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Pastor’s Corner: Come, See Why
“Do not be dismayed by the brokenness of the world. All things break. And all
things can be mended. Not with time, as they say, but with intention. So go. Love
intentionally, extravagantly, unconditionally. The broken world
waits in darkness for the light that is you. (L.R. Knost, author
of Two Thousand Kisses A Day)
The baby has been born. On January 1, the churches that
follow a liturgical calendar will celebrate his circumcision, his
initiation into the house of Israel. Between the birth and the
circumcision, the church has seen fit to religiously remember
in the calendar of saints, Saint Stephen Martyr (Dec. 26),
Saint John Evangelist (Dec. 27), and the Holy Innocents (Dec.
28).
You can read Saint Stephen’s story in the Book of Acts,
chapter 6 through chapter 8, verse 3. Stephen’s story leads
directly to Saul, who became Saint Paul.
Saint John was the evangelist who wrote those immortal words, “In the
beginning was the Word…And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us…”.
The Reverend Tim Madsen, on a website called St. Laika’s has a lovely post on
Saint John. You can read it on Facebook here. https://www.facebook.com/
stlaikas/posts/1621824554530989
The pseudonomynous “Archdruid Eileen” (actual a vicar in the Church of
England) at “The Beaker Folk of Husborne Crawley” has written very wisely and
movingly on the Holy Innocents this week. You can find that article here. If,
because you do not have Facebook, you cannot open these links (they are slow to
load), email me at revlois1@yahoo.com and I will send them to you.
https://cybercoenobites.blogspot.com/2017/12/holyinnocents.html
On Saturday and Sunday,
December 30 and 31, we will celebrate
Jesus’s circumcision, anticipating the
Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus which
falls on January 1 each year. It is not
an accident that the three feasts that
are observed between the birth and the
circumcision of Jesus are placed where
they are. On Saturday at 5:00 pm or on
Sunday at 8:00 or 10:00 am. come and
see why.
Faithfully, Rev Lois Keen

† Transforming Saints of God
Thursday, December 28th
The Holy Innocents

H

erod the Great, ruler of the Jews, appointed by
the Romans in 40 BC, kept the peace in
Palestine for 37 years. His ruthless control,
coupled with genuine ability, has been recorded by the Jewish
historian Josephus, who describes him as “a man of great
barbarity towards everyone.” An Idumaean, married to the daughter of Hyrcanus, the last
legal Hasmonean ruler, Herod was continually in fear of losing his throne. It is not
surprising that the Wise Men’s report of the birth of an infant King of the Jews (Matthew 2)
caused him fear and anger. Although the event is not recorded in secular history, the story
of the massacre of the Innocents is totally in keeping with what is known of Herod’s
character.
To protect himself against being supplanted by an infant king, Herod ordered the
slaughter of all male children under two years of age in Bethlehem and the surrounding
region. No one knows how many were killed, but the Church has always honored these
innocent children as martyrs - "martyrs in fact though not in will." Augustine of Hippo
called them “buds, killed by the frost of persecution the moment they showed themselves.”

Festival of Lights

S

aturday, January 6th is the Day of Epiphany, and we will
celebrate the arrival of the Magi, who traveled far to see the
Infant Savior, in a special celebration at the Saturday 5 pm service.
The Festival of Lights chronicles the development of Christianity as it
spread through the world, bringing the Light of Christ to others. It is
a poignant and beautiful service, customarily done only at
Epiphany. We invite you to come and share in the telling of this
story. A pot luck supper will follow this celebration, and we hope
that you will also stay for this opportunity for fellowship.
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Holy Eucharist
First Sunday after Christmas Day
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Executive Committee
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
Epiphany Festival of Lights
Potluck Supper
First Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

See you in January! House Church - Small Group Gathering This group is taking the rest of the month off. If you would like to
join House Church please contact Father Fred at
frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou Bowles at honeylou@charter.net.
Mark Your Calendar - Our Annual Meeting is
Sunday, January 21st following the 10 am
service - Plan to join us for the potluck meal
and the parish’s annual meeting. All
committee chairs are reminded to submit their
Annual Reports by Monday, January 15th.
Please Note: Because of the Annual Meeting, there
will be no Saturday service on January 20th or 8 am
service on the day of the meeting.

Stewardship Reflection
“…as the Lord has forgiven you, so you must forgive.”
- COLOSSIANS 3:13

F

orgiveness – one of the hardest things for people to do.
It’s amazing how long we can hold a grudge or be angry
with someone. As we celebrate the New Year, take this
opportunity to give the gift of forgiveness to someone - maybe
someone in your
family, maybe a friend, maybe a co- worker or
neighbor or,
maybe yourself. Pick up the phone or text someone
right now.

Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the Pharaohs,
Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine? Plans are
underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage. This time
to Egypt with a Nile River cruise and
a climb up Mount Sinai. There will be options
for those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as
well. We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on
July 19th. The Israel only trip leaves on July 10th.
Pricing and more details are available here.
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“

… you have poured upon us
the new light of your incarnate
Word: Grant that his light, enkindled
in our hearts, may shine forth in our
lives…” What kind of light shines
through you to reflect your love of
God, and your desire to spread that
light in the service of others?

This Weekend’s Readings
Jesus the Word
Isaiah 61:10-62:3
n our Hebrew Bible reading the prophet joyfully responds on behalf of all God’s people
to the Lord’s promises for a redeemed Jerusalem. He is a messenger to those who are
poor and have suffered many troubles. The prophet will not keep silence until the deliverance
of Jerusalem is known throughout the world.
Psalm 147
A hymn of praise to the Lord, who rules over nature and has shown faithfulness to
Jerusalem and God’s people Israel.
Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7
In this epistle lesson Paul explains what the role of the law has been and how, in our new
relationship of faith, we have become sons and heirs of the Father. Before the coming of
Christ and justification by faith we were like small children who had to be closely watched.
God’s own Son was born a subject of the law. Through him we now are given the status of
sons coming into their maturity. We are enabled, through the Spirit of his Son, to call upon
God with the same Aramaic word for Father that Jesus is remembered to have used, Abba.
John 1:1-18
The gospel opens with a hymn to God’s Word, the expression of God’s very being and the
creative power of all life, who has now become flesh and lived among us. The Word is the
light of all humankind, and was witnessed to by John the Baptist. Although the world made
by the Word did not recognize the Word, those who did believe in the Word have been given
the right to become
children of God. The
law came through
Moses, but grace and
truth come through the
only Son, who makes
the Father know.

I
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, December 30th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Lis Blum, Janet Congdon
Karen Nash

Saturday, January 6th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Gaby Drews
Betty Lou Bowles, Peter Bowles
Peter Bowles

Sunday, December 31st
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Lynda Jones
Rick Hammer
Dory Holmes
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Ushers
Julie & Tom Calkins
Lectors
Tom Calkins, Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Mieke Weggeman
Intercessor Chris Jacques
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones,
Wrey Trompeter

Sunday, January 7th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicers
Intercessor

Rick Hammer, Colin Harley
Beverly Deickler
Beverly Deickler
Rick Hammer

10:00 am
Ushers
Kathy Baird, Russ, DePace
Lectors
Rich Buckley, Chris Jacques
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Phoebe Hale
Intercessor Kathy Baird
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Bonnie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird, Lori Cook

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Contact Barbara Elmore to host.

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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