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Pyramid Scheme … to Make Friends
Dear friends in Christ,
On Facebook there is a page called Wesley Bros. Every
week they publish something germane to the scripture
lessons coming up, from the point of John and/or Charles
Wesley. For instance, last week they entertained and
edified us from the Wesleys' rules for singing hymns in
church. Look them up on Facebook and check it out.
This week they published a full color chart called "John
Wesley's Pyramid Scheme to Use Money to Make
Friends." I have purchased the right to make unlimited
reprints of the chart. I will have copies on Sunday, and I
commend it to you all. I will also have a reprint of the
teaching piece that goes with the chart. It is from John Wesley's most famous
sermon, "The Use of Money" and it includes his three basic rules with regard to
money. They are based on the Gospel parable of the shrewd manager who was
going to be fired, so he took everyone's bills and slashed them so he would have
friends to support him when he lost his job. Jesus concludes this weird story thus:
"I tell you, use worldly wealth to make friends for
yourselves so that when it's gone, you will be
welcomed into the eternal homes." (Luke 16:9)
This is, of course, what the church calls
"Stewardship Season." It's always in the autumn,
when we are gathering in our harvests, that is, if
we're farmers. The bottom line for John Wesley is
this: We are to treat our personal finances - all of
them - as a spiritual discipline. How we earn, save,
and give our money is all meant to give life to us and
to the world. So you won't miss this lesson, I will
have copies of it attached to the "Pyramid Scheme
to Use Money to Make Friends." It's pretty darned
challenging, I don't mind telling you all, and it will, I
promise, change your life.
Faithfully,
Lois Keen
On a personal note, I will be out of touch on Friday, September 29. A dear friend and colleague
died unexpectedly on Monday. I will be traveling out of state for his funeral on Friday. Please keep
the Reverend Dr. John Farrell in your prayers for those who have died. Thank you.

T

he "Transition Team" (the new term to describe what was formerly
called the Search Committee) was commissioned by The Reverend
Lois Keen this past Sunday, September 16, during the 10 am service using a
recommended liturgy from our Diocesan website. We are now officially,
and happily, ready to begin the transition process that will end with St. Paul's
calling a newRector.
The members of the Transition Team chosen by the Vestry in August are:
Rich Baird, Joel Cook, Rick Hammer, Sue Jacques, Pam Lehman, Karen
Nash, Nancy Twinem and Amy Williams (chairperson). The Diocese
assigned us a Transition consultant, The Reverend Peter Stebinger (a Priest
at St. Paul's in Bantam) to work with us in navigating the transition process.
The Team met with Peter on Sunday, September 10, where Peter gave us an
overview of the transition process. He'll be by our side over the upcoming
months, practically and spiritually, giving us guidance in the work that we’ll
be doing.
There are two parts to the Transition Process. Phase I, where the
Transition Team is selected, parish-wide discernment exercises are
performed, our website is reviewed and updated to reflect that we are a
parish in transition, and other materials are prepared for approval by the
Bishop of Record (Bishop Laura Ahrens) and the Reverend Canon Lee Ann
Tolzmann, Canon for Mission Leadership. Although Phase I can take up to
six months, we are planning on completing Phase I in just two months in
order to be ready for a meeting scheduled by Tom Calkins (in consultation
with Peter) with Bishop Laura and Lee Ann on Wednesday, November 8th.
This was not just optimism on Tom's part as to how efficiently the
Transition Team would do its work (!), but rather due to the recognition that
we, as a parish, have already done the discernment work needed to identify
the type of parish we are, where we’re going, and the type of Rector we're
looking for, as part of the year-long process that resulted in our having called
Greg. Although circumstances took Greg elsewhere, the discernment work
that St. Paul’s did remains intact. We'll be working with you before the
November 8th meeting to ensure that our discernment conclusions are still
current and all voices are heard. Stay tuned for more information about how
(Continued on page 3)
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Transition Team

(Continued from page 2)

we'll be doing this. After the November 8th meeting and Laura’s and Lee
Ann's approval of our required materials, Phase II begins and consists of the
actual recruiting of candidates and the ultimate hiring of a new Rector.
Much more on Phase II later as well.
Everything that the Transition Team does during Phase I is open and
transparent and will be shared with all. We'll be making announcements at
all services, putting regular updates in E-Connections and - in general inundating you with information so that everyone is well informed. Look for
summaries of our weekly Monday meetings posted on the Parish Hall
bulletin board. Only during Phase II, when resume gathering and
interviewing begins, do specified parts of the Transition process become
confidential to preserve the confidentiality of the candidates.
Please feel free to ask any Transition team member questions and to voice
your comments and concerns to any of us after services or otherwise
throughout this process. Please click below to read about the roles and
responsibilities of the Transition Team and the “Top 10” frequently asked
questions about the Transition process (and, to read even more, visit our
Diocesan website, www.episcopalct.org, using “Transition” as your keyword
search).
Finally, please pray for us! Peace,
Rich, Joel, Rick, Sue, Pam, Karen, Nancy, and Amy

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Sept 30
Oct 1

Mon
Tues
Wed

Oct 2
Oct 3
Oct 4

Thu
Sat
Sun

Oct 5
Oct 7
Oct 8

5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist & Healing
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
7:00 pm
Transition Team Meeting
6:30 pm
Executive Committee
11:00 am
Holy Eucharist at Fr. Fred’s
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
7:00 pm
Presentation & discussion, Pearson Room
10:30 am
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist & Blessing of the Animals
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist & Blessing of the Animals
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist & Blessing of the Animals
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Welcome Weekend Picnic

Stewardship Minute
“Do nothing out of selfishness; rather,
humbly regard others as more important
than yourselves…”
- PHILIPPIANS 2:3

P

ride and ego are hard things to
control. We see how others act or
dress and think we are superior to them.
We idolize our own self- image. But, if we
truly believe
everything is a gift
from God, we
recognize all the people
that God has put in our
lives as gifts! We are
grateful for how they
enrich our lives. Pray
every day for the
people in your life.
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Live Out Your Purpose
“Ever feel unsure about God's purpose for your life? Unqualified or insecure
about what He's called you to do? On Wednesday evening,
October 4th at 7 pm watch this special teaching and
discover three things you can do
that will help you live out your
purpose with confidence.”
Join us for a short presentation
called “I’m just a girl”. Don’t be
misled by the title. We will
explore a famous story and have
a short discussion. Guaranteed
to be out by 8 pm. Please come
and support your family.

T

here is going to be a hike and picnic lunch this Saturday,
September 30th from 10-1 that was planned by a couple of
folks from different Episcopal churches in the NW CT Region.
Click here for more details as we head up to the Housatonic
Meadows State Park, Pine Knob Loop trail head, West Cornwall.

speaks about John the Baptist to
J esus
those who “have it made.” They didn’t
listen to John’s message which advocated for
justice. However, says
Jesus, the tax collectors
and prostitutes did. And
they (as we all know)
didn’t “have it made.”
Are there connections
between stewardship and
justice? You be the
judge.

Men’s Group

E

ach Wednesday at
noon the men’s
group, a growing and
informal gathering of men,
meets for
lunch at the
Charcoal
Chef. Please
join us next
week!

F

ood Collection Sunday The third
Sunday of each month we
encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank.
For an up to date list of the priority needs of
the Woodbury Food Bank see the handout
sheet in food collection basket in the
narthex. The food bank is not able to accept
items past their labeled expiration date.
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This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, September 29th

St. Michael and All Angels

T

he scriptural word “angel” (Greek: angelos) means, literally, a messenger.
Messengers from God can be visible or invisible, and may assume human or nonhuman forms. Christians have always felt themselves to
be attended by healthful spirits - swift, powerful, and
enlightening. Those beneficent spirits are often depicted
in Christian art in human form, with wings to signify their
swiftness and spacelessness, with swords to signify their
power, and with dazzling raiment to signify their ability to
enlighten. Unfortunately, this type of pictorial
representation has led many to dismiss the angels as “just
another mythical beast, like the unicorn, the griffin, or the
sphinx.”
Of the many angels spoken of in the Bible, only four
are called by name: Michael, Gabriel, Uriel, and Raphael.
The Archangel Michael is the powerful agent of God who
wards off evil from God’s people, and delivers peace to
them at the end of this life’s mortal struggle.
“Michaelmas,” as his feast is called in England, has
long been one of the popular celebrations of the Christian Year in many parts of the world.
Michael is the patron saint of countless churches, including Mont Saint-Michel, the
monastery fortress off the coast of Normandy that figured so prominently in medieval
English history, and Coventry Cathedral, England’s most famous modern church building,
rising from the ashes of the most devastating war of our time.

Blessing of the Animals October 7 & 8

I

n observance of the feast day of St Francis, St. Paul’s
will have a Blessing of the
Animals at all three services
October 7-8. St. Francis,
whose feast day is on Tuesday,
October 4th, is perhaps best
known for his love of animals. This celebration reminds us that
all of God's creation is blessed including our pets.

Pet Food Drive - In coordination with the Blessing of the Animals
service, St. Paul’s Youth Group is coordinating a pet food and products
drive. Please consider bringing in some dog food, cat food, or kitty litter to
add to the collection. You can place them under the coat rack near the
Pearson Room, in a basket marked “Pet Supplies.” Proceeds collected will
be taken to local animal shelters and the Woodbury Food Bank.
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T

here’s another vineyard parable which is also reflected in a favorite
hymn, “Come Labor On” (Hymnal #541). Stanza 2 says in part:
“Come labor on…no arm so weak but may do service here. By
feeblest agents may our God fulfill, his righteous will. There’s
plenty of work and support needed. All of us are called. And
the hymn ends with the promise of a wonderful commendation:
“…and a glad sound comes with the setting sun; Servants, well
done.” Isn’t that what we all hope to hear?

This Weekend’s Readings
Authentic Response to God
Exodus 17:1-7
n our Hebrew Bible story the people are at the point of rebellion because they are
without water in the wilderness. Moses decries their readiness to challenge the Lord
through their lack of trust, and he asks God what is to be done. The Lord instructs Moses to
strike a rock with his staff so that water will pour from it. This place he named Massah
(meaning Challenge) and Meribah (meaning Dispute).
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16
The psalm recalls Israel’s trial and the Lord’s sustaining brace in the wilderness after the
escape from Egypt.
Philippians 2:1-13
In this reading Paul bids the new disciples to be of one mind in love, knowing how Christ
Jesus accepted the condition of a servant and was obedient to the point of death. We now
confess him as Lord and are called to an obedient working out of our faith.
Matthew 21:23-32
In a response to a question about authority, Jesus tells a parable of two sons who obeyed
their father differently, and he indicates that it is the same with those who are apparently
obedient and disobedient in this age. Both John the Baptist and Jesus offered their message
of repentance and the hope of the kingdom to all. It was the seeming outcasts who most
genuinely responded.
Then and now it is
not a popular idea to
suggest that such
persons have priority
over those who are
established in their
religion. Action is
the test of obedience.

I
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October 1, 2017 - 17th Sunday after Pentecost (A):
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, September 30th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
John Dransfield, Jeff Leavenworth
Gaby Drews

Saturday, October 7th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
Janet Congdon, Lis Blum
Sue Turner

Sunday, October 1st
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Lynda Jones, Dick Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth
Rick Hammer
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Ushers
Church School Youth
Lectors
Church School Youth
Chalicers Phoebe Hale, Wrey Trompeter
Intercessors Church School Youth
Acolytes
Erica Dionne, Nicole Dionne
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Sara Ranson, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Peg Robinson

Sunday, October 8th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Rick Hammer
Bonnie Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth

10:00 am
Ushers
Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota
Lectors
Susan Suhr, Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Amy Williams
Intercessor Duke Breon
Acolyte
Owen Hale
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Sara Ranson, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird,
Mieke Weggeman

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sept. 24

- Welcome Weekend Picnic

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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