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Weekly Wisdom

In This Issue:

Thank You - A thank you to the Rev. Chris
Christopherson, Andy Zeman and Shahrokh
Dezhbod for their assistance in providing
coverage for our services this summer.

Pg 2- Reflections
Pg 3- St. Bart

Cover-Up! - In preparation for our roofing
project we need to protect our organ. This
Sunday at 1 pm, Rich Buckley et al will be
covering it up. Anyone who is willing and able
should contact Rich for more info.

Pg 4- Readings
Pg 5- Progressive
Dinner
Pg 6 - Backpack
Blessings
Pg 7 - Participating

Save the Date! - The Faith Communities
of Woodbury will be sponsoring the 2nd annual
progressive dinner “Neighbor to Neighbor” to
benefit Community Services of Woodbury.
The event will take place Sunday, September
17. St. Paul’s will be hosting one of the three
dinner venues. Tickets are on sale now
through Judy Harmon, our ticket coordinator.
Mariana Daniels and Wrey Trompeter are co-chairs of the event.
Raising the Roof - Raising the Roof - Many thanks to everyone who has
offered donations for our new roof. Please try to get the donations in as soon as
possible. And please make clear on the check or the electronic transfer that it is for
the roof. Checks can be left in Tom Calkin’s mailbox box, the offering plate at the
services or by mail. If you have questions, contact Tom Calkins
(twclaw@sbcglobal.net) or Rich Buckley (rbuckley@ndstech.com).

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun
Mon
Wed
Sat
Sun

Aug 26
Aug 27

5:00 pm

9:00 am
Aug 28 4:30 pm
Aug 30 11:00 am
12:00 pm
Sept 2 5:00 pm
Sept 3
9:00 am

Holy Eucharist
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Prayer
New Start Ministry, Pearson Room
Holy Eucharist at Fr. Fred’s
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Holy Eucharist
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Prayer

Stewardship Reflection
“Or who has given the Lord anything that he may be repaid?”

S

- ROMANS 11:35

t. Paul reminds us of a central fact of
stewardship. We cannot give the Lord
anything, because God already owns it
all. God made everything. All that we can do is
return a portion of God’s many gifts back to
Him. Sincere gratitude for our gifts opens our
hearts to joyful generosity!

Come join us each Wednesday
at 11 am for our mid-week
Eucharist at Fr. Fred's. Address is:
35 A Heritage Village.
Any questions you can call or
email Father Fred or Betty Lou or
Peter Bowles.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing
and informal gathering of men, meets for lunch at the
Charcoal Chef. Please join us next week!

P

eter responds to the question of Jesus
with what some might call an inspired
answer. Jesus is God’s anointed - God’s
chosen one. If someone was to ask you, as a
follower of Jesus, who or what would you say
Jesus is?

F

ood Collection Sunday The third
Sunday of each month we
encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank.
For an up to date list of the priority needs of
the Woodbury Food Bank see the handout
sheet in food collection basket in the
narthex. The food bank is not able to accept
items past their labeled expiration date.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Thursday, August 24th

St. Bartholomew, Apostle

T

he name "Bartholomew" appears in the New Testament only on lists of the names of
the twelve apostles. This list normally is given as six pairs, and the third pair in
each of the Synoptics is "Philip and Bartholomew" (M 10:3; P 3:18; L 6:14; but A 1:13).
John gives no list of the Twelve, but refers to more of them individually than the
Synoptists. He does not name Bartholomew, but early in his account (John 1:43-50)
he tells of the call to discipleship of a Nathaniel who is often supposed to be the
same person.
The reasoning is as follows: John's Nathanael is introduced as one of the earliest
followers of Jesus, and in terms which suggest that he became one of the Twelve.
He is clearly not the same as Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Thomas, Judas
Iscariot, Judas (Jude--not Iscariot, also called Lebbaeus, or Thaddeus), all of whom
John names separately. He is not Matthew, whose call is described differently (M
9:9). This leaves Bartholomew, James the son of Alpheus, and Simon Zelotes. Of
these, Bartholomew is the leading candidate for two reasons:
(1) "Bar-tholomew" is a patronymic, meaning "son of Tolmai (or Talmai)." It is
therefore likely that he had another name (A historical novel which may not be well
researched informs me that a first-century Jew would be likely to use the patronymic instead
of the forename as a mark of respect in speaking to a significantly older Jew.). "Nathanael
son of Tolmai" seems more likely than "Nathanael also called James (or Simon)."
(2) Nathanael is introduced in John's narrative as a friend of Philip. Since Bartholomew
is paired with Philip on three of our four lists of Apostles, it seems likely that they were
associated.
We have no certain information about Bartholomew's later life. Some writers, including
the historian Eusebius of Caesarea (now Har Qesari, 32:30 N 34:54 E, near Sedot Yam), say
that he preached in India. The majority tradition, with varying details, is that Bartholomew
preached in Armenia, and was finally skinned alive and beheaded to Albanus or Albanopolis
(now Derbent, 42:03 N 48:18 E) on the Caspian Sea. His emblem in art is a flaying knife.
The flayed Bartholomew can be seen in Michelangelo's Sistine painting of the Last
Judgement. He is holding his skin. The face on the skin is generally considered to be a selfportrait of Michelangelo.
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N

ear the end of Psalm 138, it says; “Though I walk

in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe … your
right hand shall save me. The Lord will make good his
purpose for me … O Lord, your loves endures forever.”
How can we strive to genuinely trust and believe these
promises? Perhaps committing more to participate in
prayer, bible study, community worship and service, and
thankful giving can help. Why not covenant to give them
a new or renewed try in the days ahead.

This Weekend’s Readings
Son of the Living God
Exodus 1:8-2:10
new king arises in Egypt who oppresses the growing population of Israelites and
orders all Hebrew boys to be killed at birth. But the infant Moses is set afloat on the
Nile in a desperate attempt to preserve his life. Ironically, it is Pharaoh’s own daughter who
finds and keeps the child, undermining not only her unjust father, but an oppressive future
regime.
Psalm 124
A psalm of thanksgiving for deliverance.
Romans 12:1-8
In this lesson Paul urges the Christians in Rome to devote themselves to God’s service and
to recognize that with different functions they are all members of one body.
Matthew 16:13-20
In our gospel Peter realizes that Jesus is the Christ, and Jesus then sees Peter as the rock
foundation for his church and gives to him the keys of the kingdom. The passage helps us to
recognize that during Jesus’ lifetime and afterward there was speculation about his role. Some
saw the Son of Man as a kind of reembodiment of John the Baptist or another prophet.
Simon is renamed Peter (which means rock), for on him and because of this revelation the
church will be
built, although
Jesus’ messiahship
must be kept
secret for the
present. To Peter
are given the keys
to open or shut
the gates of the
kingdom and so to
make judgment.

A
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, August 26th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman
Matthew & Thayer Daly Lehman
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, August 27th
9:00 am
Ushers
Russ DePace, Lynda Jones
Lector
Bonnie Leavenworth
Officiant
Ed Hord
Intercessor Amy Williams
Acolyte
Owen Hale
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Nancy Twinem, Mieke Weggeman

Saturday, September 2nd
5 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicer

Maureen & Jack Well
Jeff Leavenworth, Karen Nash
Gaby Drews

Sunday, September 3rd
9:00 am
Ushers
Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota
Lectors
Dick Leavenworth, Ed Hord
Officiant Beverly Deickler
Intercessor Lynda Jones
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Peg Robinson,
Wrey Trompeter

We are beginning work on our autumn lay schedule. Please contact
the parish office or your lay ministry coordinator as soon as possible
about your schedule availability for the fall (September thru November).
Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Contact Barbara Elmore to volunteer

Notice
Starting the
Sunday after
Labor Day,
Sunday,
September 10th
we resume our
normal schedule
of services at 8:00
and 10:00 am.

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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