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Pastor’s Corner: Ready to Receive Him
The Work of Christmas
by Howard Thurman
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the Kings and Princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flocks,
The work of Christmas begins.
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To teach the nations,
To bring Christ to all,
To make music in the heart.
The gospels for Advent warn us that Jesus can come again at any time, so we are
to be ready to receive him. The gospels leading up to Advent remind us that Jesus
is to be found in those with whom he has made common cause: those who are
poor, hungry, naked, thirsty, sick, imprisoned, alien, without a roof over their heads.
Since these are with us always, the Good News is that Jesus comes to us in
everyone we meet, with whom we are to be about the work of Jesus all our days.
This is our true worship: to be
about the work of Christmas all
the year round. To assist us in
building our spiritual being I offer
you this link, #AdventWord and
this to sign up:
www.adventword.org/sign-up
May the peace of Advent descend
upon you and yours this year.

Rev. Lois

Christmas is Coming . . .
along with St. Paul’s Christmas Bazaar!
OurAnnual Christmas Bazaar Is Here
Stop by tomorrow and share the fun
and friendship as we come together
to make our 2017 Christmas
Bazaar a standout in the
community!
Coffee Tins Needed - Metal coffee tins (empty)
with lid are needed to transport altar flowers to
those unable to get to church. You can leave them
by the mailboxes near the office stairway or give
them to an Altar Guild member.
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Three Week Advent Program

e are starting a three-week Advent series on Wednesday
nights at 6 pm titled “Who Needs Christmas? The first
session this Wednesday, December 6th, answers “The World
Did.” The Christmas story didn’t begin with Joseph and Mary
in a manger. It began with God making an unbelievable,
incoherent, and impossible promise to a man named
Abraham. That promise carried through the entire history of
ancient Israel and beyond. Join us 6 pm, “Soup and…” will be provided.

3

Stewardship Reflection
“Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time will
come.”
- MARK 13:33

W

e all take things for granted. In particular, we take time for
granted. Our lives are so busy, many of us are planning our
time - our days, weeks, months, even years in advance. Remember, our
time on earth is a gift. None of us knows how long we will be here.
Start today and begin thanking God for each and every day. Take time
in silence, every day, and listen to what God is saying to you.
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T

his Sunday, December 3rd, we
will be making Advent
Wreaths at 9 am in the Pearson
Room. We will supply the
bases and candles, just
bring your creativity. If
anyone has greens to
share, small wreath
decorations, or
clippers, please feel
free to bring them.
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Bread Bakers - Janet Congdon will be taking over
the responsibility for the bread at Saturday evening
services. She does not plan on making it every week
and would like some volunteers to make it when
ever they want to or can do it. Bakers are needed to
volunteer (to actually make the bread but NOT buy
it from any store). Janet will be coordinating the baking
schedule. Call her at 203-592-5504, if she does not answer please leave a
message so that she can call you back and confirm all of the information.
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Recipe Request: Sweet Potato Bites
Scrub 1 lb. of sweet potatoes about 2” in diameter, slice into
1/4 inch rounds. In a large bowl toss with 2 1/2 tsp of olive
oil, & salt & pepper to taste. Arrange in a single layer on
parchment lined baking sheet. Bake 8 min on each side at
425 . Whip 4oz of softened goat cheese with 2 Tsp milk, 1
tsp finally chopped rosemary & salt & pepper to taste until
smooth & fluffy. Spoon 1/2 tsp onto each sweet potato top
with 1/4 cup pecans and 1/2 cup of dried cranberries. Serve
warm or at room temp; makes 24.
Recipe is from the Nov 12, 2017 Parade

House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer
and study, concluding with Compline. If you would like to join House
Church please contact Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou
Bowles at honeylou@charter.net.

A

s we begin a new
church year, Jesus reminds us that we are the ones
whom God has left in charge;
we are the stewards; and we
are told to stay alert, carrying
out the tasks entrusted to us.
Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the Pharaohs,
Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine? Plans are
underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage. This time
to Egypt with a Nile River cruise and
a climb up Mount Sinai. There will be options
for those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as
well. We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on
July 19th. The Israel only trip leaves on July 10th.
Pricing and more details are available here.
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“Y

et, O Lord, you are our
father; we are the clay and
you are the potter.” God wants to
shape us to be the kinds of vessels that
reflect his unlimited giving and grace.
He offers Himself as the model par
excellence. He has given so much to
each of us. Do we do our best to
reflect his generosity by our own giving?

This Weekend’s Readings
A Call for Vigilance
Isaiah 64:1-9
he Hebrew Bible lesson presents a contrite plea to God for merciful justice. The
prophet recalls earlier times when the Lord’s presence made the very mountains
quake. Now the people have sinned grievously and are suffering for their wrongs They can
only pray that the Lord will remember them as God’s children, God’s creatures, and temper
divine anger.
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
A lament and a plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, that God will turn away divine
anger and restore the people.
1 Corinthians 1:3-9
In this reading Paul greets the new disciples in Corinth, telling them of his gratitude to
God on their behalf and offering comfort and assurance. Because they are sanctified in
Christ, these converts, together with those everywhere who call upon Jesus, have a vocation as
saints. They are rich in spiritual gifts. Trusting in a faithful God, they wait for the great
revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Mark 13:24-37
In this gospel lesson Jesus presents his disciples with a vision of the end of human history
and repeatedly urges them to be on watch. The universe itself will reflect this transformation
as the Son of
Man comes.
That time is near,
but no one know
it exactly.
Disciples must
live expectantly
and be on alert
for their Lord’s
coming.

T
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Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the
men’s group, a growing and
informal
gathering of
men, meets for
lunch at the
Charcoal Chef.
Please join us
next week!
SAVE THE DATE
Woodbury Boy Scout Troop 480 is expecting a visit from Santa
on December 2, 2017!!
“Twas the day of the Woodbury Christmas Festival, when all through the
town People were shopping and bustling around;
Wreaths were laid on the North Green with care, In hopes that the
townspeople soon would be there;
The Scouts of Troop 480 were preparing to host, The kind of warm meal
SANTA likes most;
Sauce on the stove, bread in the oven, Top it all off with a cupcake or
muffin;
And while the Troop 480 Scouts serve you a wonderful treat,
Look out for SANTA who has stopped by to eat;
Whether you have been naughty or you have been nice,
Tell SANTA your wish list for Christmas Eve Night;
He’ll pose for a picture in between bites,
That you can post to your Facebook page for relatives to like:
There will be raffles, meatballs, salad and beverages galore,
Your heart will be filled with Holiday Cheer as you head to the door.
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6:30 pm - Finance Committee

6:15 pm - Christian Yoga

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist

31 1 Christmas

4:00 pm - Christmas Pageant
& Family Service
10:30 pm - Traditional
Christmas Midnight Service

24 Christmas Eve

25 Christmas Day
26 St. Stephen

7:00 pm - Vestry Meeting

6:15 pm - Christian Yoga

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist

7:00 pm - Transition Team
Meeting

19

18

17 3 Advent

7:00 pm - Transition Team
Meeting

12

11

10 2 Advent

12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef

27 St. St. John

12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef
6:00 pm - Advent Program

20

12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef
6:00 pm - Advent Program
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12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef
6:00 pm - Advent Program

7:00 pm - Executive Committee

6:15 pm - Christian Yoga

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
9:00 am - Wreath Making
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist

7:00 pm - Transition Team
Meeting

6

5

4

Wed

3 1 Advent

Tue

Mon

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home
7:00 pm - House Church at
Fr. Fred’s

28 Holy Innocents

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home
7:00 pm - House Church at
Fr. Fred’s

21 St. Thomas

7:00 pm - House Church at

10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist

14

7:00 pm - House Church at

10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist

7

Thu

29

22

15
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5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist

30

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist

23

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist &
Healing

16 Blue Christmas

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist

9

10 - 3 - Christmas Bazaar
11 -2: - Scouts Pasta Lunch
4 -7: - Scouts Pasta Dinner
5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist

Sat

Fri

December 2017

Sun

12

Participating in the Services
Saturday, December 2nd
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White
John Dransfield, JoAnn Plunske
Gaby Drews
Sunday, December 3rd

8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Joan Wilson
Rick Hammer
Rick Hammer
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Ushers
Julie & Tom Calkins
Lectors
Tom Calkins, Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Mieke Weggeman
Intercessor Duke Breon
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Nancy Twinem

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Contact Barbara Elmore to volunteer!

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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