E-Connections

October 5, 2017

© 2017 St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 294 Main Street South, Woodbury, CT 06798 • (203) 263-3541 • st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

In This Issue:
Pg 2 - Transition
Team
Pg3- Calendar; Yoga
Pg 4- Animal
Blessing; House
Church
Pg 5 - Midweek
Eucharist
Pg 6- Readings
Pg 7 - Harvest Walk
Pg 8 - St. Franics
Pg 9 - Participating

Together in the Midst of Our Differences
Dear friends in Christ,
On Monday we awoke to yet another senseless mass
murder. At this writing, 59 are reported dead, and more
than 500 people injured, with at least 45 patients in
hospital in critical condition. Again, we are caught
between those of us who want more sensible regulation
of gun ownership, and those who advise us that this is
not the time to politicize this tragedy. Meanwhile, our
fellow citizens in Puerto Rico are living without electricity,
hauling water by hand in buckets and trash cans from
trucks hauling in the precious necessity. The island is
destroyed. Puerto Rico is a U.S. territory. So are the
U.S. Virgin Islands, St. John/St. Thomas. All are
American citizens. The difference between them and this season's hurricane
victims on the mainland is they are islands, and most U.S. citizens report not
knowing that these, too, are Americans. Conversations are heated on all fronts. A
former seminary mate, colleague, and friend writes today, "I am alongside
colleagues wrestling with what it means to be church at a time when the tentpoles
of civility and fundamental commitment to the common good are being pulled up by
those in power." And at home, many family gatherings are fraught with political
pitfalls, friends are avoiding one another because conversation is too tense, and
social media has become a breeding ground for incivility.
I am a new board member of the Litchfield County League of Women Voters. The
purposes of the league are to welcome both men and women as non-partisan
members, to encourage the informed and active participation of citizens in
government, and to influence public policy through education and advocacy. My
part in the LC branch of the LWV is education. It is becoming more and more
important that we not so much agree, as to agree to stay together in the midst of
our differences. On Thursday, October 19, the League's monthly Lunch and Learn
resumes. On this first gathering of the season, we will talk about how our
conversations with those with whom we disagree are going and reflect on how we
might shape conversation that honors both parties. I will also offer a few tips that
work for me, on how not to get hooked by flame-throwing exchanges on social
media. You are welcome to bring a bag lunch to the Oliver Wolcott Library in
Litchfield at 16 South Street on Thursday, October 19 at 12:00 noon.
Meanwhile, I offer this prayer: Life is short, and we do not have much time to
gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us. So be swift to love, make
haste to be kind, and go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Faithfully, Lois Keen

A message from your Transition Team

Y

ou have already heard that we are able to shorten the current transition process because
of the work we did as a parish during the previous two years. As a significant part of
that process, the vestry and the congregation took considerable time to determine our
community core values and the gifts and qualities we seek in our next Rector.
Many of you will recall the survey in the spring of 2016 where we were asked to identify
(from lengthy lists) the FIVE CORE VALUES and the FIVE GIFTS & QUALITIES that we
felt were most important to St. Paul’s. Though it was a somewhat daunting task, the
outcomes were clear.
The top six responses in each survey category were as follows.

Core values:
Strong families (we support faith formation through all ages; we support the
spiritual needs of families)
Warm fellowship (we enjoy the blessings of friendship within this community
and we seek to deepen our commitment to each other)
Children (children are important members of this community, not only for
what they might mean for the future but also for the gifts they share with
us in the present)
Inclusion (we seek to be a community where all people are welcome,
including people of all races, backgrounds, ages and sexual orientation)
Local Community Outreach (we are engaged in meeting the needs of our
neighbors)
Creativity and Innovation (new ideas are encouraged and we are comfortable
experimenting with new ways of doing things)

Gifts and qualities:
Pastoral (a counselor and a resource provider, who is compassionate, warm
and a good listener)
Sense of humor (able to keep things in perspective and to hold things lightly)
Teacher (can explain or open up ideas and scripture so that we can follow God
and be more committed disciples)
Innovative leader (thinks creatively and is not afraid to experiment to find the
right solution)
Engaging (a leader who is also involved in our lives; is able to have
conversations; cares about others)
Challenging preacher (offers fresh perspectives on our faith and often leaves
us with a task or a personal goal to carry us forward)
The Transition Team reviewed the survey results at its meeting on September 25 th, and
unanimously agreed that the results are still current and are the ones we’d like to share with
potential Rector candidates. However, we know that we have some newcomers to St.
Paul’s, and others who did not participate in the survey, or even others who might have
(Continued on page 3)
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Transition Team

(Continued from page 2)

further thoughts on the surveys they completed last year. Therefore, we’ve placed copies of
the survey in the Narthex and the Pearson Room for your review. You are welcome to ask
questions or to express your thoughts in writing to any Transition Team member. We need
to have all comments by Sunday, October 15th (or earlier, if possible).
Yours in peace,
Rich Baird
Rick Hammer
Pam Lehman
Nancy Twinem

Baird001@charter.net
Episcopalrick@hotmail.com
Mdaly62@sbcglobal.net
Ntwinem@aol.com

Joel Cook
Sue Jacques
Karen Nash
Amy Williams

Joelcookphoto@yahoo.com
Suepj49@gmail.com
Kmnofct@aol.com
Hentweet@gmail.com

St. Paul’s Christian Yoga is starting again. Rejuvenate your body and
soul in these relaxing sessions of stretching muscles, calming your mind, and
accessing God within. All levels, including beginners are
welcome.
We are running two sessions. Each will have space for ten
students. Classes are Mondays from 6:15-7:15 pm.
Session One runs October 16th through November 13th
and Session Two runs November 20th through December
18th. Each 5 class session will cost $50.
Hatha Yoga uses gentle breathing and doable poses
that have been shown to lower blood pressure, oxygenate the
blood, relax the nervous system, and lower stress hormones.
Wear loose fitting, comfortable clothing. Instructor
Susan Hyde-Wick is a certified 200-hour Kripalu Yoga
Teacher. To register or for more information contact Lisa
Groody at (203)233-0664.

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Sept 30
Oct 1

Mon
Tues
Wed

Oct 2
Oct 3
Oct 4

Thu
Sat
Sun

Oct 5
Oct 7
Oct 8

5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist & Healing
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
7:00 pm
Transition Team Meeting
7:00 pm
Executive Committee
11:00 am
Holy Eucharist at Fr. Fred’s
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
7:00 pm
Presentation & discussion, Pearson Room
10:30 am
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist & Blessing of the Animals
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist & Blessing of the Animals
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist & Blessing of the Animals
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Blessing of the Animals October 7 & 8

I

n observance of the feast day of St Francis, St. Paul’s
will have a Blessing of the
Animals at all three services
this weekend, October 7-8. St.
Francis, whose feast day was
on Tuesday, October 4th, is
perhaps best known for his love of animals. This celebration
reminds us that all of God's creation is blessed including our
pets.
Pet Food Drive - In coordination with the Blessing of the Animals
service, St. Paul’s Youth Group is coordinating a pet food and products
drive. Please consider bringing in some dog food, cat food, or kitty litter to
add to the collection. You can place them under the coat rack near the
Pearson Room, in a basket marked “Pet Supplies.” Proceeds collected will
be taken to local animal shelters and the Woodbury Food Bank.

H

ouse church will resume on October 26 at Fr. Fred’s condo in Heritage Village,
#35A. The class will be from 7-8:30 on Thursday nights. We will follow the same
format as before, starting with prayers and sharing.
Our study for the first 6 weeks (last class on 12/7)
will be CS Lewis' Screwtape Letters. We will
finish each evening with Compline.
Please call (203) 206-5852 or email
frfred@sbcglobal.net to let Fr. Fred know if you
would like to attend. Fr. Fred will have more
information about the Screwtape Letters in EConnections later this month."

Stewardship Minute
“The stone the builders rejected has
become the corner stone…”
- Matthew 21:42

J

esus was the corner stone and He
was rejected by the religious and
political leaders of his day, as well as
ordinary citizens. Living a
stewardship lifestyle may
cause you to be “rejected”
by others in today’s
society. For example,
saying grace before a
meal in a restaurant may
attract some strange looks
from some. But to others
it is sign that God is alive
and well!
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Celtic Pilgrimage
Betty Lou & Peter Bowles
are on a Celtic Pilgrimage
with a group from
Holy Cross
Monastery. You
can view pictures and follow
their adventures on their
blog by clicking here.

Midweek Eucharist Returns
Our midweek Holy Communion service will resume again next
week with a new day and time. Starting October 12th the service
led by Rev. Lois Keen will meet each Thursday at 8 am in the
Seabury Room.

Coming Next Summer!
Are you ready to travel to the Biblical land of the Pharaohs,
Jacob, Joseph, and Israel during the famine? Plans are
underway for another awesome Christian pilgrimage. This time to
Egypt with a Nile River cruise and a climb
up Mount Sinai. There will be options for
those who haven’t been to Jordan and
Israel as well. We depart for Egypt on
June 28th and return on July 19th. The
Israel only trip leaves on July 10th.
Pricing and more details coming soon.

hits the ranking priests and the
J esus
Pharisees right between the eyes
with this story. After all,
they expect to inherit what
they think is rightfully
theirs. A faithful
steward knows that in
order to be given God’s
domain they have to live
a life which shows that
they mean it.

Men’s Group

E

ach Wednesday at
noon the men’s
group, a growing and
informal gathering of men,
meets for
lunch at the
Charcoal
Chef. Please
join us next
week!

F

ood Collection Sunday The third
Sunday of each month we
encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank.
For an up to date list of the priority needs of
the Woodbury Food Bank see the handout
sheet in food collection basket in the
narthex. The food bank is not able to accept
items past their labeled expiration date.
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A

nd then there are the unfaithful and murderous
tenants in the vineyard. Jesus’ parable says in
part that the vineyard will be given to new tenants who
will produce a good harvest and be loyal to God, the
landowner. Christ, rejected by the hierarchy, is the new
cornerstone, and both the early Christians (and those of
us who call ourselves Christians today) are called to be
the new tenants and faithful servants. What are you
doing in your life to be a good and faithful servant?
How do you live and serve God and those around you?

This Weekend’s Readings
Knowing God
Jeremiah 22:13-16
ur Hebrew scripture lesson is a detailed account of the sins of Jehoiakim in contrast
to his father Josiah. This passage describes how we treat those around us.
Jehoiakim violently oppressed the poor, exploited the people for his own economic advantage,
and his courts were dishonest. In contrast to this, his father Josiah is described as knowing
God by not doing any of those things. The subject of “knowing God” is a thread that runs
throughout the Bible.
Psalm 148:7-14
The whole of creation and all peoples join together in praise of the Lord.
Galatians 6:14-18
In our New Testament lesson Paul concludes his letter to the Galatians with practical
advice for life in the community of the church. The apostle warns again of the dangers of
those who would pervert gospel liberty by the imposition of the law. It is the cross of the Lord
Jesus Christ alone which is sufficient and the only source of confidence.
Matthew 11:25-30
In our gospel lesson Jesus bids all to come and find that the yoke of his teaching is easy to
bear. The disclosure of the divine will comes as God’s gracious gift, not through human
knowledge.
Especially intimate
is the relationship
between the Lord
of all life and Jesus that of the Father
and Son. Although
he is the Son, Jesus
is humble of heart
and gentle.

O
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October 8, 2017 - 18th Sunday after Pentecost (A): Feast of St. Francis of Assisi
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, October 7th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
Janet Congdon, Lis Blum
Sue Turner

Saturday, October 14th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White
JoAnn Plunske, John Dransfield
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, October 8th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Rick Hammer
Bonnie Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth

10:00 am
Ushers
Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota
Lectors
Susan Suhr, Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Amy Williams
Intercessor Duke Breon
Acolyte
Owen Hale
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Sara Ranson, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird,
Mieke Weggeman

Sunday, October 15th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Rick Hammer, Dick Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Dory Holmes
Rick Hammer

10:00 am
Usher
Russ DePace
Lector
Rich Buckley
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Wrey Trompeter
Intercessors Ed Hord
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Sara Ranson, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Bonnie Leavenworth

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Oct 8
Oct 15

- Kathy Baird
- Wrey Trompeter & Family

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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