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Pastor’s Corner: Get Linked Up! 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

Over a wonderful finger food luncheon this past Sunday with Bishop 

Ahrens, some questions came up that were referred to our Northwest 

Region Missionary, Eliza Marth, with regard to areas of resource for 

parishes that are no longer staffed, specifically children and youth 

ministry.  The answer is that it turned out that all the necessary 

wisdom is already within the various congregations if we could only 

encourage networks for sharing that knowledge.  I added that every 

week an Episcopal Church in Connecticut E-Newsletter comes out 

that is packed with information.  I directed those at the luncheon to 

go to the ECCT website and at the bottom there is a place to sign up 

for the newsletter, which will make it easier for lay people to be less diocesan and clergy 

dependent and more self-reliant.  Recently I went to the website to make sure what I 

promised is there, and it is.  But there is so much more.  The home page is very user 

friendly, so far as I can say as a not-so-technically oriented person.  Right away you see 

links to "Who to call for what,” "Living Local, Joining God," and "Ministry Networks."  

And at the bottom of the page, it couldn't be easier to subscribe to receiving the newsletter 

in your email box.  Here is the link to the ECCT website. 

https://www.episcopalct.org/ 

And for the latest e-News, you can go to this link which provides a link to the e-News 

archives.  There's lots going on in the Episcopal Church in Connecticut that I know many of 

you will be interested in.  Get linked up for fellowship with your partners in God's mission, 

in the name of Jesus the Christ. 

https://www.episcopalct.org/ecct-news/electronic-newsletters/ 
 

Also look for information on these on the website: 

Bishops' letter on Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High School shooting 

Registration now open for ECCT's Spring Training & Gathering, April 7th.  Join 

Episcopalians from across the Episcopal Church in Connecticut for a day of fellowship, 

learning, prayer and fun.  All are welcome - people in the 

pews to vestry members to parish leaders and staff.  Please 

register early, over 300 people participated last year!  

Saturday, April 7 from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm at Lincoln Middle 

School, Meriden, CT.  Over 30+ workshops will be available 

throughout the day, visit the Spring Training & Gathering 

workshop booklet, available on our website here. 

Annual Mission Conference: March 3rd.  Talks: International 

Mission; Disaster Relief; Local Mission PLUS: How-to's & 

networking. 
 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Lois Keen 

February 23, 2018 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:office@stpaulswoodbury.org
https://www.episcopalct.org/
https://www.episcopalct.org/ecct-news/electronic-newsletters/
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Feb 24 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
  6:00 pm Confirmation Class, Seabury Room 
Sun Feb 25 Second Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 am Adult Discussion Group, Seabury Room 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Mon Feb 26 5:00 pm New Start Ministry, Pearson Room 
  7:00 pm Transition Team, Seabury Room 
Wed Feb 28 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Thu Mar   1 8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room 
  10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House Church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat Mar   3 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
  6:00 pm Confirmation Class, Seabury Room 
Sun Mar   4 Third Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 am Adult Discussion Group, Seabury Room 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
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Woman’s Breakfast - Save the Date - On Saturday morning March 17th at 
8:30 our women have scheduled their next breakfast.  Watch E-Connections or 
contact Betty Lou Bowles, Erin Jacques or Mieke Weggeman for more 
information. 

House Church - Small Group Gathering 

 House Church meets at Father Fred’s condo on 

Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm. 

 House Church will study Dust Bunnies in The Basket -

Finding God in Lent & Easter by Tim Schenck for 3 weeks 

during Lent. Please come join us for class on March 1 and 

pick up your book.  

You are welcome to 

join us for this study 

during Lent. Please 

let Father Fred 

frfred@sbcglobal.net 

(203) 206-5852 or 

Betty Lou honeylou@charter.net 

know if you are interested. 

Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the 
men’s group, an informal 

gathering of men, 
meets for lunch 
at the Charcoal 
Chef.  Please join 
us next week! 

“ No distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God … (he was) fully convinced 

that God was able to do what he had promised.”  
Are we striving to bring the same faith to our 
spiritual and stewardship lives?  The idea of 
absolute trust in our Creator can be an elusive idea 
to wrap our hearts and minds around! 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

“ ‘Here I am!’ he answered.”  – 

GENESIS 22:11 

 

I t is easy to say, “Here I am, Lord,” when 

we are kneeling in church.  But how easy 

is it to say “Here I am, Lord,” when a neighbor 

needs our help, when we are invited to join a 

parish ministry, or when we are asked to provide 

financial support?  Often times we are called 

when it’s not convenient for us.  Discipleship is 

not always easy, most of the time it will make us 

uncomfortable and vulnerable. 

mailto:frfred@sbcglobal.net
tel:(203)%20206-5852
mailto:honeylou@charter.net
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Coming Next Summer!   

Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the 

Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the 

famine?  Plans are underway for another awesome Christian 

pilgrimage.  This time to Egypt with a 

Nile River cruise and a climb up Mount Sinai.  

There will be options for those who haven’t been to 

Jordan and Israel as well.  We depart for Egypt on 

June 28th and return on July 19th.  The Israel only 

trip leaves on July 10th.  Pricing and more details are 

Coffee Tins Needed - Metal coffee tins (empty) with lid are 
needed to transport altar flowers to those unable to get to 
church.  You can leave them by the mailboxes near the office 
stairway or give them to an Altar Guild member. 

†  This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Saturday, February 24th 

St. Matthias the Apostle 
 

I n the nine days of waiting between Jesus’ Ascension and the Day of Pentecost, the 

disciples remained together in prayer.  During this time, Peter reminded them that the 

defection and death of Judas had left the 

fellowship of the Twelve with a 

vacancy.  The Acts of the Apostles 

records Peter’s proposal that “one of the 

men who have accompanied us during 

all the time that the Lord Jesus went in 

and out among us, beginning from the 

baptism of John until the day when he 

was taken up from us - one of these men 

must become with us a witness to his 

resurrection” (Acts 1:21–22).  Two men 

were nominated, Joseph called 

Barsabbas who was surnamed Justus, 

and Matthias.  After prayer, the 

disciples cast lots, and the lot fell to 

Matthias, who was then enrolled with 

the eleven. 

Nothing further is told of Matthias 

after his selection.  According to 

tradition he was an exemplary Apostle, 

but we know nothing more.  Matthias seems an appropriate example to Christians of one 

whose faithful companionship with Jesus qualifies him to be a suitable witness to the 

resurrection, and whose service is unheralded and unsung. 
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Transition Meeting - The Rev. Canon Lee Ann Tolzmann has scheduled a 

meeting with the Transition Team and our consultant, Rev. Peter Stebinger, 
to occur at 6:30 pm on Thursday, March 22nd, at St. Paul's, to present the 
rector candidate applications that Lee Ann has received and discerned are 
appropriate for St. Paul's. 
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

Following in Jesus’ Way 
 

 Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

I n our opening lesson God appears to Abram and enters into covenant with 
him, promising to make him an ancestor to multitudes.  Abram is now a 

changed person.  He will henceforth be called Abraham, and his wife Sarai will now 
be called Sarah.  The covenant is to be an everlasting covenant made not only with 
Abraham and Sarah, but with all generations which issue from them.  The Hebrew 
people will come to see this covenant as the originating source of their own identity, 
and Christians will find an example of saving faith in Abraham’s response to God’s 
promise. 

 Psalm 22:22-30 
A song of praise to the Lord, who rules over all and cares for the downtrodden. 
 Romans 4:13-25 
In this reading Paul explains that the new relationship with God is open to 

everyone who follows in Abraham’s faith.  This means that righteousness before God 
comes through God’s free gift and the response of faith - not because of obedience to 
the law. 

 Mark 8:31-38 
In our gospel passage Jesus teaches his disciples of the true nature of the ministry 

of the Son of Man and what it means to follow in his way.  Peter has just previously 
stated his belief that Jesus is the Christ.  But now he is called Satan because he tempts 
Jesus with human ideas rather than God’s.  Peter needs to understand that, as the 

Son of Man, Jesus’ mission 
leads through suffering and 
death before resurrection.  
Disciples must also learn that 
the true self and true life are 
found by those who let 
themselves be lost for the 
sake of Jesus and the gospel. 

 

J esus reprimands Peter for not thinking 
in God’s terms.  Faithful followers spend 

some of their time trying to discern God’s 
terms, so that they can act accordingly. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent2_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent2_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent2_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent2_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, February 24th 

5 pm 

Ushers  Marianne Daly, Thayer Daly Lehman 

Lectors  Thayer & Matthew Daly Lehman 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, February 25th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Lynda Jones, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Bonnie Leavenworth 

Chalicer Bonnie Leavenworth 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lectors  Chris Jacques, Duke Breon 

Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Mieke Weggeman 

Intercessor Ed Hord 

Acolyte  Hannah Kimball 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer, 

Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter 

Eucharistic Visitor: Bonnie Leavenworth 

 

Saturday, March 3rd 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Betty Lou Bowles, Peter Bowles 

Chalicer Peter Bowles 
 

Sunday, March 4th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Judie Ferris, Dick Leavenworth 

Lector  Dick Leavenworth 

Chalicer Rick Hammer 

Intercessor Rick Hammer 
 

10:00 am 

Usher  Russ DePace 

Lectors  Rich Buckley, Amy Williams 

Chalicers Phoebe Hale, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Acolytes Erica Dionne, Owen Hale 

Counter  

Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Eucharistic Visitor: Dory Holmes, Peg Robinson 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

February 25th - Renee Mulligan 
March   4th  - Dale & Jay Ambrose 
March 11th  - Julie & Tom Calkins 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 

 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net
mailto:office%20@stpaulswoodbury.org
http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV
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