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Pastor’s Corner: Advent Prayer 
 

 

A  prayer for you, for these weeks of Advent. May you each be a light, in a 

nation and a world needing light so very much. 

 

Lord, let me be a light 

To chase away shadows of fear and doubt, 

A lighthouse beacon, steady and strong, 

To light storm-tossed waters of grief, 

A candle in the window to welcome the lost, 

Or flicker with joy and laughter 

To brighten sadness and despair. 

But most of all, Lord, let me be 

a heart-glow of love 

And offer a shoulder to cry on, 

arms to enfold. 

Let me be a light, Lord, 

To shine forth the rainbow promise of your love. 

      -- Maureen Hawk Turk, Lifting Women’s Voices, p. 347 

 

May your Advent be blessed, and may you, each and all, continue to be a blessing. 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Rev. Lois Keen 

 

A special treat during the sermon this 

Sunday, Advent 2, that will interest 

children of all ages. It's a surprise!  
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Dec   9 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Dec 10  
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Mon Dec 11 7:00 pm Transition Team Meeting, Seabury Room 
Tue Dec 12 6:30 pm Finance Committee 
Wed Dec 13 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
  6:00 pm Advent Program, Seabury Room 
Thu Dec 14 8:00 am Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room 
  10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
Sun Dec 17  
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

Coffee Tins Needed - Metal coffee tins (empty) 
with lid are needed to transport altar flowers to 
those unable to get to church.  You can leave them 
by the mailboxes near the office stairway or give 
them to an Altar Guild member. 

Three Week Advent Program 
 

W e are conducing a three-week Advent series on 
Wednesday nights at 6 pm titled “Who Needs 

Christmas?  The second session this Wednesday, December 
13th, answers “God Did!”  God needed Jesus to demonstrate 
truths about God that you wouldn’t know if Jesus hadn’t 
come to us.  Join us 6 pm, “Soup and…” will be provided. 

Bread Bakers - Janet Congdon will be taking over 
the responsibility for the bread at Saturday evening 
services.  She does not plan on making it every week 
and would like some volunteers to make it when 
ever they want to or can do it.  Bakers are needed to 
volunteer (to actually make the bread but NOT buy 
it from any store).  Janet will be coordinating the baking 
schedule.  Call her at 203-592-5504, if she does not answer please leave a 
message so that she can call you back and confirm all of the information. 



 3 

 

Christmas 
Bazaar 2017 

 

 This annual event, 

includes music, readings 

and healing prayer.  The 

Christmas season with its 

joy and festivities is often 

a difficult time for those 

who are experiencing 

sadness and loss. 

 Join us as we pray for 

comfort, hope and peace! For those who find rejoicing hard 

A Service of 

Remembrance and Hope 

Saturday, December 16th 

at 5 pm 

Blue 

Christmas 
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See you in January!  House Church - Small Group Gathering -
This group is taking the rest of the month off.  If you would like to 
join House Church please contact Father Fred at 
frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou Bowles at honeylou@charter.net. 

J ohn called on the people 
to undergo a “change of 
heart.”  The faithful 
follower is one who has 
undergone such a change. 

Coming Next Summer!   

Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the Pharaohs, 

Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?  Plans are 

underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage.  This time 

to Egypt with a Nile River cruise and 

a climb up Mount Sinai.  There will be options 

for those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as 

well.  We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on 

July 19th.  The Israel only trip leaves on July 10th.  

Pricing and more details are available here. 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

“Prepare the way of the Lord…”   

  - MARK 1:3 
 

W e are all called to live a holy life.  

We are all called to invite others to 

live holy lives.  Living a stewardship lifestyle, 

being grateful and generous with our gifts, does 

just that – it puts us on the path to holiness and 

it invites others to be holy, too. 

 

 

Christmas Flowers - To order Christmas Flowers for memorials or 
thanksgivings you may use the envelopes at the rear of the church or 
send a check including the notation “Christmas Flowers” to the church 

office or place it in the alms basin.  To be listed in the Christmas service 
bulletins, your contribution must be received no later than Dec. 18th. 

mailto:frfred@sbcglobal.net
mailto:honeylou@charter.net
http://www.saintpaulsbrookfield.com/home/bible-journeys.html
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

Anticipation, Repentance, and Promise 
 

 Isaiah 40:1-11 

T he first reading is a message of comfort and new hope to God’s people.  The time of 
exile in Babylon is coming to end.  A new way is made through the desert, and the 

Lord comes, bringing peace and pardon to Jerusalem. 
 Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
The psalm both celebrates and prays for the Lord’s gracious favor, for God’s forgiveness, 

deliverance, and justice. 
 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
This lesson is a reminder that the divine perspective on time can be very different from 

that of human beings.  Many wonder why the Lord seems so slow to fulfill the promises of 
salvation and judgment.  God, however, is patient and has divine purposes.  Still, the day of 
the Lord will come suddenly, bringing a new heaven and earth.  Christians must live both in 
patience and with a zeal for righteousness and peace in readiness for the judgment. 

“ ...he will feed his flock like a shepherd...carry 
the lambs...and gently lead the mother 

sheep.”  If we believe that he indeed carries and 
leads us, is it not our joyful duty to follow his 
example by doing the same for others - both here in 
our parish and beyond our walls?  Being a faithful 
follower is part of what helps us imitate his example. 

 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#ot1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#ps1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv2_RCL.html#nt1
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Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the 
men’s group, a growing and 

informal 
gathering of 
men, meets for 
lunch at the 
Charcoal Chef.  
Please join us 
next week! 

Christmas Cards to Our Family 
 If you are mailing holiday greeting cards this 

year, please consider sending one to our refugee 

family.  While they are Muslims, they do 

celebrate the joy of Christmas 

(Jesus is considered a major 

prophet in Islam).  Attached is 

a photo of the tree they have 

placed on their patio (you can 

get a peak of it on the right 

side of this photo). 

 Khaled, Reem & Elin 

 3 Gayridge Road, Apt. G9 

 Waterbury, CT 06705 

 

 Peace, Susan 

There will be a service of Lessons 

& Carols at Christ Church, 

Watertown on December 12th at 8 

pm.  
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net. 

Participating in the Services 

  

Saturday, December 9th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Peter Bowles, Lis Blum 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, December 10th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Rick Hammer, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Isobel Moore 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Rick Hammer 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lectors  Chris Jacques, Rich Buckley 

Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Lois Zane 

Intercessor Amy Williams 

Counter Barbara Elmore 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Rich Baird, 

Betty Lou Bowles, Wrey Trompeter 

 

Saturday, December 16th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Janet Congdon, John Dransfield 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, December 17th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Kathy Baird, Lynda Jones 

Lector  Rick Hammer 

Chalicer Rick Hammer 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 
 

10:00 am 

Usher  Russ DePace 

Lectors  Rich Buckley, Amy Williams 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Ed Hord 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones, 

Wrey Trompeter 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:   

 

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Dec 10th - Julie & Tom Calkins 
Dec 11th - Mieke Weggeman 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 

 

mailto:st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net
file:///C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
mailto:office%20@stpaulswoodbury.org
http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV

