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ou may be wondering why you have a halftime Interim Priest in Charge instead of a full
time interim as you have had in the past. It’s
quite simple. It's because there are too few clergy
available for interim ministry who have the experience in
transitions you deserve, such as I have. The other part
of that is that being retired, half-time is what I can do. It
may be that you will begin to chafe at my limited
availability of an average of twenty-three hours a week.
You may even be a bit anxious. But together we can
work this out. Make an appointment. Come chat with
me on Tuesday or Thursday between 9 am and 3 pm, or
between the services on Sunday or in the half hour before or after the 5 pm
Saturday service. And, in times of necessity, I am available on Wednesday as well.
Face to face conversation is at a premium these days, in this age of social media.
Try it on. We might even pray together!
Speaking of times of transition, this coming Sunday, September 24, at the 10:00
service, we will be commissioning the members of your Transition Team: Amy
Williams, Joel Cook, Karen Nash, Nancy Twinem, Pam Lehman, Rich Baird, Rick
Hammer, Sue Jacques. Please
come and show them your
support, especially if it means
attending two services to do so.
And after the service, there will
be a parish picnic, hosted by the
children and youth of Saint
Paul's. Come together in
community. Through sustaining
of one another, you will be in
Christ, and Christ will be in and
with you all. Peace be with
you.
Lois
The Reverend Lois Keen
959 Litchfield Street
Torrington, CT 06790
203-788-0630

T

Capping Off Our Roof

he new copper roof is completed and I hope we all can agree that it
looks glorious. More importantly, both the materials used and the
workmanship are designed so that St. Paul's will not have to address roof
issues for many, many decades going forward.
I know that everyone is interested in the
financial aspect of installing the new roof:
The total cost was $65,208. This included
$50,000 for the copper and installation.
12,608 for the new boards that needed to be
put under the copper.
1,200 for new gutters and leaders
1,400 for new clapboards to replace those that needed to be
removed to install the roof.
The payment for the roof came from a fund that included the Skinner
bequest of about $65,000 and the donations we received of $8,200. The
Skinner bequest was an unrestricted
donation made several years ago that
the Vestry had previously voted to
hold in reserve for just such capital
improvements as a new roof.
Because of the gifts we received
from you we were able to pay for
the roof without exhausting the
Skinner bequest.
I want to thank all for your
generous contributions and
please, any further
donations would continue
to be greatly appreciated.
Tom Calkins
Senior Warden"

Welcome Weekend - Join us Saturday & Sunday for
Welcome Weekend as we kickoff the fall season. Following
the 10 am service next week we’ll be holding our annual parish
picnic on our patio. Re-discover your old friends and meet
some new ones.
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Neighbors for Neighbors Progressive Dinner
Last Sunday, September 17th was the second town wide Progressive Dinner put on by
seven faith communities in Woodbury. Once again, it was well attended and enjoyed by
many guests. This year we were also able to serve several clients from the Woodbury Food
Bank by selling ‘seat sponsor’ tickets and due to the generosity of over 30 donors, they had
an enjoyable evening.
St. Paul’s was one of the three dinner venues and in the typical fashion, served a first
class meal. This was made possible by a very capable kitchen staff and service from our
youth group. A special thank you to Judie Ferris, Rene Mulligan, Helen Burdick, Bonnie
Hammer, Monie Dezhbod, Dale White for manning the kitchen and food prep. Mark
Trompeter and Heather took over getting the buffet set up and directed the youth group for
serving and clean up. The youth servers were Phoebe and Owen Hale, Thayer and Matthew
Lehman/Daly, Hanna Kimball, Alexandra, Ryan, Andrew, and Lauren Trompeter. If we
missed anyone, we are very sorry but the total job was awesome, the food was delicious, and
the clean up spotless. Thank you all.
Thank you everyone that bought tickets and contributed
to the silent auction ‘Pie of the Month’ item and contributed
to food purchase. A big thank you to Dale and Jay Ambrose
for putting the S/A prize together and adding a unique
cutting board and pie server to go with it. As you know it
takes many people to make for a successful event.
We are happy to announce that the initial numbers
indicate that we grossed over $6,000. This will help serve
many people that for one reason or another need our support
and the Community Services Council of Woodbury is very
grateful.
Wrey Trompeter and I thank you all for your generosity and
helping to make this event another success.
Mariana Daniels

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Sept 23
Sept 24

Mon

Sept 25

Wed

Sept 27

Thu
Sat
Sun

Sept 28
Sept 30
Oct 1

5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
11:00 am
Welcome Weekend Parish Picnic
4:30 pm
New Start Ministry Meeting
7:00 pm
Transition Team Meeting
11:00 am
Holy Eucharist at Fr. Fred’s
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
7:00 pm
Presentation & discussion, Pearson Room
10:30 am
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist & Healing
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
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Live Out Your Purpose
“Ever feel unsure about God's purpose for your life? Unqualified or insecure
about what He's called you to do? Watch this special teaching
and discover three things you can do that will help you live
out your purpose with confidence.”
Join us for a short presentation
called “I’m just a girl”. Don’t be
misled by the title. This is for
anyone 15 yrs-old and older, male
and female. We will explore a
famous story and have a short
discussion. Guaranteed to be out
by 8 pm. Please come and
support your family.

T

here is going to be a hike and picnic lunch on Saturday,
September 30th from 10-1 that was planned by a couple of
folks from different Episcopal churches in the NW CT Region. Click
here for more details as we head up to the Housatonic Meadows State
Park, Pine Knob Loop trail head, West Cornwall.

“I

’ll pay you whatever is fair,” says to owner of
the vineyard to those he hires. However, by the
end of the day, the payment hardly seems fair to those
who have worked
under the hot sun
all day long.
God’s generosity
knows no bounds.
How many times
do you think to
yourself: “God’s
not being fair to
me”? Think
again!
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Men’s Group

E

ach Wednesday at
noon the men’s
group, a growing and
informal gathering of men,
meets for
lunch at the
Charcoal
Chef. Please
join us next
week!

Stewardship Minute
“So the last will be first and the first last”

- MATTHEW 20:16

Y

ou’ve heard the saying “it’s not where you start but how you
finish.” This certainly applies to this Bible passage. We
have a responsibility not only for our own lives, but for the lives of
others as well. We are called to generously share our gifts with
others, not hoard them for our own use. Through our gratitude and
generosity we help each other get to Heaven!

News about Millie and Frank Morgan

M

any of you will remember Millie and Frank, who worshiped with us for close to 40
years, and for some time now have lived very happily at Elim Park in Cheshire.
Millie has had VERY recent surgery and is now on the road to recovery. Frank had a bad
fall and broke his hip last week, for which he had surgery Tuesday this week. Both are
resting comfortably at Bridgeport Hospital because that is where their daughter Jean (also a
very fond memory for us) is a nurse. In due time, they will return to Elim Park.
If you would like to send a message to Millie and Frank, here is their address:
Elim Park
150 Cook Hill Road
Apartment 4107, (use this format exactly)
Cheshire, CT 06410
They will receive your message quickly because Jeannie stops by and picks up the mail
almost daily.

Social Media Sunday 2017 (#SMS17) is this Sunday!

G

et ready to pick up
your digital devices
for Social Media Sunday
(#SMS17), September 24.
This event started in
2013 at Trinity Episcopal
Church in Tariffville as a
way for parishioners to
use devices to share their
life of faith with the
digital world.
It has since grown to
include Christians and
people of faith
everywhere.
Join this Facebook
group for resources to
help your parish
community prepare.
And if you don't believe
your church needs to be
online, check out this
blog by David Hansen, a
pastor with a Lutheran
church in Texas.
Be the church online!
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This Date on the Church Calendar
September 21st

St. Matthew, Apostle & Evangelist

O

ne day Jesus was walking and saw a tax collector
named Matthew sitting at a tax-collection post,
and said to him, "Follow me." And Matthew
stood up and followed Him, and became one of His twelve
apostles.
Tax collectors in those days were social outcasts. Devout
Jews avoided them because they were usually dishonest (the
job carried no salary, and they were expected to make their
profits by cheating the people from whom they collected
taxes). Patriotic and nationalistic Jews hated them because
they were agents of the Roman government, the conquerors, and hated them with a double
hatred if (like Matthew) they were Jews, because they had gone over to the enemy, had
betrayed their own people for money. Thus, throughout the Gospels, we find tax collectors
(publicans) mentioned as a standard type of sinful and despised outcast. Matthew brought
many of his former associates to meet Jesus, and social outcasts in general were shown that
the love of Jesus extended even to them.
The name "Matthew" means "gift of the LORD." Mark and Luke, in the story of his
calling, name him "Levi." Perhaps this was his original name, and he received a new name
from Jesus when he became a disciple. It has also been suggested that he was simply a
member of the tribe of Levi.
Of Matthew's life after Pentecost the Scriptures tell us nothing. Later accounts of his life
vary, some reporting that he was martyred, others that he died a natural death. The Christian
community since early times has commemorated him as a martyr.
Whether the Apostle Matthew is also the Evangelist Matthew -- that is, whether the
Apostle Matthew wrote the Gospel that bears his name -- is disputed. The Gospel itself does
not say who wrote it, but the designation "according to Matthew" is very old.
In favor of his authorship it may be noted that (1) while Mark and Luke give the fourth
pair of Apostles as "Matthew and Thomas," the Gospel of Matthew gives them as "Thomas
and Matthew"; and (2) while Luke 5:29 explicitly states, and Mark 2:15 suggests, that
Matthew gave a banquet for Jesus, Matthew 9:10 in describing the same banquet does not
indicate who the host was. Both of these variations would be routine touches of modesty if
Matthew was the author.
On the other hand, the gospel (1) does not have the manner of an eyewitness, and (2) is
thought by many scholars to contain material borrowed from Mark, whereas one would not
expect someone who had been an eyewitness to borrow from someone who had not.
Perhaps the Gospel was written by some early Christian, not an apostle, whose name was
Matthew, and about whom nothing else is known. Early Christian readers, hearing the
Gospel ascribed to "Matthew," would naturally associate it with the Apostle of that name,
and so the ascribing of the work to the Apostle Matthew becomes common at an early date,
by a perfectly natural misunderstanding.
Papias of Hierapolis, writing in the late first or early second century, says that Matthew
compiled the sayings (Logia) of Jesus in Hebrew. Now the material common to Matthew
and Luke, but not to Mark, includes sayings of Jesus but almost no narrative. It has
therefore been conjectured that there was once a document (usually called Q), now lost, that
is basically a collection of speeches by Jesus, and that Matthew (the evangelist) and Luke,
had access to it while Mark did not. It has been suggested that Matthew (the apostle) is the
author of this document Q, which may well have been first written in Hebrew (or Aramaic).
The Scripture readings associated with the day bear the themes of Matthew as a
Gospel-writer (hence readings that speak of the Scriptures), Matthew as an Apostle, and
Matthew as a sinner called by God's grace.
by James Kiefer
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“...are you envious because I am generous?” Do we spend more time lamenting our
personal scarcity than being grateful and thankful for all we have been given and responding
accordingly? It is certainly true that we can’t begin to “out-give” God, but would our lives
perhaps be more contented and feel more
blessed if we decided to be first-fruits or “I
can’t wait to give” donors to the life and
ministry to which God has called all of us?
Remember, Baptism tells us we are “marked”
as Christ’s own forever.” How do you
respond to that gift?

This Weekend’s Readings
Exodus 16:2-15
e hear the story of God’s feeding of the people in the wilderness. The Israelites are
full of complaints and now think they would prefer slavery and death in Egypt to
their present difficulties. The Lord appears to them and promises sustenance, but also a test,
for they will only be given food on a day-to-day basis.
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through the generations.
Philippians 1:21-30
In this reading Paul tells the Philippians that he would prefer to be with Christ beyond
death, but he recognizes that he still has good work to do in this earthly life. He asks that they
live in a manner worthy of the gospel and stand firm in unity with one another.
Matthew 20:1-16
Our gospel is the story of the laborers in the vineyard, who are all paid the same wage
despite their different hours of work. Like most parables, this story can have many meanings,
as have been given to it in the life of the church. On one level is suggests that nobody can
presume on God’s grace, so often extended to those who may see the least deserving. The
parable deliberately flies in the face of normal expectations. It offers a clue pointing to God’s
extraordinary evenhandedness in dealing with people quite apart from human ideas about
their merit. Jesus may have told it in defense of his own sharing in the lives of the outcast.

W
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, September 23rd
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Gaby Drews
Karen Nash, Janet Congdon
Norma Leavenworth

Saturday, September 30th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
John Dransfield, Jeff Leavenworth
Gaby Drews

Sunday, September 24th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Kathy Baird, Kathie Nichols
Rick Hammer
Dory Holmes
Kathy Baird

10:00 am
Ushers
Maddie Daigneault, Ed Daigneault
Lectors
Kristin Daigneault, Ed Daigneault
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Lois Zane
Intercessor Amy Williams
Acolytes
Erica Dionne, Nicole Dionne
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Lois Zane
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Lori Cook,
Dory Holmes

Sunday, October 1st
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Lynda Jones, Dick Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth
Rick Hammer
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Ushers
Church School Youth
Lectors
Church School Youth
Chalicers Phoebe Hale, Wrey Trompeter
Intercessors Church School Youth
Acolytes
Erica Dionne, Nicole Dionne
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Sara Ranson, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Peg Robinson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sept. 24

- Welcome Weekend Picnic

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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