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Pastor’s Corner: Note to Self 
 

Note to Self: Whether I give a person a fish 
or teach her or him how to fish, 
my job hasn't changed. 
My job is fish. 
It is not to make value judgments about 
whether the woman or man is deserving of fish. 
It is not to criticize the man or woman 
for not knowing how to fish already. 
And it is certainly not my job 
to stand around and debate the 
relative efficacy of fish charity vs. fish education 
while the 
woman or 
man in front 
of me goes 
hungry. 
This 
woman, this 
man, is my 
sister, my 
brother. 
My job is 
fish. 

(notetoselfphilosophy.com adapted) 
 
I refer you, gentle reader, to the readings from Jonah and the Gospel 
according to Mark for this coming Sunday. 
Read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest (no fishy pun intended!). 
 
The Reverend Lois Keen 
959 Litchfield Street 
Torrington, CT 06790 
203-788-0630  

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:office@stpaulswoodbury.org
http://notetoselfphilosophy.com
tel:203-788-0630
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Stewardship Reflection 
 

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”  

 – MARK 1:17 

J esus’ call to “Follow me” is a call to all Christians!  The call is in the 

here and now, in our present circumstances, not when we think we are 

“ready” or have everything in order.  Good stewardship of our God-given 

gifts means that things aren’t always going to go according to our schedule 

and that God has a much better plan in store for each of us. 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Jan 20 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist & Healing 
Sun Jan 21 Third Sunday after the Epiphany
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:00 am Adult Formation Group, Seabury Room 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  11:00 am Post Christmas Bazaar Review Meeting 
Mon Jan 22 7:00 pm Transition Team 
Wed Jan 24 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Thu Jan 25 8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room 
  10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House Church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat Jan 27 5:00 pm Confirmation Class, Seabury Room 
Sun Jan 28 Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  11:15 am Annual Meeting 

House Church - Small Group Gathering -After a holiday hiatus, House Church will 
meet at Father Fred’s condo this Thursday from 7-8:30 pm.  If you would like to join, 
please contact Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou Bowles at 
honeylou@charter.net. 

Mark Your Calendar - Our Annual Meeting is 
next Sunday, January 28th following the 10 
am service - Plan to join us for the potluck 
meal and the parish’s annual meeting.  All 
committee chairs are reminded to submit their 
Annual Reports by Monday, January 22nd. 

Please Note: Because of the Annual Meeting, there 
will be no Saturday service on January 27th or 8 am 
service on the day of the meeting. 

mailto:frfred@sbcglobal.net
mailto:honeylou@charter.net
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A Message from your Transition Team –January 20th and 21st 

Greetings to all –  

Phase I of our Clergy Transition process is now complete and Phase II begins!  The 

Reverend Canon Lee Ann Tolzmann, who leads the Office of Mission Leadership for the 

Connecticut Diocese, approved last week, in consultation with Bishop Ahrens, both our 

updated website (in particular, the new “Clergy Transition” tab) and the documents that the 

Transition Team prepared that comprise our Rector “job listing.”  Many thanks to Rich 

Buckley for his assistance in updating our website. 

One document is available for all to see and can be found on 

www.transitionministryconference.org under “Open Positions.”  The other document, longer 

and more detailed, is located in the “OTM Portfolio database” on the national Episcopal 

Church website (www.episcopalchurch.org/transition-ministry).  This database is searchable 

only by authorized clergy and laity, including those who are seeking positions in the 

Episcopal church.  However, a copy of our Rector job listing in the OTM Portfolio database 

is posted in the Clergy Transition portion of our website under “Announcements and Media” 

and a copy is also posted on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall. 

All interested candidates apply through Rev. Lee Ann’s 

office.  She will be accepting applications through 

Monday, March 12th, 2018.  In consultation with 

Bishop Ahrens, Rev. Tolzmann selects the applications 

of the candidates that best fit with our parish and then 

she presents the candidate applications to the Transition 

Team at a meeting.  Once the Transition Team receives 

the applications, we begin the process of reviewing 

them and selecting the candidates we’d like to speak to.  

Initial interviews are done with candidates by phone 

and Skype, after which the Transition Team selects a 

limited number of serious candidates for in-person 

interviews to be conducted locally.  More on the 

interviewing process later.  Between now and March 

12th, the Transition Team will continue to meet, along with our consultant Rev. Peter 

Stebinger, to generate interview questions, work on interviewing skills and techniques, and 

to participate in a mock interview with an actual Episcopal priest selected by Peter. 

Once the Transition Team receives applications, please remember that each Team member is 

(Continued on page 4) 

http://www.transitionministryconference.org
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/transition-ministry
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Coming Next Summer!   

Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the Pharaohs, 

Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?  Plans are 

underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage.  This time 

to Egypt with a Nile River cruise and 

a climb up Mount Sinai.  There will be options 

for those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as 

well.  We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on 

July 19th.  The Israel only trip leaves on July 10th.  

Pricing and more details are available here. 

Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the 
men’s group, an informal 

gathering of 
men, meets for 
lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  
Please join us 
next week! 

obligated to maintain absolute confidentiality regarding the candidates.  When a letter of 

agreement is signed with the candidate chosen by the Vestry, and Bishop Ahrens gives 

permission to make the calling of our new Rector public, we will inform your promptly.  

This policy is solely for purposes of protecting the candidates.  Our Diocese’s policy on 

confidentiality for search committees can be found on www.episcopalct.org (search 

“confidentiality” and you should easily find it). 

This is an exciting move forward for St. Paul’s in our Clergy Transition process.  We will 

continue to keep you updated and, as always, feel free to speak to any Transition Team 

member with any questions you may 

have.  Please continue to pray for a 

successful transition for St. Paul’s!  

Thank you. 

Yours in peace, 

Rich Baird, Joel Cook, 

Rick Hammer, Sue Jacques, Pam 

Lehman, Karen Nash, 

Nancy Twinem & Amy Williams 

(Continued from page 3) Transition Team  

http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
http://www.episcopalct.org
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Bazaar Meeting - Christmas 

Bazaar volunteers should please 
plan to attend our Post Bazaar 
Review meeting on January 21st 
after the 10 am service.  Bring 
your thoughts about what 
worked well and what needs to 
be changed for 2018. 
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

“Come and See” 
 

 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

I n our opening lesson we hear how Samuel learns that the Lord is calling him to 
make him God’s prophet.  Three times the boy Samuel misunderstands and 

thinks that it is his mentor Eli summoning him during the night.  Finally Eli realizes 
it must be the Lord, and tells Samuel to be ready.  In the morning Samuel informs Eli 
of the punishment that is about to come upon his house.  As Samuel grows, all Israel 
recognizes that he has been chosen by God to prophecy to the people. 

 Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17 
With marvelous wisdom God alone perceives the heights and depths of life. 
 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
In this lesson Paul is required to criticize a misguided understanding of Christian 

freedom that has been adopted by some of the Corinthians. 
 John 1:43-51 
Our gospel is the story of Philip and Nathaniel becoming disciples of Jesus.  

Nathaniel first doubts that the one whom Moses foretold could come from the 
virtually unknown town of Nazareth.  But Jesus astounds Nathaniel by telling him 
what normal sight could not have disclosed.  He then promises Nathaniel that he will 
have his own still greater vision, a heavenly revelation of the Son of Man as an 
intermediary between heaven and earth. 

 

I n the calling of the fishermen, what word is repeated to 
indicate their enthusiasm?  Immediately!  Are we in the habit 

of responding to God’s call to us immediately, or is our answer “maybe 
sometime I can become your diligent and faithful follower, but right 
now _______ (you fill in the blank) is much more important.”  Where 
would the Church be today if the disciples, and the many faithful who 

came after, had made such a response?  

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#nt1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#gsp1
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Upcoming Events in our  
Northwest Region 

 

Parish Musician Luncheon 
Sunday, January 21

st
 from 1-3 pm at St. Michael’s Episcopal Church in 

Litchfield 
 

This gathering is for the principal musician of each Episcopal parish in the 
Northwest Region of the Episcopal Church in Connecticut.  The goal of the 
gathering is to celebrate the important ministry of music over a meal, to build 
relationships with each other and to see if there is energy to organize a 
collaborative “Big Sing,” evensong, hymn sing or some other musical event in 

the Northwest Region. 
 

More details will be sent directly to the musicians in the month leading up to the 
event!  Eliza Marth at emarth@epsicopalct.org is the contact person for this 
gathering.   
 

Trinity Institute 2018: Values in Action 
Friday, February 2

nd
 from 7 - 9 pm and Saturday, February 3

rd
 from 9 am - 3pm 

Live Streaming at St. Michael’s, Litchfield 
 

Trinity Wall Street hosts an annual conference called “Trinity Institute.” You may 
register and attend the conference in New York City, or you can join others from the 
Northwest Region at St. Michael’s, Litchfield where we will be live streaming the 
conference!  This year, the conference focuses on how we can create a better world 
through action and connection.  We will explore how to get grounded and how to 
discern shared values to form powerful partnerships that will help us move forward 
with courageous intention.  The conference is a mix of speakers and facilitated 
small group breakouts. 
 

Are you and/or a group from your church interested in attending?  Please email 
Eliza Marth at emarth@episcopalct.org or click here to register.  The cost is free, 
though please bring a nutritious non-perishable to donate to the Food Pantry at St. 
Michael’s.  Light refreshments and lunch will be provided on Saturday. 
 

Lay Preaching Class 
We are beginning a series of four classes designed to prepare lay people to preach 
in the pulpits of their parish.  The goal of the class is to prepare lay people to preach 
and to build a support network for lay preachers. 
 

If you are interested*, or if you are a lay preacher who would like to join a 
community of support, please email our Northwest Region Missionary, Eliza Marth 
at emarth@episcopalct.org.  *Support from the rector/priest in charge of your parish 
is required to participate in the class  
Update: This pilot class is full and will be kicking off in February!  Email Eliza if you 
are interested in participating in the next round 
 

Annual Northwest Region Convocation 
Saturday, June 23

rd
 at White Memorial in Litchfield 

 

Everyone is invited to join the Northwest Region Leadership Team for our 2
nd

 
Annual Northwest Region Convocation.  We will have time to meet one another, 
pray together, and to discuss what God is up to in our Region.  Please save and 
share the date - more details will be sent out closer to the event. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

mailto:emarth@epsicopalct.org
mailto:emarth@episcopalct.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdvshha5JwOiwAVol-uxU27COku3c4ppNzZANI4ptORIzEiCw/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:emarth@episcopalct.org
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Pilgrimage to Egypt and the Holy Land 
Egypt: June 28-July 10, 2018 Holy Land: July 10-19, 2018 
Organized by St. Paul’s in Brookfield 
 

For the past 5 years, St. Paul’s in Brookfield in conjunction with surrounding 
Episcopal parishes, has gone on a pilgrimage to Biblical sites.  They are 
widening the circle and inviting anyone in the Northwest Region who is 
interested to join!  This trip will enliven your faith by learning history, following 
in the literal footsteps of where Jesus, the disciples and the prophets before 
them trod, and seeing a bit of the cultural and environmental context from 
which the stories of the Bible grew. 
 

This year, the trip has two parts, beginning in Egypt and ending in the Holy 
Land. This trip has many options, as your schedule and finances allow.  So far this 
year, Episcopalians will be joining from St. Andrew’s in Kent and Marbledale as well 
as St. Paul’s in Woodbury and Brookfield.  If you are interested, please email David 
Szen at office@stpaulswoodbury.org. 
 

Second Sunday at Camp Washington 
2

nd
 Sunday of each month from 4:30 - 6:30 pm 

 

Join us the second Sunday of each month for a time of learning, reflection, and 
community.  Guest speakers (both ordained and lay people) will offer a short 
program, followed by worship, concluding with dinner.  Spend time in thought and 
prayer surrounded by the natural beauty of Camp Washington.  There is no cost for 
this program, however we ask guests to consider making a free will offering to our 
financial aid program, and we also encourage guests to bring a non-perishable food 
item for our local pantry program. 
 

Please RSVP by calling 860-567-9623 or camp@campwashington.org.  We hope 
you can join us! 
 

Get Connected 
 

Check the Northwest Region – Episcopal Church in Connecticut Facebook page! 
Like us and we will like you – share your parish events – find out about Northwest 

Region events: 
www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT 

 

Eliza Marth 
Northwest Region Missionary  

emarth@episcopalct.org 860-387-2190 
 

Call/text/email our Northwest Region Missionary anytime. 

Coffee Tins Needed - Metal coffee tins (empty) with lid are needed to 
transport altar flowers to those unable to get to church.  You 
can leave them by the mailboxes near the office stairway or 
give them to an Altar Guild member. 

Do  you hear Jesus calling you?  Where 
does he want you to be?  What does 

he want you to do?  As one who wants to be a 
faithful follower, how do you respond? 

mailto:office@stpaulswoodbury.org
mailto:camp@campwashington.org
https://www.facebook.com/NorthwestRegionECCT/
mailto:emarth@episcopalct.org
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, January 20th 

5 pm 

Ushers  Marianne Daly, Matthew Daly Lehman 

Lectors  Thayer Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, January 21st 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Dick Leavenworth, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Dick Leavenworth 

Chalicers Rick Hammer 

Intercessor Isobel Moore 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Russ, DePace, Amy Williams 

Lectors  Betty Lou Bowles, Ed Hord 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Wrey Trompeter 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Acolytes Ryan & Lauren Trompeter 

Counter Ron Roberts 

Altar Guild:  Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman, 

Isobel Moore 

Eucharistic Visitor:  Betty Lou Bowles 

 

Saturday, January 27th 

5 pm 

(No service - Annual Meeting) 

 

 
 

Sunday, January 28th 

8:00 am 

(No service - Annual Meeting) 

 

 

 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Julie & Tom Calkins 

Lectors  Bonnie Leavenworth, Tom Calkins 

Chalicers Dory Holmes, Ed Hord 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 

Acolyte  Hannah Kimball 

Counter Barbara Elmore 

Altar Guild:  Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman, 

Isobel Moore, Lois Zane 

Eucharistic Visitors: Nancy Twinem, 

Mieke Weggeman 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

January 21st - Kathy Baird 
January 28th - Erin Jacques 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 
entertained angels unawares. 

 

file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net
mailto:office%20@stpaulswoodbury.org
http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV

