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                        EEE---ConnectionsConnectionsConnections   

Six Month Anniversary for Our New Start Family 

F or almost 6 months, a dedicated team of volunteers has met every Monday 

afternoon to share information and coordinate our efforts to help Reem, Khaled and 

Elin successfully resettle in the U.S.A.  Without these wonderful people our co-sponsorship 

effort would not have succeeded.  Not everyone could attend every meeting, but everyone 

has contributed more than could have been imagined a year ago.  My sincere thanks and 

gratitude to the entire New Start Ministry team. - Susan Suhr 
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Sat July   1 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun July   2 Fourth Sunday after PentecostFourth Sunday after PentecostFourth Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:00 am Morning Prayer 
Wed July   5 11:00 am Holy Eucharist at Fr. Fred’s 
  12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Sat July   8 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
Sun July   9 Fifth Sunday after PentecostFifth Sunday after PentecostFifth Sunday after Pentecost 
  9:00 am Holy Eucharist 
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Twilight Garden Party 
 

The second attempt to hold the Twilight 
Garden Party turned out to be a lovely 
evening.  After a heart stopping down 
pour that lasted about 15 minutes, the 
weather gods brought the sun out and all 
was well.  The Party was enjoyed by 
approximately 50 guests who enjoyed the 
beautiful gardens, ate and quenched their thirst 
while mingling and sharing lively conversation. 
 Donation to St. Paul’s Community Connections 
will be the net proceeds from the event.  We 
grossed  $1,865 and netted $1,674 which exceeded 
our expectations. 

 Charles and Barbara Robinson were our gracious hosts at their 
property, Brush Hill Gardens in Washington. 
 Thank you to all who bought and sold tickets, helped prepare the 
food, and physically helped out on the day of the event in typical St. 
Paul’s fashion. 
 God Bless, 
 Mariana & Wrey 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

“…whoever does not take up his cross and follow 

after me is not worthy of me.” 

    MATTHEW 10:38 
 

O ur world entices us with comfort.  But, God 

made you for greatness.  Picking up your 

cross and following Jesus puts God first and others 

first.  Why settle for comfort when you can achieve 

greatness!  Pick up your cross, ask Jesus for guidance 

on using your gifts and live the life God intended for 

you! 
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T o whom do we give, and 
why?  Jesus reminds us that 

the faithful steward who gives even 
a minute amount to someone will 
not go unrewarded.  In and of 
itself, that ought to be enough to 
encourage each of us to be 
generous in our giving. 

P eter and Paul, the two greatest 

leaders of the early Church, are 

commemorated separately, Peter on January 

18, for his confession of Jesus as the 

Messiah, and Paul on 

January 25, for his 

conversion, but they 

are commemorated 

together on June 29 

in observance of the 

tradition of the 

Church that they 

both died as martyrs 

in Rome during the 

persecution under 

Nero, in 64. 

Paul, the well-

educated and 

cosmopolitan Jew of 

the Dispersion, and Peter, the uneducated 

fisherman from Galilee, had differences of 

opinion in the early years of the Church 

concerning the mission to the Gentiles.  More 

than once, Paul speaks of rebuking Peter for 

his continued insistence on Jewish 

exclusiveness; yet their common 

commitment to Christ and the proclamation 

of the Gospel proved stronger than their 

differences; and both eventually carried that 

mission to Rome, where they were martyred.  

According to tradition, Paul was granted the 

right of a Roman citizen to be beheaded by a 

sword, but Peter suffered the fate of his Lord, 

crucifixion, though with head downward. 

A generation after their martyrdom, 

Clement of Rome, writing to the Church in 

Corinth, probably in 96 A.D., says: “Let us 

come to those who have most recently 

proved champions; 

let us take up the 

noble examples of 

our own generation.  

Because of jealousy 

and envy the greatest 

and most upright 

pillars of the Church 

were persecuted and 

competed unto death.  

Let us bring before 

our eyes the good 

apostles - Peter, who 

because of 

unrighteous jealousy 

endured not one or two, but numerous trials, 

and so bore a martyr’s witness and went to 

the glorious place that he deserved.  Because 

of jealousy and strife Paul pointed the way to 

the reward of endurance; seven times he was 

imprisoned, he was exiled, he was stoned, he 

was a preacher in both east and west, and 

won renown for his faith, teaching 

uprightness to the whole world, and reaching 

the farthest limit of the west, and bearing a 

martyr’s witness before the rulers, he passed 

out of the world and was taken up into the 

holy place, having proved a very great 

example of endurance.” 

This Date on the Church Calendar 
 

Thursday, June 29th 
 

St. Peter & St. Paul, Apostles 
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Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing 
and informal gathering of men, meets for lunch at the 

Charcoal Chef.  Please join us next week! 

Come join us each Wednesday 

at 11 am for our mid-week 

Eucharist at Fr. Fred's. Address is: 

35 A Heritage Village. 

Any questions you can call or 

email Father Fred or Betty Lou or 

Peter Bowles.  

    “...That we may be a temple acceptable to you…”  
When we think of temples, we tend to think mostly of 
special, consecrated buildings.  Perhaps we need to focus 
more on the “special and consecrated,” and not be trapped 
in the actual building image.  Why not think outside the 
box, and work on seeing yourself as a very particular 
temple - full of thankful love and praise for your Creator? 

Treasurer Update 

S ummer is here!  Many of us will travel or have 
events that prevent us from attending services 

on the weekends.  If this is true for you, please give 
consideration to your St. Paul’s pledge offering.  We 
need to have pledges average about $13,500 per 
month to support the 2017 budget approved in 
January.  Therefore, please be faithful 
to your pledge donation each week, 
and if you plan on being away, do try 
to “catch up” when you return. 

 
Pledge Income: 
March  $12,962. 
April  $13,844. 
May  $11,459. 
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

Living in Obedience 
 

 Genesis 22:1-14 

O ur Hebrew scripture reading is the story of Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his 
only son Isaac in obedience to the Lord’s command. 

 Psalm 13 
The psalmist laments the absence of the Lord, but continues to trust in God. 
 Romans 6:12-23 
This lesson teaches that by the grace of God Christians are no longer slaves to sin but 

are obedient to the service of righteousness.  Paul is concluding his long discussion of the 
way in which disciples 
have been given a 
right relationship 
with God through 
faith.  They are no 
longer set on a course 
that leads through 
immorality to death.  
To use a very human 
analogy, they are now 

slaves of righteousness and are bound to the service of God, which leads to holiness and 
eternal life. 

 Matthew 10:40-42 
In our gospel lection Jesus tells of reward for disciples who find themselves welcomed 

in his name.  Those who receive Jesus’ followers will find they are receiving the Lord 
himself and God who sent him.. Those who do well and help even the least of the 
disciples will find great reward. 

T he Woodbury Food Bank has scheduled special 

donation collection periods on Thursday & Friday 

mornings from June 22 thru the end of September to accept 

fresh produce donations from home gardeners.  Donations 

should be delivered to the Woodbury Food Bank, located at the 

rear of the LaBonne’s shopping plaza.  The community is 

invited to share in the bounty of this year’s harvest with local 

families who face economic hardship in meeting their basic 

nutritional needs and financial obligations.  For more info 

contact Bob Taylor at community.services.council@gmail.com 

or (203) 263-3869. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#OldTest1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#Psalm1
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Pentecost/Aprop8_RCL.html#GOSPEL
mailto:community.services.council@gmail.com
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net. 

Participating in the Services 

Saturday, July   1st 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  John Dransfield, JoAnn Plunske 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, July   2nd 

9:00 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Rick Hammer 

Lector  Betty Lou Bowles 

Officiant Ed Hord 

Intercessor Rick Hammer 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Norma Leavenworth, 

Nancy Twinem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 8th 

5 pm 

Usher  Dale White 

Lectors  Janet Congdon, Lis Blum 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, July 9th 

9:00 am 

Ushers  Kathy Baird, Joan Wilson 

Lectors  Joan Wilson, Rich Buckley 

Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Kathy Baird 

Counter  

Altar Guild:  Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris 

Karen Nash, Peg Robinson 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Rich Baird, 

Joan Wilson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

July   2nd - Contact Barbara Elmore to Volunteer 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 
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