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Thank You - A thank you to the Rev. Chris Christopherson (Sunday will be his
last service with us), Andy Zeeman and Shahrokh Dezhbod for their assistance in
providing coverage for our services this summer.
Transition Notes - We are moving forward with the transition process having
now been assigned Fr. Peter Stebinger as our consultant, and having had a very
productive meeting with him and the entire vestry on July 18. The wardens and the
rest of the vestry are following the steps outlined by Fr. Peter and we expect to
have much more to report in the next several weeks. Thank you for your patience
and please let us know if you have any concerns or questions.
Save the Date! - The Faith Communities of Woodbury will be sponsoring the
2nd annual progressive dinner “Neighbor to Neighbor” to benefit Community
Services of Woodbury. The event will take place Sunday, September 17. St.
Paul’s will be hosting one of the three dinner venues.
Tickets are on sale now through Judy Harmon, our
ticket coordinator. Mariana Daniels and Wrey
Trompeter are co-chairs of the event.
Raising the Roof - Many thanks to everyone who
has offered donations for our new roof. Please try to
get the donations in as soon as possible. And please
make clear on the check or the electronic transfer that
it is for the roof. Checks can be left in Tom Calkin’s
mailbox box, the offering plate at the services or by
mail. If you have questions, contact Tom Calkins
(twclaw@sbcglobal.net) or Rich Buckley
(rbuckley@ndstech.com).

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun
Wed
Sat
Sun

Aug 19
Aug 20

5:00 pm

9:00 am
Aug 23 11:00 am
12:00 pm
Aug 26 5:00 pm
Aug 27
9:00 am

Holy Eucharist & Healing
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist at Fr. Fred’s
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Holy Eucharist
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Prayer

Stewardship Reflection
“For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.” ROMANS 11:29

G

od has a special mission in mind for each of us. He has
given us the gifts we need to accomplish that mission.
We are called to be good stewards by using those gifts to do the
work that He has planned for each of us. If we deny our gifts or
fail to use them as God calls us to use them, then some part of
His work will be left undone.

Come join us each Wednesday
at 11 am for our mid-week
Eucharist at Fr. Fred's. Address is:
35 A Heritage Village.
Any questions you can call or
email Father Fred or Betty Lou or
Peter Bowles.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing
and informal gathering of men, meets for lunch at the
Charcoal Chef. Please join us next week!

“Y

our trust is enormous,” says Jesus to
this Canaanite woman. A faithful
follower is one who is able to show enormous
trust in Jesus. If you were asked about your level
of trust in Jesus, just how would you respond?

F

ood Collection Sunday The third
Sunday of each month we
encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank.
For an up to date list of the priority needs of
the Woodbury Food Bank see the handout
sheet in food collection basket in the
narthex. The food bank is not able to accept
items past their labeled expiration date.
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† An Eclipse of Biblical Proportions
by Frederick Baltz, Biblical Archaeology Society

T

his
month
will see an eclipse of
Biblical proportions.
A total solar eclipse (when
the moon completely blocks the
sun, casting the earth in temporary
darkness) will be visible across the
United States on August 21st (see map for
visibility). When the solar eclipse works its eerie
wonders, shadows will behave strangely. Pin-hole openings
in tree leaf cover will project tiny eclipses on the ground. Some
people will see shadow waves - bands of shade moving across the
ground. Viewers in the path of the eclipse will experience about two
minutes of total darkness. At the spot of Greatest Duration the eclipse will last
2 minutes and 40.2 seconds. The spot of Greatest Eclipse indicates the location
where the moon’s shadow passes closest to the earth’s center.
Might eclipses, together with the timing of Biblical events, have been interpreted as
divine messages and signs?
King Hezekiah has gone down in history as one of Judah’s good kings, a reformer. At
one point, he became deathly ill. The story of his illness and cure is told in 2 Kings 20:1–11
and Isaiah 38:1–7, and a brief mention of the event is found at 2 Chronicles 32:24. 2 Kings
tells of a “boil,” which may suggest a type of cancer. Surely, Hezekiah’s physicians used all
their knowledge and skill to save the king. Baths, dressings, dietary changes, internal
medications, nothing was successful against the boil.
The Biblical account relates that Isaiah the prophet was sent to Hezekiah to inform him
that he would die from his illness. Hezekiah prayed for healing, and Isaiah had not left the
palace when he was sent back to the king with a different message: The Lord would heal
him and give him another 15 years of life. A sign was to confirm the healing. The shadow
could move forward or backward on an outdoor stairway. Hezekiah chose for the shadow to
move backward (2 Kings 20:10).
On March 5 in 702 B.C.E., the 16th year before Hezekiah’s death, a prominent solar
eclipse appeared over the Middle East (see NASA’s Five Millennium Catalog of Solar
Eclipses). Its path crossed the Arabian Peninsula, and the obscuration of the sun over Israel
was more than 60 percent.
If a stairway had been engulfed in
darkness and then restored to daylight,
the shadow would have appeared to
retreat. A shadow wave, produced by
an eclipse, may also have given the
appearance of a shadow retreating. If
you are in the path of the eclipse on
August 21, you too may be able to see
this rare Biblical sign.
It would be another hundred years
before the Greeks would accomplish
the first actual prediction of an
eclipse.
3

T

he Gospel this week which speaks of the
pleas of the Canaanite woman (the
Canaanites and Israelites did not enjoy amicable
relationships), Jesus reminded the Disciples that he
had been sent to seek the “lost.” How reassuring to
know that he still to this day seeks the “lost” among
us, and that if we continue to have faith as the woman
did, God has promised to guide and support our lives!

This Weekend’s Readings
Claiming God’s Blessings
Genesis 45:1-15
ur Hebrew scripture lesson relates a decisive moment in the story of Joseph as he
reveals himself to his brothers, who then journey home to tell their father Jacob that
his son is still alive. The brothers are at first overwhelmed by the discovery that the brother
they had sold into slavery is now Pharaoh’s right-hand man. Joseph tells them not to be upset:
this had all been part of God’s plan to preserve Israel during the coming time of famine.
Psalm 133
The psalm celebrates the blessing of a harmonious people.
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
In this reading Paul sets forth his belief that God plans to bring Jews as well as Gentiles to
salvation. This apostle to the Gentiles continues to wrestle with a difficult question: why is it
that so many of Jesus’ own people have not accepted him as the Christ?
Matthew 15: 10-28
In our gospel Jesus teaches that the thoughts and intentions of the human heart are
paramount. Jesus warns against such blind guides preoccupied with externals. He then
travels beyond the boundaries of Israel to the territory of Tyre and Sidon and encounters a
Canaanite woman who beseeches him to heal her daughter. The first Christians were unsure
whether they were to offer the faith to non-Jews, and the give-and-take in this story may reflect
that uncertainty. Jesus
sees his own mission as
confined to Israel, but
the woman’s faith
causes him to give her
the bread she asks for.
Symbolically it is the
saving food of the
gospel which heals her
daughter.

O
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, August 19th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
Lis Blum, John Dransfield
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, August 20th
9:00 am
Ushers
Rick Hammer, Dick Leavenworth
Lector
Rick Hammer
Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Mieke Weggeman
Intercessor Ed Hord
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Peg Robinson

Saturday, August 26th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman
Matthew & Thayer Daly Lehman
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, August 27th
9:00 am
Ushers
Russ DePace, Lynda Jones
Lector
Bonnie Leavenworth
Officiant Ed Hord
Intercessor Amy Williams
Acolyte
Owen Hale
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Nancy Twinem, Mieke Weggeman

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Aug 20th

- Sue & Marty Taylor

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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