
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Holy Eucharist
The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Holy Eucharist
Adult Discussion Group, Seabury Room
Church School
Holy Eucharist
Transition Team, Seabury Room
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Maundy Thursday
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
Meal, Liturgy, Foot Washing, Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday
Good Friday Liturgy
Ecumenical Good Friday Service
at North Congregational Church
Holy Saturday
The Great Vigil of Easter & Confirmation
at Christ Church Cathedral, Hartford
Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day
Sunrise Ecumenical Service at the Hollow
Holy Eucharist
Easter Brunch between services
Holy Eucharist

CORRECTION: Regarding Memorial Contributions for Mary Jane Anderson bring made to
Animals for Life, Inc., the Mailing Address is : P.O. Box 1481, Naugatuck, CT 06770

Easter Flowers Delivery - After our Easter celebration, the
flowers are delivered to our members who are unable to attend
services to let them know that we remember them and
want to bring them the hope
and joy
associated with Easter. Please
sign up in the narthex to assist
in this important ministry.

How to make your own palm cross video.
Easter Breakfast - We need your help to
continue the tradition of serving a free
breakfast for guests and parishioners on
Easter Sunday, April 16th. Your help is
needed to make this happen. The sign up
sheets are in the Pearson room. Please consider assisting with set-up, cleanup, cooking or donating. The Welcoming Committee.
HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE
Saturday Mar 24
Sunday Mar 25

5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Thursday Mar 29

Friday

6:30 pm

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Agape Dinner, Eucharist, Foot Washing, &
Stripping of Altar

12:00 pm
7:30 pm

GOOD FRIDAY
Good Friday Liturgy
Ecumenical Good Friday Service
at North Congregational Church

7:30 pm

HOLY SATURDAY
The Great Vigil of Easter & Confirmation
at Christ Church Cathedral, Hartford

Mar 30

Saturday Mar 30

Sunday

Distribution of Palms & Holy Eucharist
PALM SUNDAY
Distribution of Palms & Holy Eucharist
Distribution of Palms & Holy Eucharist

Apr 1
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am

EASTER DAY
Ecumenical Sunrise Service at Hollow Park
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
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House Church - Small Group Gathering
House Church meets at Father Fred’s condo on
Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm.
House Church will study Dust Bunnies in The Basket Finding God in Lent & Easter by Tim Schenck for 3 weeks
during Lent. Please come join us for class on March 1 and
pick up your book. You are welcome to join us for this
study during Lent. Please let Father Fred
frfred@sbcglobal.net (203) 206-5852 or Betty Lou
honeylou@charter.net know if you are interested.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the
men’s group, an informal
gathering of
men, meets
for lunch at
the Charcoal
Chef. Please
join us next
week!
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aster Memorial Flowers - To order Easter Flowers for memorials or
thanksgivings you may use the envelopes that are being mailed to you or are
at the rear of the church or send a check including the notation “Easter Flowers”
to the church office or place it in the alms basin. To be listed in the Easter service
bulletins, your contribution must be received no later than March 25th.

This Weekend’s Readings
“Hosanna in the Highest”
Mark 11:1-11
n this gospel lesson Jesus comes to the holy city of Jerusalem and is hailed as the
promised Son of David. He has a young donkey brought to him, and, as did the kings
of old in royal celebrations, Jesus rides on it, while the crowds spread their garments and
branches in the way and shout in his honor. The evangelist perceives this as a fulfillment of
the prophet Zechariah’s words concerning the coming king. Here is both great drama and
irony as Jesus enters the city he would save, while the people who will soon call for his blood
rumor it about that the prophet from Galilee has arrived.
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Our reading tells of the servant who speaks for the Lord and suffers persecution, but still
trusts in God’s help and vindication. This is the third of the “servant songs” that come from a
period late in Israel’s exile. The servant might be thought to be the faithful of Israel, the
prophet himself, or another historical or idealized figure. The people are weary and tired of
the Lord’s calling, but the servant steadfastly continues. Christians have long perceived in
these words a foretelling of Jesus’ mission.
Psalm 31:9-16
A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection.
Philippians 2:5-11
From one of the earliest Christian hymns we hear how Christ Jesus accepted the condition
of a servant, was obedient even to the point of death, and was then given the name above
every name. It is possible that this poem was adapted by Paul or another disciple from the
hopes for a savior of a people who did not yet know Jesus. He has fulfilled humanity’s dream
of one who will share fully in the mortal condition before his exaltation. To him every knee
shall bow and every tongue confess the great name of the Lord now known in person, Jesus.
The Passion
According to Mark
Our gospel is
the story of Jesus’
trial before Pilate,
his final sufferings
and death.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, March 24th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White

Betty Lou Bowles, JoAnn Plunske
Peter Bowles

Saturday, March 31st
No service at St. Paul’s this evening
Join us at Christ Church Cathedral in Hartford
For the Great Vigil of Easter & Confirmation

Sunday, March 25th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Lynda Jones
Isobel Moore
Dory Holmes
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Ushers
Russ DePace, Amy Williams
Lectors
Rich Buckley, Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Mieke Weggeman
Intercessor Amy Williams
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Lois Zane
Eucharistic Visitors: Betty Lou Bowles,
Mieke Weggeman

Sunday, April 1st
8:30 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Colin Harley, Kathie Nichols
Joan Wilson
Beverly Deickler
Lynda Jones

10:30 am
Ushers
Julie & Tom Calkins
Lectors
Tom Calkins, Amy Williams
Chalicers Ed Hord, Amy Williams
Intercessor Chris Jacques
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Sarah Ranson, Laura Sahno
Eucharistic Visitors: Lori Cook,
Peg Robinson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
March 25th
April 1st

-

Gaby Drews
Easter Breakfast

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.

St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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