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This Saturday is Saint Patrick's Day, a saint celebrated not
only by Roman Catholics, but by Christians and nonChristians of every stripe. For one day of the year, it seems
the whole world becomes Irish. I'm at a loss
as to why this saint's celebration has the
power to turn the Chicago River green every
year and to convert a Bachi's Italian
Restaurant in Torrington into O'Bachi's Irish
Pub every March 17th. Patrick wasn't even
Irish. He was a Roman Christian whose family lived in Britain.
Patrick was captured by an Irish raiding party and taken to Ireland
as a slave. It is amazing that, after his escape and his return to
Britain, he then returned to the land that enslaved him in order to
convert them to Christ. Who today has that kind of faith in Jesus to
go back into the jaws of death for our Lord?
This Saturday the 5:00 service will begin with the fourteen Stations
of the Cross, as seen and reported through the eyes of people who
witnessed Jesus's walk to Calvary. Holy Communion will follow, we
will conclude with a hymn from the Iona Community of Scotland - "Will you come
and follow me" - and then everyone is invited to a potluck supper following the
dismissal. I hope to see you all there.
Peace, Rev. Lois

Annual Women’s Breakfast Is Tomorrow
Our annual Women’s Breakfast will be tomorrow Saturday, March 17 at 8:30 am.
Reflexologist, Hedda Leonard, will be the featured speaker.
Hedda studied Reflexology at the Laura Norman Studios in
NYC after discovering how much it helped her and has
practiced it since 1990. She knows, “When the body is relaxed
and the mind is still, the healing energy that resides in each
one of us is activated. This energy moves through us and goes
where it is needed. It embodies an intelligence that is beyond
our conscious control. We can trust the source.” The quality
of touch signals the body that it's safe to go deeper and relax
into health.
This event is free and open to the public; donations of
nonperishable food items are requested, and will benefit the
Woodbury Community Service Council.

Stations of the Cross - This Saturday, March 17, we will have a dramatic reading
of the Stations of the Cross at the 5:00 service. This is part of our Intergenerational
Worship program, and both adult and youth volunteers will be involved in this
moving portrayal of the thoughts of 14 different individuals on that Good Friday, as
they went about their everyday work on a day that would prove to be anything but
routine. Some of the characters have names that are familiar, some are simply
citizens whose daily tasks placed them there as witnesses, but all were moved to
come together in this series of readings to share their memories of that day. As is
our custom, a pot luck supper will follow the service. Please join us!

Easter Flowers Delivery - After our Easter celebration, the
flowers are delivered to our members who are unable to
attend services to let them know that we remember
them and want to bring them the hope and joy
associated with Easter. Please sign up in the narthex
to assist in this important ministry.

“W

hoever serves me must follow me, and
where I am, there will my servant be
also.” What a blueprint for a disciple of Jesus to
follow! Love the Lord, follow and serve Him, and
reflect his immeasurable love to all whose lives
touch yours - and a rewarding life both now and eternally is God’s promise!
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Women’s Breakfast, Pearson Room
Confirmation Class, Seabury Room
Holy Eucharist & Stations of the Cross
Potluck Dinner
Fifth Sunday in Lent
Holy Eucharist
Adult Discussion Group, Seabury Room
Holy Eucharist
Transition Team, Seabury Room
Vestry Meeting
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
Transition Team, Seabury Room
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist
The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Holy Eucharist
Adult Discussion Group, Seabury Room
Church School
Holy Eucharist

This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, March 19th

St. Joseph, Guardian of Our Lord

A

ll that we know of Joseph we learn from the first two chapters of Matthew and of
Luke. Otherwise he is mentioned only in passing in Luke 3:23; John 1:45; John
6:42 as the supposed father of Jesus. (Mark does not mention him at all.)
In the face of circumstances where a man of lesser character might have reacted very
differently, Joseph graciously assumed the role of Jesus' father. He is well remembered in
Christian tradition for the love he showed to the boy Jesus, and for his tender affection and
care for Mary, during the twelve years and more that he was their protector.
Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant of David, and a carpenter by trade. (The
Gospels use the Greek word TEKTON, which means "builder," as in "architect." It
has been suggested that he may have been a mason or a metalworker, or a building
contractor. In favor of the traditional translation, we have a remark in the writings of
Justin Martyr, who was born in Palestine, probably around 100, and who tells us that
he has seen plows and ox-yokes still in use which were said to have been made in the
carpenter-shop at Nazareth. We may not believe that the particular claims were all
accurate, but they are testimony to what the Christians of Palestine in the early second
century believed that Joseph's occupation had been, and this may be an idea
continuously handed down in the community there since the early first century.)
Because of the silence of the Gospels, and because Jesus entrusted Mary to the care of
John, it is generally believed that Joseph died a natural death after the visit to
Jerusalem when Jesus was twelve (Luke 2:41-51), but before the Baptism of Jesus
when He was thirty. Joseph's influence during those early years must have been
tremendous. When Jesus spoke of God as being like a loving Father, He was using a
word that he had first learned as a child to apply to Joseph. Joseph stands as a
testimony to the value of simple everyday human things, and especially that human
thing called "fatherhood."

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE
Saturday Mar 24
Sunday Mar 25

5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Thursday Mar 29

Friday

6:30 pm

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Agape Dinner, Eucharist, Foot Washing, &
Stripping of Altar

12:00 pm
7:30 pm

GOOD FRIDAY
Good Friday Liturgy
Ecumenical Good Friday Service
at North Congregational Church

7:30 pm

HOLY SATURDAY
The Great Vigil of Easter & Confirmation
at Christ Church Cathedral, Hartford

Mar 30

Saturday Mar 30

Sunday

Distribution of Palms & Holy Eucharist
PALM SUNDAY
Distribution of Palms & Holy Eucharist
Distribution of Palms & Holy Eucharist

Apr 1
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am

EASTER DAY
Ecumenical Sunrise Service at Hollow Park
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
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Transition Meeting - The Rev. Canon Lee Ann
Tolzmann will be meeting with the Transition Team and
our consultant, Rev. Peter Stebinger, to occur at 6:30
pm on Thursday, March 22nd, at St. Paul's, to present
the rector candidate applications that Lee Ann has
received and discerned are appropriate for St. Paul's.
House Church - Small Group Gathering
House Church meets at Father Fred’s condo on
Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm.
House Church will study Dust Bunnies in The Basket Finding God in Lent & Easter by Tim Schenck for 3 weeks
during Lent. Please come join us for class on March 1 and
pick up your book. You are welcome to join us for this
study during Lent. Please let Father Fred
frfred@sbcglobal.net (203) 206-5852 or Betty Lou
honeylou@charter.net know if you are interested.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the
men’s group, an informal
gathering of
men, meets
for lunch at
the Charcoal
Chef. Please
join us next
week!

Stewardship Reflection
“I will be their God and they shall be my people.”

W

- JEREMIAH 31:33

hat does it mean to be God’s people? It
means we recognize that everything we
have and everything we are belongs to God. We
aren’t “owners” of anything, we are merely
“stewards” of the gifts God has given us. It
means we are willing to use our gifts and our
lives to care for our neighbors and the world, just
as God cares for us.
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W

ant God to honor you? “No
problem,” says Jesus. The
faithful Christian will be found
wherever Jesus is. Care to join him?
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E

aster Memorial Flowers - To order Easter Flowers for memorials or
thanksgivings you may use the envelopes that are being mailed to you or are
at the rear of the church or send a check including the notation “Easter Flowers”
to the church office or place it in the alms basin. To be listed in the Easter service
bulletins, your contribution must be received no later than March 25th.

This Weekend’s Readings
“Father, Glorify Your Name”
Jeremiah 31:31-34
In our opening reading the prophet Jeremiah foresees a new covenant which God
will make with the people, a covenant written not on tablets of stone but on human
hearts. Israel and Judah have broken the covenant made when the Lord brought
them out of slavery in Egypt. Now they are about to go into exile. Yet the days are
coming when their sins will be forgiven, and God will establish a new relationship
with them. This covenant will be based not on external law but on an inner knowing
of the Lord.
Psalm 51:1-13
Happy are those who walk in the law of the Lord, who guide their ways by God’s
commandments.
Hebrews 5:5-10
In this New Testament lesson we hear how through his obedience and suffering
Christ reached the perfection of his destiny and was designated by God to be the
eternal high priest..
John 12:20-33
In this gospel passage Jesus presents teaching concerning the meaning of his
death. After his prayer to God a voice from heaven is heard. Greeks wish to see
Jesus, but he will not draw all others to himself until after he has died and has risen.
Then, like a seed which falls into the earth, he will bear much fruit. Disciples must
also learn to serve Jesus by following him in this way. Now is the hour for the Son of
Man to be glorified - glorified both by his willingness to be lifted up upon the cross to
die for others,
and afterward
to be lifted up
to heaven.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, March 17th
5 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicer

Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman

Stations of the Cross
Gaby Drews

Saturday, March 24th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White

Betty Lou Bowles, JoAnn Plunske
Peter Bowles

Sunday, March 18th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Kathy Baird, Joan Wilson
Bonnie Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Kathy Baird

10:00 am
Ushers
Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota
Lectors
Ed Hord, Amy Williams
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Lois Zane
Intercessor Duke Breon
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Helen Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Lois Zane
Eucharistic Visitors: Rich Baird,
Bonnie Leavenworth

Sunday, March 25th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Lynda Jones
Isobel Moore
Dory Holmes
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Ushers
Russ DePace, Amy Williams
Lectors
Rich Buckley, Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Mieke Weggeman
Intercessor Amy Williams
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Helen Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Lois Zane
Eucharistic Visitors: Betty Lou Bowles,
Mieke Weggeman

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
March 18th
March 25th
April 1st

-

Sue & Marty Taylor
Gaby Drews
Easter Breakfast

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.

St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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