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Let the Light In 
 

 

Dear friends in  

Christ, 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leonard Cohen 
 

T his week I am attending a PACE workshop as part of my commitment as an 

Interim Priest in Charge. PACE stands for "Personal Approach to Change and 

Equity."  It is the foundational workshop offered by Visions Inc.  http://visions-inc.org/ 

PACE is about identifying unconscious biases and misinformation in yourself, in others, 

and in organizations, communicating more effectively across differences, recognizing 

personal, interpersonal, institutional and cultural barriers to inclusion, understanding the 

ongoing personal effects of historical and contemporary exclusion and oppression, for 

example, the effects of sexism on both men and women, and facilitating change in groups 

and organizations to create a supportive environment of inclusion. 

One of the pieces of homework we were sent in advance is titled, "Why as Christians we 

must oppose racism," by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, presented in Australia in 1994.  In it, 

he reminds us that regardless of our laws, the Bible is far more radical than our laws against 

racism.  It proclaims that every human being on this planet is in the image and likeness of 

God, which in the language of the people who wrote the book of Genesis, every human 

being, female, male, child, black, white, red, yellow, brown, is God's representative. 

Archbishop Tutu writes, "Racism opposes God.  It is contrary to the Bible.  It is contrary to 

the tenets of Christian faith [in which we are taught] that each of us is a temple of the Holy 

Spirit."  And this is why Christians must acknowledge and oppose racism. 

But, you may say, racism is over, isn't it?  Aren't you just fomenting divisiveness, Lois?  

My reply is that racism is not an easy thing to acknowledge.  It is messy.  It is a crack in our 

perfect lives.  And it is through this crack that light can get in.  Many of you here at St. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The Youth Group’s Amazing Pasta Supper and Pound Auction 

H ear Ye!  Hear Ye!  This Saturday, November 4, Saint Paul’s Youth 

Group will host a delicious Pasta Supper following the 5 o’clock 

service.  This will be followed by a pound auction.  Tickets for the event are 

$10 for adults and children 8 and older; $5 for children 4-7; and 

children 3 and under are free. 

 

 For those of you who have never attended a pound auction, 

it is a surprising experience.  Sponsors will donate a 

pound of ????? which will be wrapped to look super 

appealing.  During a live auction, these packages 

will be auctioned off.  No one will know what is 

in the package.  Will you win a pound of butter, 

a pound of seashells, a pound of quarters, 

or… 

 

The fundraiser 

will help the Youth Group sponsor 

their activities throughout the year.  

Tickets can be bought after the 

services or from any Youth Group 

member. 

 

Get your tickets now.  You will not 

want to miss this fantastic event! 

Paul's are working on your spiritual life.  You are appreciative of the silences I 

have introduced throughout the service.  You are cognizant of what is 

happening in the Eucharist.  You are people of prayer, as witnessed by the 

Transition Prayer written by those among you for this time in your parish life.  

I entreat you, make yourselves open to the effects of systemic racism in this 

country, or just in this state of Connecticut.  Take off the blinkers.  Let the 

light of the truth in.  And then, as spiritually minded Christians, begin to ask 

how you can make a difference.  It won't be perfect.  That's okay.  We humans 

are a work in progress.  And to progress, we must be open to the light that 

change can bring to our lives as a people, a congregation, a nation, and the 

world.  "Forget your perfect offering; there is a crack in everything."  Let the light in.  And 

if you wish to write to me about this, my email address is here. revlois1@yahoo.com 

Faithfully, 

Lois  

(Continued from page 1) Let the Light In 

mailto:revlois1@yahoo.com
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat Nov   4 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
  6:00 pm Youth Group Pasta Supper 
Sun Nov   5 
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 
Mon Nov   6 6:15 pm Christian Yoga, Pearson Room 
  7:00 pm Transition Team Meeting, Seabury Room 
Tue Nov   7 7:00 pm Executive Committee 
Wed Nov   8 12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Thu Nov   9 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House Church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat Nov 11 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun Nov 12  
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  9:45 am Church School 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

O ur opening hymn for this Sunday’s All Saints’ celebration is “For all the 
Saints…”  Who are the saints now on the ‘Godward’ side of your life 

who encourage you to give thanks, not only for their lives by your examples of 
loving discipleship, but also by your willingness to be ever grateful for all they 
know (and you know) God has given you?  This is our particular day to 
remember all the blessed saints 
- especially those who have 
gone before us here, have 
served God faithfully in this 
parish.  They were good and 
diligent stewards - quietly and 
continually supporting his work 
in many ways while living lives 
of integrity and courage.  May 
it be yet another of God’s gifts 
for us to join them at the 
banquet when our days here are done.  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

Coffee Tins Needed - Metal coffee tins (empty) 
with lid are needed to transport altar flowers to 
those unable to get to church.  You can leave them 
by the mailboxes near the office stairway or give 
them to an Altar Guild member. 
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The Saints of Saint Paul’s 
 

(for all the deceased members of Saint Paul’s who influenced us in our spiritual journey) 

 

G race be unto you and peace: 
Knowing that our gratitude will never cease. 

You were our nurturers, exemplars, teachers, and friends. 
Our spiritual guides, our means to an end. 
You started us off on our journey to God, 
Through ups and downs, you helped us trod – 
To follow in your footsteps and make our way, 
To devote and commit, and be willing to stay – 
To build Saint Paul’s strong, come what may. 

 

W e admired your work and followed your guidance. 
We listened and watched when you took a stance, 

To embrace Saint Paul’s mission, to transform and to pray,  
To envision our growth and never stray. 
You gave of your time, talents, and treasures. 
Your faithful commitment to our Lord gave you pleasure. 
You taught us always to persevere – 
To live our faith which we hold dear, 
As we continue to build communion with our peers. 

 

N ow, it is our turn to Jesus lead others: 
Mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers – 

To guide them on along their way 
Just as you did for us in your day. 
May we be as loving, diligent, and kind 
In teaching the love of God in heart, soul and mind. 
May you always be there by our side 
To help us spread God’s word both far and wide. 
And never, ever, stop being our guide. 
 

Wrey Snyder Trompeter 
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   Pictures from last Sunday, October 29th 
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This Sunday’s gospel passage could 
be seen as describing the characteristics 
of what it takes to be a faithful follower 
yourself in any of the descriptions Jesus 
offers?  If so - congratulations!  If not - 

why 
not? 

Taft School Day of Service 
 

Each year students from the Taft School come by as part of a "Day of Service."  This 

year they made short order of all of our leaves and downed tree branches at the church and 

rectory.  Thank you Taft.  

Forward Day by Day 

- The Forward Day by Day 
for November, 
December & January is 
now available in the 
pamphlet racks in the 
narthex and hallway to 
the parish hall.  

Forward Day by Day 
contains a scripture 
verse and meditation 
for each day.  We have pocket size and 
large print versions in our racks. 
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House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday 
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer 
and study, concluding with Compline.  If you would like to join House 
Church please contact Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou 
Bowles at honeylou@charter.net. 

 

Christmas is Coming . . . along with St. Paul’s 

Christmas Bazaar! 

Mark your calendars! 

 

The time is speeding by and before you know it December 

will be here.  More specifically, planning, preparing and 

setting up our Annual Christmas Bazaar to be held 

Saturday, December 2nd will get under way very 

soon.  An initial meeting of all volunteers, new and 

former, will be held on Sunday, October 29 at 

11:15 am following the 10 o’clock service.  We’re 

hoping new parishioners will share the fun and 

friendship as we come together to make 

our 2017 Christmas Bazaar a 

standout in the community! 

F ood Collection Sunday  The third Sunday of each 
month we encourage everyone to bring in food 

donations for the Woodbury Food Bank.  For an up 
to date list of the priority needs of the Woodbury 
Food Bank see the handout sheet in food 

collection basket in the narthex.  The food bank is not 
able to accept items past their labeled expiration date. 

 

Coming Next Summer!   

Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the Pharaohs, 

Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine?  Plans are 

underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage.  This time 

to Egypt with a Nile River cruise and 

a climb up Mount Sinai.  There will be options for 

those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as well.  

We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on July 

19th.  The Israel only trip leaves on July 10th.  

Pricing and more details coming soon. 

mailto:frfred@sbcglobal.net
mailto:honeylou@charter.net
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WANTED:  Someone with a heart for needy children! 
 

This is the last year I will be involved in the Shoebox Gift Program, Operation 
Christmas Child, that St. Paul’s Church has so generously supported 
for over 20 years.  I am looking for someone (or several people) to 
work with me this year and learn about the program, and then take 
the reins and run with it in future years.  I promise it is not difficult or 

time consuming.  If you are interested, or think you might be, please 
contact Mindy Miserendino, 203-264-0885 (home); 203-577-8788 
(cell). 

IT’S TIME FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD! 
 

Yes, it’s time for St. Paul’s Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Gift Program.  OCC is 

an international Christian ministry.  Since 1993, OCC has reached out to more than 100 

million boys and girls in over 130 countries with God’s love through the power of simple 

shoebox gifts.  Samaritan’s Purse works with local churches and ministry partners to deliver 

the gifts and share the life-changing Good News of Jesus Christ.  We at St. Paul’s Church 

have done our small part in this great ministry by contributing over 1,000 shoeboxes over 

the past years, and we hope this year to do better than ever!  
 

Boxes and information brochures will be available in the 

Pearson room beginning this Sunday, October 29th. 

We need your filled boxes returned to the church 

by noon, Sunday, November 19th! 
  

 Some general guidelines for filling shoeboxes: 

 Buy gifts for a boy or girl, ages 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14 years old.   

 No war-related toys, glass or breakables, or candy that melts.  

 No toys that require electricity to operate; many of these children 

live in remote areas.  

 Many of the children lack the basics: soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 

socks, mittens, and other staple items are welcomed along with toys and 

sweets.  

 Label your box with the labels provided indicating gender and age group, 

and include a check for $9.00 in your box to cover shipping costs. 

No time to shop?  Make out a check to Operation Christmas Child to help cover shipping 

costs and the purchase of additional gift items. 
 

I hope that gets you started!  Take a moment to pray for and reflect on those many, many 

children who are less 

fortunate than we are, 

and then, plan your box 

of small gifts to send – 

the box you send may 

be the only Christmas 

gift that child has ever 

received.  And knowing 

the difference you will 

make in one child’s life 

will be the best 

Christmas gift you will 

ever receive!   
  

Mindy Miserendino  
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

The Humble Will Be Exalted 
 

 Revelation 7:9-17 

T his lesson presents a vision of those who have survived great tribulation and now 
worship before the throne of God and the Lamb.  These myriad saints come from all 

over the world and have been purified through their own sufferings in association with the 
sacrifice of the Lamb.  But now the Lamb (which is a figure for Jesus) will be their shepherd, 
and they will suffer no longer.  Such a vision would be a great consolation to those 
undergoing persecution. 

 Psalm 34:1-10, 22 
A hymn of blessing and praise to the Lord for deliverance. 
 1 John 3:1-3 
In this lesson we learn that through God’s love, disciples are now children of God; their 

destiny is to be like Christ. 
 Matthew 5:1-12 
The gospel is the opening sayings of the Sermon on the Mount, words of both comfort 

and challenge.  The values of the kingdom are quite different from worldly standards.  Those 
who are to find blessing will know want and thirst, if not because of their own circumstances, 
then for the sake of others.  Those who hunger for righteousness will find fulfillment, but first 
they must suffer persecution. 

Stewardship Minute 
 

“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but whoever 

humbles himself will be exalted.”   - MATTHEW 23:12 
 

J esus gave His life to serve, not to be served.  Putting other’s 

needs before our own needs is a sign of becoming a mature 

disciple, of following Jesus’ example.  Humility is really a sign of a 

strength.  By putting other’s needs first we declare to the world that we are 

putting our complete trust in God.  When we align our thoughts and actions 

with God’s plan for us, the result is Joy and Peace. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyDays/AAllSaints_RCL.html#OLDTEST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyDays/AAllSaints_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyDays/AAllSaints_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/HolyDays/AAllSaints_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, November 4th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Lis Blum, Janet Congdon 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, November 5th 

8:00 am 

Ushers  Maureen & Jack Well 

Lector  Bonnie Leavenworth 

Chalicer Bonnie Leavenworth 

Intercessor Dick Leavenworth 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Julie & Tom Calkins 

Lectors  Tom Calkins, Amy Williams 

Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Acolytes Erica & Nicole Dionne 

Counter Ron Roberts 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Betty Lou Bowles,, 

Bonnie Leavenworth, Mieke Weggeman 

 

Saturday, November 11th 

5 pm 

Usher  Dale White 

Lectors  Janet Congdon, Peter Bowles 

Chalicer Norma Leavenworth 
 

Sunday, November 12th 

8:00 am 

Usher  Colin Harley 

Lector  Isobel Moore 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Rick Hammer 
 

10:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lectors  Susan Suhr, Chris Jacques 

Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Amy Williams 

Intercessors Ed Hord 

Acolytes Anna & Chris Culkin 

Counter Barbara Elmore 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Baldwin, Judie Ferris, 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Lay Eucharistic Minister:  Rich Baird, Lori Cook, 

Joan Wilson 

 

  

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

Contact Barbara Elmore to Volunteer 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 

 

mailto:st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net
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http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+13%3A2&version=ESV

