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Twilight Garden Tour in Washington This Sunday
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urrounding an 18th Century farmhouse once owned by Eric Sloane, Brush
Hill Gardens is one of Litchfield County's loveliest floriculture gems. Now, on
Sunday, June 25th, St. Paul's will host a twilight tour of these stunning gardens,
once described in Country Gardens magazine as the "perfect country garden."
Brush Hill was created over 40 years by homeowners
Barbara and
Charles Robinson.
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stunning eye for
planting a flowering
palette of texture and color
in perfect harmony with each
structural highlight and statuary,
the result is a garden that has
often been described in
magazines as "just gorgeous."
Attendees will be able to walk at their own pace, with maps in hand, benches
provided for brief rests, and plenty of time to admire the magic of Brush Hill. Adding
to the enjoyment of the occasion will be delicious bite-sized appetizers served with
wine or non-alcoholic potables while strolling along. This event is returning "by
popular demand" because it was so greatly enjoyed two years ago, and attendance
is expected to be high. Please carpool
wherever
We still need an adult to assist with
possible.
parking duties on Sunday. Contact
The
Twilight Stroll Mariana Daniels if you can help.
will be from
4:30 to 7:30 pm. Tickets are $25, which
includes refreshments.
Reservations are requested so that
organizers can plan maps and refreshments for
everyone.
To purchase tickets call 203-263-2468 or
203-263-6308. Brush Hill is located in
Washington, 88 Clark Road,06793.

This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, June 24th
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

J

ohn the Baptist, the prophet, and forerunner of Jesus, was
the son of elderly parents, Elizabeth and Zechariah, and
was related to Jesus on his mother’s side. His birth is celebrated
six months before Christmas Day, since, according to Luke,
Elizabeth became pregnant six months before the Angel Gabriel
appeared to Mary.
John figures prominently in all four Gospels, but the account
of his birth is given only in the Gospel according to Luke. His
father, Zechariah, a priest of the Temple at Jerusalem, was struck
speechless because he doubted a vision foretelling John’s birth.
When his speech was restored, Zechariah uttered a canticle of
praise, the Benedictus, which is one of the canticles in the Daily
Office.
John lived ascetically in the desert. He was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt,
and ate locusts and wild honey. He preached repentance, and called upon people to prepare
for the coming of the Kingdom and of the Messiah, baptizing his followers to signify their
repentance and new life. Jesus himself was baptized by John in the Jordan.
John had many followers, some of whom became Jesus’ disciples. Because of his
denunciation of the sins of Herod, especially Herod’s incestuous marriage, John incurred the
enmity of Herodias, Herod’s wife, and was put in prison. Through Herodias’ plotting with
Salome, her daughter, Herod was led to promise a gift to Salome, who demanded John’s
head. John was thereupon executed. John is remembered during Advent as a prophet, and at
Epiphany as the baptizer of Jesus. The Gospel according to John quotes the Baptist as
saying to his followers that Jesus is the Lamb of God, and prophesying, “He must increase,
but I must decrease” (John 3:30).

Stewardship Reflection
“Everyone who acknowledges me before others I will acknowledge
before my heavenly Father.”
MATTHEW 10:32

D

o you share your Christian faith with others? Do you defend your
faith or do you remain silent when the situation arises? Do you
pray in public before meals? Pray for the strength and courage to be a
joyful witness of Jesus when the opportunity presents itself.

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
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Jun 24
Jun 25

5:00 pm

9:00 am
4:30 pm
Jun 26 4:30 pm
Jun 28 11:00 am
12:00 pm
Jul 1 5:00 pm
Jul 2
9:00 am

Holy Eucharist
Third Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
Twilight Garden Party
New Start Ministry, Pearson Room
Holy Eucharist at Fr. Fred’s
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Holy Eucharist
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
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I

n the latter part of Sunday’s gospel
Jesus speaks words that sound pretty
harsh to our modern ears. “Who do you
love more than me?” he asks. “If there’s
anyone you love more than me, you’re not
worthy of me!” As faithful Christians, how
do our lives show that Jesus is at the very
center of all we say and do?
Lay Schedule - Our summer lay
schedule (June 18th - September 10th)
has been sent out to everyone. If you
need a copy contact the parish office.
Wednesday Service - Our
Wednesday service will be held
every week starting June 21 at
11 am at Fr. Fred’s condo at
35A Heritage Village.
Come join us each Wednesday
at 11 am for our mid-week
Eucharist at Fr. Fred's. Address is:
35 A Heritage Village.
Any questions you can call or
email Father Fred or Betty Lou or
Peter Bowles.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing
and informal gathering of men, meets for lunch at the
Charcoal Chef. Please join us next week!

A

nd then there is that so-hard to believe phrase “even
the hairs of your head are all counted.” How can
that be? Does God really have time for such trivial details?
But God truly does value and care for every aspect of his
creation … that’s part of what makes him God! And the
hair counting is meant to be some hyperbole to stress just
how very important you and all of us are to him. The
world cannot offer that kind of blessing. What an
incomprehensible gift he has given each of us who are
willing to accept it!
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he Woodbury Food Bank has scheduled special
donation collection periods on Thursday & Friday
mornings from June 22 thru the end of September to accept
fresh produce donations from home gardeners. Donations
should be delivered to the Woodbury Food Bank, located at the
rear of the LaBonne’s shopping plaza. The community is
invited to share in the bounty of this year’s harvest with local
families who face economic hardship in meeting their basic
nutritional needs and financial obligations. For more info
contact Bob Taylor at community.services.council@gmail.com
or (203) 263-3869.

This Weekend’s Readings
God’s Presence and Care
Genesis 21:8-21
his reading tells of Sarah’s jealousy as she fears that Ishmael may supplant her son
Isaac in her husband Abraham’s affections. Hagar and Ishmael are driven into the
wilderness where, but for God’s intervention, they would likely have died. God will provide
for Ishmael, and Ishmael will also become the father of a great nation.
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17
A prayer to the gracious and loving Lord for mercy and guidance.
Romans 6:1b-11
In this reading we learn that, as Christian disciples have been joined with Christ in his
death through baptism,
so they are to know a
resurrection like his.
Matthew 10:24-39
In our gospel Jesus
warns his disciple's of
troubles to come, but
offers them the
assurance of the
Father's care and his
own readiness to
support them before
God when they speak up for him. Because they are Jesus’ disciples, people will do to them
what they did to him. There will be persecution and divided families, but disciples are not to
be afraid. They are to love Jesus more that father or mother, son or daughter, and to be
willing to lose their own lives for Christ’s sake. Those who live in this way will actually
find their true lives, and God will hold them fast.

T
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, June 24th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Gaby Drews
Lis Blum, Karen Nash
Karen Nash

Sunday, June 25th
9:00 am
Ushers
Dick Leavenworth, Amy Williams
Lectors
Susan Suhr, Chris Jacques
Chalicers Dory Holmes, Lois Zane
Intercessor Duke Breon
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Dory Holmes,
Bonnie Leavenworth, Nancy Twinem

Saturday, July 1st
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
John Dransfield, JoAnn Plunske
Sue Turner

Sunday, July 2nd
9:00 am
Ushers
Connie Baldwin, Rick Hammer
Lectors
Dick Leavenworth, Isobel Moore
Officiant Ed Hord
Intercessor Rick Hammer
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Norma Leavenworth,
Nancy Twinem

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
June 25th
July 2nd

-

Kathy Baird
Contact Barbara Elmore to Volunteer

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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