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Work on the Roof Has Begun
Work has begun. Come check it out. And please be safe around the
scaffolding and our grounds.
Raising the Roof - Raising the Roof - Many thanks to everyone who has
offered donations for our new roof. Please try to get the donations in as soon as
possible. And please make clear on the check or the electronic transfer that it is for
the roof. Checks can be left in Tom Calkin’s mailbox box, the offering plate at the
services or by mail. If you have questions,
contact Tom Calkins
(twclaw@sbcglobal.net) or Rich Buckley
(rbuckley@ndstech.com).

Dinner
Pg 9 - Julia Emery
Pg 10 - Harvest
Walk
Pg 11 - Participating

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun
Tue
Wed
Sat
Sun

Sept 2
Sept 3

5:00 pm

9:00 am
Sept 5 6:30 pm
Sept 6 12:00 pm
Sept 9 5:00 pm
Sept 10
8:00 am
8:00 am

Evening Prayer
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Prayer
Executive Committee
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Holy Eucharist
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

† Stewardship Reflection
“What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?”
- Matthew 16:26

S

t. Francis of Assisi once said, “Remember, you are
what you are in the eyes of God, and nothing else.” We
often forget this stewardship wisdom when we spend all of our
time, talent and treasure to gain more of the world’s riches. We
need to set our priorities based on God’s values and not the values
of the material world.

There is no
Wednesday Service this
week, September 6th.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing
and informal gathering of men, meets for lunch at the
Charcoal Chef. Please join us next week!

“Y

ou aren’t thinking in God’s terms,
but in human terms,” says Jesus to
Peter. The faithful follower is one who seeks
to discern God’s “terms” and allows these to
guide their own thoughts and actions - minute
by minute and day by day.

F

ood Collection Sunday The third
Sunday of each month we
encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank.
For an up to date list of the priority needs of
the Woodbury Food Bank see the handout
sheet in food collection basket in the
narthex. The food bank is not able to accept
items past their labeled expiration date.
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Presiding Bishop Michael Curry on Hurricane Harvey:
Our brothers and sisters in Texas and Louisiana need our help.
Long ago the prophet Malachi taught that we are all children of God by
virtue of our creation by the same God. "Have we not all one father?
Has not one God created us," he asked (2:10). Jesus taught the same
thing when he told a story about a Good Samaritan. We are indeed all
the children of God. And if we are all God's children, then we are all
brothers and sisters.
In our recent days, we have watched and
witnessed the devastation in the wake of
Hurricane Harvey. Our brothers and sisters
in Texas and Louisiana need our help.
Episcopal Relief & Development reminds us
not to send food, clothing or other items
because affected dioceses have limited or
no capacity to receive, store or distribute
goods. It is more efficient and better for
the local economy to make a donation.
Episcopal Relief & Development already has actions in place for
assistance.
• To donate to the Hurricane Harvey Response Fund to
support impacted dioceses as they meet the needs of their
most vulnerable neighbors after this event, check here.
• Sign-up on the Ready to Serve database to register as a
possible volunteer in the future. Episcopal Relief &
Development staff share these lists with dioceses when
they are ready to recruit external volunteers.
• The latest Episcopal Relief & Development program
updates are available on Facebook and Twitter
@EpiscopalRelief and here.
• Check the Episcopal Church website for updates and important
information.
As our fellow Episcopalians minister to those in need they need our help
not just now or in the short term, but for the long haul. Our support of
Episcopal Relief & Development is a tangible, practical, effective and
reliable way to do that, keep in your prayers for the people in Texas and
Louisiana whose lives have been forever changed by Hurricane Harvey.
Together we are the human family of God and our efforts in times like
these truly help bring God's love and ours to our sisters and brothers in
great need.
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry - Presiding Bishop
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Dear Friends and Supporters,

R

eem, Khaled and Elin are well on
their way toward self-sufficiency.
Their ability to communicate in
English is amazingly good, considering that
when they arrived in the U.S.A. on 1/3/2017
they spoke zero English. Many thanks to
Cindy, Gilliam, Lissa, Lisa and the entire ESL team!!
Khaled has proven himself to be a reliable worker at Marie's Movers, and
is well liked by both his employer and his co-workers. The work is hard, but
Khaled is dedicated to doing it well. Thanks, Sue, for helping him find this
position!
Reem is re-taking her DMV learners permit test on September 12 - please
pray that she pass! Khaled is taking weekly driving lessons, and has had an
opportunity to practice driving in Jeff B's car. His road test is scheduled for
early October. Many thanks to Dory for doggedly pursuing the driving
initiative!
Elin regularly attends Head Start. She is a typical, hyperactive two year
old! Many thanks to those who are spending time with Reem, helping to
model good parenting skills and giving her a break from sitting at home
alone.
There have been a few lingering dental problems, but Carolyn has those
under control. We need to remember that good dental hygiene is not an
integral part of all cultures, and needs to be patiently taught.
On Monday the NSM leadership team held its final regularly scheduled
meeting for this co=sponsorship project. As a team we will next be entering
a discernment phase, focused on our next ministry steps. Please pray for us
all!
Peace, Susan
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† Labor Day
My God, Father and Savior, since you have commanded
us to work in order to meet our needs, sanctify our labor that
it may bring nourishment to our souls as well as to our bodies.
Make us constantly aware that our efforts are worthless
unless guided by your light and by your hand.
Make us faithful to the particular tasks for which you have
bestowed upon us the necessary gifts, taking from us any
envy or jealousy at the vocations of others.
Give us a good heart to supply the needs of the poor,
saving us from any desire to exalt ourselves over those who
receive our bounty.

Prayer by John Calvin
appropriate for Labor Day

And if you should call us into greater poverty than we humanly desire, save us
from any spirit of defiance or resentment, but rather let us graciously and humbly
receive the bounty of others.
Above all, may every temporal grace be matched by spiritual
grace, that in both body and soul we may live to your glory. Amen.

L

abor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the
labor movement and is dedicated to the social and economic
achievements of American workers. It constitutes a yearly national
tribute to the contributions workers have made to the strength,
prosperity and well-being of our country.
The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New
York City, in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union. The Central Labor
Union held their second Labor Day holiday just a year later. In 1884, the first Monday in
September was selected as the holiday, as originally proposed. The idea spread with the
growth of labor organizations and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in many industrial
centers of the country.
The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day should take was outlined in
the first proposal of the holiday - a street parade to exhibit to the public “the strength and
esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations” of the community, followed by a
festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers and their families. Speeches by
prominent men and women were introduced later as
more emphasis was placed upon the economic and civic
significance of the holiday. Still later, by a resolution
of the American Federation of Labor Convention of
1909, the Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as
Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual and
educational aspects of the labor movement.
Although Labor Day is a secular day, a number of
organizations and houses of worship express good
wishes for the day with prayers
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N

ow here’s a very vivid vision. How can we
live in God’s love and power so it will seem
to us and to others that we’ve had some radical surgery
- and that the love of His name (and all that that
implies) is truly “grafted in our hearts”? It’s probably
easier for us to consider the challenges of physical
heart surgery than to pray for the blessed addition to
our bodies and minds the true Healer can make if
called upon.

This Weekend’s Readings
Self-Denial and Discipleship
Exodus 3:1-15
n our lesson from the Hebrew scripture Moses is encountered by the Lord in the
burning bush. He is called to his mission to lead the people of Israel out of slavery in
Egypt, and he asks to know the name of this God of his ancestors. God’s answer to Moses is
intriguing and mysterious. The response may indicate a proper name which traditionally has
been known as Yahweh. God’s answer may, however, suggest a meaning like “The One who
causes to be,” or “I am who I am, or “I will be what I will be.”
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c
A hymn of praise celebrating God’s forming of a people through the generations.
Romans 12:9-21
In this lesson Paul exhorts the disciples in Rome to live lives full of Christian dedication
and virtue, overcoming evil with good. One hears strong echoes of Jesus’ beatitudes.
Matthew 16:21-28
In the gospel reading Jesus teaches Peter and the other disciples that the way of his
ministry and theirs is the way of the cross. Peter had just confessed Jesus to be the Christ, but
now he cannot accept the idea of the Christ being put to death. Jesus calls Peter “Satan”
because his words represent a temptation to him. Jesus’ way costs no less than everything and
leads to the discovery of that which is priceless. In the end the Son of Man will come as judge
to repay all
people for
what they
have done.

I
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, September 2nd
5 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicer

Maureen & Jack Well
Jeff Leavenworth, Karen Nash
Gaby Drews

Sunday, September 3rd
9:00 am
Ushers
Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota
Lectors
Dick Leavenworth, Ed Hord
Officiant
Beverly Deickler
Intercessor Lynda Jones
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Peg Robinson,
Wrey Trompeter

We are beginning work on our autumn lay schedule. Please contact
the parish office or your lay ministry coordinator as soon as possible
about your schedule availability for the fall (September thru November).
Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Contact Barbara Elmore to volunteer

Notice
Starting the
Sunday after
Labor Day,
Sunday,
September 10th
we resume our
normal schedule
of services at 8:00
and 10:00 am.

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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