E-Connections

October 26, 2017

© 2017 St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 294 Main Street South, Woodbury, CT 06798

• (203) 263-3541 •

office@stpaulswoodbury.org

The Jesus Movement

In This Issue:

Dear friends in Christ,
Pg 2- Transition
Pg 3 - Pasta Supper
Pg 4- Calendar; St.
Simon & St. Jude
Pg 5 - All Saints’
Pg 6 - Bazaar

You may have heard or read that since the
election of Michael Curry as our Presiding
Bishop, he had been vigorous in calling us the
Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement.

Pg 7 - Operation
Christmas Child
Pg 8 - Readings
Pg 9 - Martin Luther
Pg 10 - Participating

You may or may not have an idea what he
means by that, and you may or may not have
seen the following video, but it is the best description of what he
means by The Jesus Movement. I can think of nothing better for you
to spend about four minutes on during this time of transition than to
refresh our understanding of why we are Church in the first place.

May God's Peace be with you all.
Lois

A message from your Transition Team

T

he Transition Team has continued to meet every Monday evening to prepare for
our meeting on Thursday, November 16th, with Bishop Laura Ahrens and the
Reverend Lee Ann Tolzmann, Canon for Mission Leadership (please note that
an earlier announcement had an incorrect date for the meeting of November 8 th). The
meeting, in part, involves their review and approval of two required documents containing
information about St. Paul’s that the Team has nearly completed (i.e., standardized
documents now used by all parishes in transition looking for Rectors). Once approved, the
information in these documents will be added by Reverend Lee Ann’s office to the Office
for Transition Ministry portion of the national Episcopal Church website for potential Rector
candidates to peruse when searching for positions.
Also for review at our meeting on November 16 th will be the St. Paul’s website. We are
working on preparing material to be added to the “Transition” tab of our website as a
resource for Rector candidates who are interested in St. Paul’s, which will contain the
information about us, our history and our community, and our transition process that we
think candidates will want to know. A good part of this information already exists on our
website and elsewhere in our parish materials, but will be copied into the “Transitions” tab
so that potential candidates have all the information they need in a single place to make
things easier for them. We will let you know when the Transition tab of our website is up
and running. In connection with this, we’ll be doing an overall review of our website to
confirm that it reflects who we are and how we want to portray ourselves, not only to
potential candidates but to all viewers, and we’ll follow some guidelines prepared by the
Diocese to help us do this.
We’re pushing hard to get ready for the November 16 th meeting. Once we get the goahead from Bishop Laura and Reverend Lee Ann that our discernment process has been
properly completed and that our documents and website are in good shape and ready to go,
we’ll then move into the second phase of the transition process, which is the “nuts-andbolts” hiring process that concludes with the Transition Team providing its hiring
recommendations to the Vestry. But, we get ahead of ourselves! More information on this
phase later.
Please feel free to ask any Transition team member questions and to voice your
comments to any of us. To read even more about the Transition process, visit our Diocesan
website, www.episcopalct.org (using “Transition” as your keyword search). And please
continue to pray for us!
Rich Baird, Joel Cook, Rick Hammer, Sue Jacques, Pam Lehman,
Karen Nash, Nancy Twinem, and Amy Williams
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The Youth Group’s Amazing Pasta Supper and Pound Auction

H

ear Ye! Hear Ye! On November 4, 2017 Saint Paul’s Youth Group
will host a delicious Pasta Supper following the 5 o’clock service.
This will be followed by a pound auction. Tickets for the event are $10 for
adults and children 8 and older; $5 for children 4-7; and children 3
and under are free.
For those of you who have never attended a pound auction,
it is a surprising experience. Sponsors will donate a
pound of ????? which will be wrapped to look super
appealing. During a live auction, these packages
will be auctioned off. No one will know what is
in the package. Will you win a pound of
butter, a pound of seashells, a pound of
quarters,
or…
The fundraiser
will help the Youth Group sponsor
their activities throughout the year.
Tickets can be bought after the
services or from any Youth Group
member.
Get your tickets now. You will not
want to miss this fantastic event!

Coffee Tins Needed Metal coffee tins (empty)
with lid are needed to
transport altar flowers to
those unable to get to
church. You can leave
them by the mailboxes
near the office
stairway or give
them to an
Altar Guild
member.
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This Date on the Church Calendar
Saturday, October 28th

St. Simon & St. Jude
Apostles

T

he only thing the Gospels tell us about Simon is that he was one of the disciples,
and that he was called “the Zealot” (Zelotes). John mentions Jude in his description
of the Last Supper. The Epistle of Jude may be the work of the disciple Jude, who is the
man mentioned by John as the brother of James the Greater.
Tradition has consistently associated Simon and Jude as
apostles to Persia. Some accounts state that they were
martyrs, a tradition generally accepted by the Western
Church. The Monology of Basil, however, says that Simon
died a peaceful death at Edessa. Jude, who was surnamed
Thaddeus, has been confused with another Thaddeus, who
was also said to have died a quiet death, either in Beirut or
Edessa. Whatever the facts, accounts conflict and reliable
data are lacking.
There are other scholarly questions about both men. One
involves Simon’s appellation “Zelotes.” Whether in fact he
had been a member before his conversion of one of the
several factions called “Zealots,” or whether this title refers
to his zeal for the Jewish law, is not known, but he has consistently been identified by it.
For some centuries, and even to this day, Jude has been regarded in popular devotion as the
“patron of desperate or lost causes,” but the basis of this tradition is obscure.
The Epistle of Jude concludes with this striking doxology: “Now to him who is able to
keep you from falling, and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory
with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time and now and for ever” (Jude 24–25).

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Oct 28
Oct 29

Mon

Oct 30

Wed
Thu

Nov 1
Nov 2

Sat

Nov 4

Sun

Nov 5

5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist
Twenty First Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
9:00 am
Pumpkin Carving
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
6:15 pm
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
7:00 pm
Transition Team Meeting, Seabury Room
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
10:30 am
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
7:00 pm
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist
6:00 pm
Youth Group Pasta Supper
8:00 am
10:00 am
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Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

All Saints’ Day

I

Wednesday, November 1st

t is believed by many scholars that the commemoration of all the saints on
November first originated in Ireland, spread from there to England, and then to the
continent of Europe. That it had reached Rome and had been adopted there early in
the ninth century is attested by a letter of Pope Gregory IV, who reigned from 828 to 844, to
Emperor Louis “the Pious,” urging that such a festival be observed throughout the Holy
Roman Empire.
However, the desire of Christian people to express the intercommunion of the living and
the dead in the Body of Christ by a commemoration of those who, having professed faith in
the living Christ in days past, had entered into the nearer presence of their Lord, and
especially of those who had crowned their profession with heroic deaths, was far older than
the early Middle Ages.
Gregory Thaumaturgus (the
“Wonder Worker”), writing
before the year 270, refers
to the observance of a
festival of all martyrs,
though he does not date it.
A hundred years later,
Ephrem the Deacon
mentions such an
observance in Edessa on
May 13; and the patriarch
John Chrysostom, who died
in 407, says that a festival
of All Saints was observed on the first Sunday after Pentecost in Constantinople at the time
of his episcopate. The contemporary lectionary of the East Syrians set a commemoration of
all the saints on Friday in Easter week. On May 13, in the year 610, the Pantheon in Rome originally a pagan temple dedicated to “all the gods” - was dedicated as the Church of St.
Mary and All Martyrs.
All Saints’ Day is classed, in the Prayer Book of 1979, as a Principal Feast, taking
precedence of any other day or observance. Among the seven so classified, All Saints’ Day
alone may be observed on the following Sunday, in addition to its observance on its fixed
date. It is one of the four days recommended in the Prayer Book (page 312) for the
administration of Holy Baptism.

T

he Great Commandment - love
God and love your neighbor how can we make it the basis of all we
do in life? Perhaps habits of prayer,
study, sacrificial giving, and being
connected to a faith-filled community
can be our stepping stones to living that
commandment in a
world that
constantly tempts us
into living only for
ourselves, and puts
God in the less than
primary place he
deserves.

Forward Day by Day
- The Forward Day by Day
for November,
December & January is
now available in the
pamphlet racks in the
narthex and hallway to
the parish hall.
Forward Day by Day
contains a scripture
verse and meditation
for each day. We have pocket size and
large print versions in our racks.
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Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the Pharaohs,
Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine? Plans are
underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage. This time
to Egypt with a Nile River cruise and
a climb up Mount Sinai. There will be options for
those who haven’t been to Jordan and Israel as well.
We depart for Egypt on June 28th and return on July
19th. The Israel only trip leaves on July 10th.
Pricing and more details coming soon.

D

Stewardship Minute

o you put other “gods” before God? Is your love of money, power, status or some
personal possession greater than your love for God? Do you really recognize that
everything you have and everything you are is a gift from God? The good news - it’s not too
late to put God first in your life in all things.

Christmas is Coming . . . along with St. Paul’s
Christmas Bazaar!
Mark your calendars!
The time is speeding by and before you know it December
will be here. More specifically, planning, preparing and
setting up our Annual Christmas Bazaar to be held
Saturday, December 2nd will get under way very
soon. An initial meeting of all volunteers, new and
former, will be held on Sunday, October 29 at
11:15 am following the 10 o’clock service. We’re
hoping new parishioners will share the fun and
friendship as we come together to make
our 2017 Christmas Bazaar a
standout in the community!

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of each
month we encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. For an up
to date list of the priority needs of the Woodbury
Food Bank see the handout sheet in food
collection basket in the narthex. The food bank is not
able to accept items past their labeled expiration date.
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IT’S TIME FOR OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD!
Yes, it’s time for St. Paul’s Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Gift Program. OCC is
an international Christian ministry. Since 1993, OCC has reached out to more than 100
million boys and girls in over 130 countries with God’s love through the power of simple
shoebox gifts. Samaritan’s Purse works with local churches and ministry partners to deliver
the gifts and share the life-changing Good News of Jesus Christ. We at St. Paul’s Church
have done our small part in this great ministry by contributing over 1,000 shoeboxes over
the past years, and we hope this year to do better than ever!
Boxes and information brochures will be available in the
Pearson room beginning this Sunday, October 29 th.
We need your filled boxes returned to the church
by noon, Sunday, November 19th!
Some general guidelines for filling shoeboxes:
Buy gifts for a boy or girl, ages 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14 years old.
No war-related toys, glass or breakables, or candy that melts.
No toys that require electricity to operate; many of these children
live in remote areas.
Many of the children lack the basics: soap, toothbrushes, toothpaste,
socks, mittens, and other staple items are welcomed along with toys and
sweets.
Label your box with the labels provided indicating gender and age group,
and include a check for $9.00 in your box to cover shipping costs.
No time to shop? Make out a check to Operation Christmas Child to help cover shipping
costs and the purchase of additional gift items.
I hope that gets you started! Take a moment to pray for and reflect on those many, many
children who are less
fortunate than we are,
and then, plan your box
of small gifts to send –
the box you send may
be the only Christmas
gift that child has ever
received. And knowing
the difference you will
make in one child’s life
will be the best
Christmas gift you will
ever receive!
Mindy Miserendino

WANTED:

Someone with a heart for needy children!

This is the last year I will be involved in the Shoebox Gift Program, Operation
Christmas Child, that St. Paul’s Church has so generously supported
for over 20 years. I am looking for someone (or several people) to
work with me this year and learn about the program, and then take
the reins and run with it in future years. I promise it is not difficult or
time consuming. If you are interested, or think you might be, please
contact Mindy Miserendino, 203-264-0885 (home); 203-577-8788
(cell).
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T

here’s an order to these
commandments: love God first, and
then love your neighbor AS you love yourself.
The wise follower is the one who tries to obey
and follow these each and every day of their
lives. How are you doing?

This Weekend’s Readings
Love for God and Neighbor

O

Deuteronomy 34:1-12
ur Hebrew scripture lection recounts the death of Moses on the very edge of the
promised land. Moses has fulfilled his purpose as God’s faithful servant,

the one who led the people from their bondage with many signs, received the
law, traversed the wilderness, and knew God intimately. From Mount Nebo,
Moses surveys the promised land, and then he dies and is buried in Moab.
Joshua, upon whom Moses had laid his hands, succeeds him.
Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
The psalmist reflects on the passing character of human life in the face of the Lord’s
wrath, and asks the everlasting God for wisdom to make use of the time.
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
In this reading Paul recalls his first visit to the Thessalonians, the troubles he endured, and
the straightforward and gentle way in which he presented the gospel.
Matthew 22:34-46
In the gospel Jesus presents the double commandment of love for God and neighbor, and
then asks a question concerning whose son the Christ is. The context of this passage is the
effort by certain Jewish officials to test Jesus, hoping to force him to make an unwise or
unpopular comment. Jesus first responds by teaching that all the law and the prophetic words
depend for their understanding on commandments of love. He then asks his own question.
Using an argumentative style of the time, Jesus shows how King David (considered to be the
author of the
Psalms) called
the Christ his
Lord. Thus, at
the very least,
the Christ must
be more than
the son of
David.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, October 28th
5 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicer

Marianne Daly, Thayer Daly Lehman
Matthew Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman
Gaby Drews

Saturday, November 4th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
Lis Blum, Janet Congdon
Sue Turner

Sunday, October 29th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Dick Leavenworth, Joan Wilson
Dick Leavenworth
Beverly Deickler
Isobel Moore

10:00 am
Ushers
Maddie Daigneault, Ed Daigneault
Lectors
Ed Daigneault, Kristin Daigneault
Chalicers Phoebe Hale, Lois Zane
Intercessors Chris Jacques
Acolyte
Paige Daigneault
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Bonnie Hammer,
Lynda Jones, Wrey Trompeter
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Wrey Trompeter,
Mieke Weggeman

Sunday, November 5th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Bonnie Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth

10:00 am
Ushers
Julie & Tom Calkins
Lectors
Tom Calkins, Amy Williams
Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Amy Williams
Intercessor Duke Breon
Acolytes
Erica & Nicole Dionne
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Bonnie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,,
Bonnie Leavenworth, Mieke Weggeman

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Contact Barbara Elmore to Volunteer

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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