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Pastor’s Corner: Light 
 

 

LIGHT 

 looked down and beheld darkness. 

“Thither will I go,: said Light. 

Peace looked down and beheld war. 

“Thither will I go,” said Peace. 

Love looked down and beheld hate. 

“Thither will I go,” said Love. 

So light came, and shone. 

So peace came, and gave rest. 

So love came, and gave light. 

 
 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. (Laurence 

Housman, 1865-1959, in “What is Meant by the Kingdom of God?”, 

from Asking the Questions, Oxford University Press, 1936.  Out of 

print.  Quoted on the web on Anglicans Online, December 2003) 

 
 

On the 21st of December, The Episcopal Church in Connecticut will remember those 

without homes.  Here is a prayer from the Church of England. 

 
 

“God of compassion, your love for humanity was revealed in Jesus, whose earthly life 

began in the poverty of a stable and ended in the pain and isolation of the cross: we hold 

before you those who are homeless and cold especially in this bitter weather. Draw near and 

comfort them in spirit and bless those who work to provide them with shelter, food, and 

friendship.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.” 

 
 

The worship schedule for the rest of the year is as follows: 

Thursday, December 21, 8:00 a.m. - Saint Thomas the Apostle 

Saturday, December 23, 5:00 p.m. – Advent 4: Remembering Saint Mary 

Sunday, December 24,   4:00 p.m. -  Pageant service with Eucharist 

Sunday December 24, 10:30 p.m. – Carol service, with Festal Eucharist at 11:00 p.m. 

Christmas Day: Christ Church Watertown – Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m. 

    Epiphany Southbury – Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m. 

    Saint Michael’s Litchfield – Holy Communion, 10:00 a.m., Rite I 

Thursday, December 26, 8:00 a.m. – Holy Innocents 

Saturday and Sunday, December 30 and 31: The Holy Name of Jesus 
 

 

Faithfully, 

Rev. Lois Keen 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Dec 23 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Dec 24 Eve of the Nativity
  4:00 pm Christmas Eve Family Service & Pageant 
  10:30 am Traditional Christmas Eve Midnight Service 
Wed Dec 27 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Thu Dec 28 8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room 
Sat Dec 30 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Dec 31 First Sunday after Christmas Day
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

T hat Jesus was born is a fact both of history 

and revelation.  The precise date of his birth, 

however, is not recorded in the Gospels, which are, 

after all, not biographies, and show little concern 

for those biographical details in which more 

modern Christians are interested.  Such interest 

began to become prominent in the fourth century, 

together with the development of liturgical 

observances of the events of biblical history. 

 It was in Rome, in 336, that the date, December 

25, was settled upon for the celebration of the 

Nativity.  The day, coming as it does at the winter solstice, was already a sacred one, as the 

festival of the birth of the Unconquerable Sun (dies natalis Solis Invicti); but its 

correspondence with the historical date of Jesus’ birth was stoutly maintained by learned, if 

ingenious, writers.  The observance spread rapidly throughout the West; and it is accepted 

also by most of the Eastern Churches, in which, however, it does not have the prominence it 

has in the West. 

The full title of the feast dates from the 1662 edition of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Prior to that revision, the day was known only as “Christmas Day.”  The word “Christmas,” 

which can be traced to the twelfth century, is a contraction of “Christ’s Mass.” 

Festival of Lights 

S aturday, January 6th is the Day of Epiphany, and we will 

celebrate the arrival of the Magi, who traveled far to see the 

Infant Savior, in a special celebration at the Saturday 5 pm service.  

The Festival of Lights chronicles the development of Christianity as it 

spread through the world, bringing the Light of Christ to others.  It is 

a poignant and beautiful service, customarily done only at 

Epiphany.  We invite you to come and share in the telling of this 

story.  A pot luck supper will follow this celebration, and we hope 

that you will also stay for this opportunity for fellowship. 
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See you in January!  House Church - Small Group Gathering -
This group is taking the rest of the month off.  If you would like to 
join House Church please contact Father Fred at 
frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou Bowles at honeylou@charter.net. 

G od gives us the gift of 
God’s very self.  What 

more can one give to show one’s 
love, to show one’s generosity?  

How do we show our love 
and generosity as creatures 
made in God’s likeness? 

Coming Next Summer!   

Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the Pharaohs, 

Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?  Plans are 

underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage.  This time 

to Egypt with a Nile River cruise and 

a climb up Mount Sinai.  There will be options 

for those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as 

well.  We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on 

July 19th.  The Israel only trip leaves on July 10th.  

Pricing and more details are available here. 

Stewardship Reflection 
“Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with you!”           - Luke 1:28 

F 
aith is a gift from God.  Take time in silence and thank Him for all the gifts 

He has given you.  Try to set aside any anger or resentment you have and 

really open your heart to receive the gift of God’s mercy and forgiveness.  

We can’t give what we don’t have.  We need to receive God’s mercy and forgiveness 

first before we can give it to others. 

 

Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the 
men’s group, an informal 

gathering of 
men, meets 
for lunch at 
the Charcoal 
Chef.  Please 
join us next 
week! 

mailto:frfred@sbcglobal.net
mailto:honeylou@charter.net
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

“The Holy Spirit Will Come Upon You” 
 

 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

I n our Hebrew scriptures the enemies of David have been subdued and David turns his 
thoughts to building a temple to the Lord.  Through the prophet Nathan, God declares 

to David that the construction of an earthly temple is not among the purposes for which God 
has anointed David.  God has chosen David from among the lowly, a mere shepherd boy, and 
given him victory over his enemies. 

 Canticle 15     The Song of Mary Magnificat 
Mary offers a song of praise to God who has looked with favor on her and who has lifted 

up the lowly and brought down the powerful 
 Romans 16: 25-27 
In words that close his long letter to the community in Rome, Paul reminds the new 

Christians of the mystery now disclosed to all nations, bringing them to faith and obedience.  
Although the secret had long been kept in silence, the promise of the eternal God has been 
revealed and is made known through the prophetic scriptures. 

 Luke 1: 26-38 
Our gospel relates the story of the visit to Mary by an angel: Gabriel tells her that she is to 

bear Jesus, who will be called the Son of God.  This happens during the sixth month of the 
pregnancy of Elizabeth, a kinswoman of Mary, who will soon give birth to John the Baptist.  
Mary is assured of God’s favor and that this is the work of the Holy Spirit in fulfillment of the 

prophecy to 
David of an 
eternal kingdom.  
The narrative 
points to the 
transcendent 
origin of this 
child born into 
history. 

M ary’s openness to God’s 
dream allows her to 

respond with: “Here I am, the 
servant of the Lord: Let it be with 
me according to your word.”  
Could you say these words? 

 

http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html#ps1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html#nt1
http://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv4_RCL.html#gsp1
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, December 16th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lector  Janet Congdon 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, December 17th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Kathy Baird, Lynda Jones 

Lector  Rick Hammer 

Chalicer Rick Hammer 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 
 

10:00 am 

Usher  Russ DePace 

Lectors  Rich Buckley, Amy Williams 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Ed Hord 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones, 

Wrey Trompeter 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Mieke Weggeman 
 

Saturday, December 23rd 

5 pm 

Usher  (Needed) 

Lectors  JoAnn Plunske, Karen Nash 

Chalicer Karen Nash 
 

Sunday, December 24th 

4:00 pm 

Ushers  Colin Harley, Kathie Nichols, Heidi Szobota 

Lectors  Matthew Daly Lehman, Maille Kimble 

Chalicers Beverly Deickler, Wrey Trompeter 

Intercessor Alex Trompeter 
 

10:30 pm 

Ushers  Lynda Jones, Joan Wilson 

Lectors  Joan Wilson, Isobel Moore 

Chalicers Amy Williams, Lois Zane 

Intercessor Lynda Jones 

Counter Ron Roberts 

Altar Guild:  Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones, 

Wrey Trompeter 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Lori Cook, 

Peg Robinson 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Contact Barbara Elmore to host. 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 
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