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Pastor’s Corner: God Weeps 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

T here is nothing to say.  Another shooting in a school, this time in 

Florida.  I grieve for everyone whose lives are cut short, and for 

those who are injured, physically and emotionally.  There is nothing I 

can say that will satisfy everyone.  For those for whom these children 

are simply collateral damage for the freedom to bear arms, as well as 

for those for whom these deaths are unforgivable and preventable, I 

can only ask, “How long are we going to accept this?”  God weeps.  

For the sake of those tears, we must not accept this as the new 

normal.  We must find a way to stop this.  We, personally, must find a 

way.  "Thoughts and prayers" are no longer enough.  Action is 

required to manifest those thoughts and prayers.  Pray, yes, without 

ceasing, and then, get to work to seek an end to gun violence on this 

scale.  Lord, have mercy on us all. 
 

A prayer by Kim Gilliland 

God of Heaven and Earth, God of the sunrise and the sunset, God of the highest mountain 

and the deepest valley, hear our prayers as we come before your throne of glory.  Declare 

your message to us and grant us the courage to listen.  May our listening turn to action.  

May our actions touch the hearts of those who need to hear your voice.  We put our trust in 

you knowing that it is well placed in your gentle and caring hands.  Amen. 
 

Faithfully, Rev. Lois Keen 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Feb 17 6:00 pm Confirmation Class, Seabury Room 
Sun Feb 18 First Sunday in Lent 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist / Bishop Ahrens Visitation 
Mon Feb 19 7:00 pm Transition Team, Seabury Room 
Tues Feb 20 7:00 pm Vestry Meeting 
Wed Feb 21 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Thu Feb 22 8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room 
  10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House Church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat Feb 24 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
  6:00 pm Confirmation Class, Seabury Room 
Sun Feb 25 Second Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 am Adult Discussion Group, Seabury Room 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
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Woman’s Breakfast - Save the Date - On Saturday morning March 17th at 
8:30 our women have scheduled their next breakfast.  Watch E-Connections or 
contact Betty Lou Bowles, Erin Jacques or Mieke Weggeman for more 
information. 

Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the 
men’s group, an informal 

gathering of 
men, meets for 
lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  
Please join us 
next week! 

A dam and Eve were 
provided with life in 

Paradise, asked only to tend 
and keep it - not to eat of one 
particular tree.  Their 
misguided quest for control 
and power, and failure to 
heed God’s command cost 
them everything.  Does our 
own need to control what 
we mistakenly consider to 
be “ours” threaten God’s 
lovingly-offered relationship 
with us?  Still a challenging 
lesson to learn, isn’t it? 

House Church - Small Group 
Gathering -House Church meets 
at Father Fred’s condo on 
Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm.  If 
you would like to join, please 
contact Father Fred at 
frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou 
Bowles at honeylou@charter.net. 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God….” 

  – MARK 1:14 
 

D o you ever think about how difficult it must 

have been for Jesus to come into Galilee, 

knowing that John had just been arrested for teaching 

the same message that Jesus was proclaiming.  It must 

have taken great love and trust for Jesus to do what the 

Father had sent Him here on earth to do.  In the same 

way, following a life of stewardship takes great love 

and trust from us.  We must be willing to surrender 

completely to God, trusting that God will always give 

us all that we need to fulfill His plan for us. 

mailto:frfred@sbcglobal.net
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Coming Next Summer!   

Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the 

Pharaohs, Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the 

famine?  Plans are underway for another awesome Christian 

pilgrimage.  This time to Egypt with a 

Nile River cruise and a climb up Mount Sinai.  

There will be options for those who haven’t been to 

Jordan and Israel as well.  We depart for Egypt on 

June 28th and return on July 19th.  The Israel only 

trip leaves on July 10th.  Pricing and more details are 

Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the 
men’s group, an informal 

gathering of 
men, meets for 
lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  
Please join us 
next week! 

Coffee Tins Needed - Metal 
coffee tins (empty) with lid are 
needed to transport altar flowers 
to those unable to get to church.  
You can leave them by the 

mailboxes near the office 
stairway or give them to an 
Altar Guild member. 

Transition Meeting - The Rev. 
Canon Lee Ann Tolzmann has 

scheduled a meeting with 
the Transition Team and 
our consultant, Rev. Peter 
Stebinger, to occur at 
6:30 pm on Thursday, 

March 22nd, at St. Paul's, to present 
the rector candidate applications that 
Lee Ann has received and discerned 

are appropriate for 
St. Paul's. 

Bishop Visitation 
- This Sunday, 
February 18th, 
Bishop Laura 
Ahrens will be 

joining us.  There will only be one 
service this weekend at 10 am. 

Woodbury Food Bank Immediate 
Needs - Here are the priority items the 
food bank is looking for: Soups - 
Chowders, Minestrone, Chicken with 
Rice, Lentil & Beef Broth; Other - 
Oatmeal, Canned Chicken, Hash, 
Chili, Hot Chocolate, Juice Boxes / 
Pouches, Juice Bottles, Paper Napkins.  

Contact Bonnie 
Leavenworth for 

more info. 
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

Into the Wilderness 
 

 Genesis 9:8-17 

O ur Hebrew scripture lesson tells of God’s promise to Noah and to future generations 
never again to flood all the earth.  God establishes this covenant with a sign - the 

rainbow that is seen in the storm clouds.  This covenant is made with the whole of creation.  
It signifies God’s purpose to preserve and save the world, not to destroy it. 

 Psalm 25:1-9 
A prayer of forgiveness and guidance and an expression of trust in the Lord. 
 1 Peter 3:18-22 
This reading from the New Testament speaks of the significance of Christ’s death and 

resurrection.  In the story of Noah’s salvation a prefigurement of our own salvation through 
the water of baptism is perceived.  Portions of this letter are thought to have been originally 
composed for use in a service of baptism and Eucharist on the eve of Easter.  Such a purpose 
would explain the association of the themes of Christ's death, baptism, and his triumphal 
resurrection.  It is uncertain who is meant by the spirits to whom Christ preached after his 
death, but this activity may signify God’s intention for the salvation of all. 

 Mark 1:9-15 
The gospel is the story of Jesus’ baptism followed by his temptation in the wilderness by 

Satan and his proclamation of the coming kingdom of God.  As Jesus comes up from the 
water, the Holy Spirit descends like a dove and a voice from heaven tells him that he is the 
beloved Son.  The Spirit then guides him out into the wilderness, where ancient Israel also 
met its temptation.  Here Jesus has his first encounter with Satan, and then goes forth 
proclaiming the nearing reign of God: “Repent, and believe in the good news.” 

 

“ Change your ways, and put your 
trust in the good news,” Jesus tells 

us.  What things might need to be 
changed around your life so that you can 
become a better follower? 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Lent/BLent1_RCL.html#gsp1
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, February 17th 

5 pm 

 

   No Service - Bishop Visitation 

 
 

Sunday, February 18th 

8:00 am 

 

   No Service - Bishop Visitation 

 

 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Julie & Tom Calkins 

Lectors  Rich Buckley, Tom Calkins 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Chris Jacques 

Acolyte  Erica Dionne 

Counter Peter Bowles 

Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer, 

Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter 

Eucharistic Visitors:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Nancy Twinem 

Saturday, February 24th 

5 pm 

Ushers  Marianne Daly, Thayer Daly Lehman 

Lectors  Thayer & Matthew Daly Lehman 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, February 25th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Lynda Jones, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Bonnie Leavenworth 

Chalicer Bonnie Leavenworth 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lectors  Chris Jacques, Duke Breon 

Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Mieke Weggeman 

Intercessor Ed Hord 

Acolyte  Hannah Kimball 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer, 

Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter 

Eucharistic Visitor: Bonnie Leavenworth 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

February 18th - Betty Lou Bowles 
Febraury 25th - Renee Mulligan 
March    4th - Dale & Jay Ambrose 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 
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