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hank you for a wonderful send off on Sunday.
While it is sad to leave, I am grateful for all your
words of thanks and encouragement. It was also great fun
to be together for youth Sunday.
I thank you for your gifts and I thank you for taking the
time to come together. I appreciate how much we have
been through together. I admire your perseverance through
much uncertainty. I will miss your
willingness to try new things and to
discover that you can enjoy a new way of
doing things. I will miss your support for
one another. I will miss the great food.
I will miss all of, and I will carry you
with me to Pennsylvania.
Thank you,

Twilight Garden Tour in Washington Rescheduled

S

urrounding an 18th Century farmhouse once owned by Eric Sloane, Brush
Hill Gardens is one of Litchfield County's loveliest floriculture gems. Now,
on Sunday,
June 25th, St. Paul's will host a twilight tour of these stunning
gardens, once described in Country Gardens magazine as the
t
s
"perfect country garden."
la
te
he
a
T
r
Brush Hill
t.
pe
oo even h.
was
c
t
t
no d our e 25
created
d
i
n
e
d
er tpon y, Ju
over
h
t
a
s
a
ts.
we d po Sund
40 years
e
k
e
ic
Th y an te is
by homeowners
et
a
m
da
a
D
n
s
u
n
Barbara
and Charles
r
S Rai
you
Robinson.
e
Us
Mr. Robinson applied his
many and exceptional talents to
the designing and building of all
the garden structures, the
sculpting of the land, and the
creation of all the water features.
Combined with Mrs. Robinson's
stunning eye for planting a
flowering palette of texture and
color in perfect harmony with each structural highlight and statuary, the result is a
garden that has often been described in magazines as
"just gorgeous."
Attendees will be able to walk at their own pace, with
maps in hand, benches provided for brief rests, and
plenty of time to admire the magic of Brush Hill. Adding
to the enjoyment of the occasion will be delicious bitesized appetizers served with wine or non-alcoholic
potables while strolling along. This event is returning
"by popular demand" because it was so greatly enjoyed
two years ago, and attendance is expected to be high.
Please carpool wherever possible.
The Twilight Stroll will be from 4:30 to 7:30 pm.
Tickets are $25, which includes refreshments.
Reservations are requested so that organizers can
plan maps and refreshments for everyone.
To purchase tickets call 203-263-2468 or 203-2636308. Brush Hill is located in Washington, 88 Clark
Road,06793.

Stewardship Reflection
“Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body,
for we all partake of the one bread.”
1 CORINTHIANS 10:17

A

s disciples of Jesus, we are called to lead holy lives and
invite others to join us. Living a stewardship lifestyle,
being grateful and generous with our gifts, serves a twofold
purpose. One, it helps build God’s kingdom here on earth. Two,
it is a road map to Heaven. Let’s help each other get there!
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“Spread the Light”
he Community Services Council of Woodbury is holding its annual "Spread the
Light" fundraising appeal through the end of June, offering donors the
opportunity to make a gift of $10 or more and make one or more dedications in
memory or in honor of special persons in their
lives. Now in its seventh year, this annual event
has been well supported by Woodbury faith
communities. Look for one of their “Spread the
Light!” pamphlets / envelopes to contribute. A
highlight of the campaign is the decoration of our
town greens on the Fourth of July with the
signature star lanterns that have become such a
beautiful symbol of our community of compassion.
For more information, please contact CSCW
President Bob Taylor by email at
community.services.council@gmail.com or by
phone at (203) 263-3869

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Jun 17
Jun 18

Mon
Tue

Jun 19
Jun 20

Wed

Jun 21

Sat
Sun

Jun 24
Jun 25

5:00 pm
9:00 am
4:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
11:00 am
12:00 pm
5:00 pm
9:00 am
4:30 pm

Holy Eucharist & Healing
Second Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
New Start Ministry, Pearson Room
Progressive Dinner Meeting
Vestry Meeting
Holy Eucharist at Fr. Fred’s
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Holy Eucharist
Third Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
Twilight Garden Party
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† A Day for Fathers

M

any of the world's most important holidays are
tethered to Christian themes and events. This
is obviously true of such days as Easter, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas. It is also true of Halloween (Hallowed
Evening) which once was closely linked to All Soul's Day.
Father's Day, too, is linked to Christianity in that it was
founded to celebrate the ideals of fatherhood set forth in
Scripture.
The first widely-promoted Father's Day celebration of
modern America was held in Spokane, Washington on June
19, 1910 (a father's day had been observed in Fairmont,
West Virginia two years earlier with little
publicity).
The Spokane event was the brain-child of Sonora Louise Smart (Mrs. John
Bruce) Dodd who envisioned an event as focused in special religious
services and involving small gifts as well as loving greetings from children
to their fathers. She brought up the matter with her pastor and he
communicated the idea to the local pastor's association. The mayor of the
city and the governor of the state endorsed her concept and issued
proclamations in support. The famed politician William Jennings Bryan
weighed in with words of encouragement.
Mrs. Dodd dearly loved her father. When his wife died in childbirth, he was left
with six children. Somehow he overcame the difficulties of rearing them while operating
his farm. His devotion to his children sparked Louise's gratitude.
Father's Day was slow to catch on. What Louise had done was not even well known in
her own state despite the governor's proclamation. The idea of honoring fathers with a
special day was actually reinvented independently in several other places, each locality
thinking it was starting something new. Curiously, circumstances led other founders to
select the month of June. In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson had endorsed the idea and in
1924 Calvin Coolidge recommended national observance of the day "to impress upon
fathers the full measure of their obligation" and strengthen intimate ties between fathers and
children.
Despite these presidential pronouncements, it was 1966 before President Johnson
established the third Sunday in June as the date of the
celebration. Even so, this was not made official until 1972
under President Nixon.
The ideals of fatherhood are strong in the Bible. Unlike
the gods of other religions, the Christian God is portrayed as
a loving Father. Christ described God as his own intimate
Father and claimed to show in himself what the Father was
like. God gave his beloved son for the salvation of the world.
Consequently, wherever the Christian ideal has prospered,
fatherhood has taken on deeper and more lyrical meaning. The tender appeals of the
apostles John and Paul to their "children" helped foster this attitude.
William Jackson Smart's self-sacrificing love for his children led to a national day of
recognition for all fathers. We have a grateful daughter to thank for that.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests,
visiting clergy and fellow parishioners, by extending a warm
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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B

oth “The harvest is plentiful, but the
laborers are few…” and “as you go,
proclaim the good news” should speak to us.
Our names will probably never we preserved for
posterity as were those of the disciples
commissioned that day, but if we take our
baptismal covenant seriously, we are called to
join the laborers and, by our lives and words,
proclaim that Good News.

Lay Schedule - Our summer lay
schedule (June 18th - September 10th)
has been sent out to everyone. If you
need a copy contact the parish office.
Wednesday Service - Our
Wednesday service will be held
every week starting June 21 at
11 am at Fr. Fred’s condo at
35A Heritage Village.

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of each
month we encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. For an up
to date list of the priority needs of the Woodbury
Food Bank see the handout sheet in food collection
basket in the narthex. The food bank is not able to
accept items past their labeled expiration date.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing
and informal gathering of men, meets for lunch at the
Charcoal Chef. Please join us next week!

W

hat humble beginnings for
Christianity - twelve people who
went out, equipped with their marching orders
from Jesus. And look at the impact those
twelve had on the rest of the world! How
often do you hear: “We don’t have
enough.” (people, money, space - you name
it!) This weekend’s gospel teaches us that
great things can and do come from very little some a faithful Christian needs to keep in
mind.
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he Woodbury Food Bank has scheduled special
donation collection periods on Thursday & Friday
mornings from June 22 thru the end of September to accept
fresh produce donations from home gardeners. Donations
should be delivered to the Woodbury Food Bank, located at the
rear of the LaBonne’s shopping plaza. The community is
invited to share in the bounty of this year’s harvest with local
families who face economic hardship in meeting their basic
nutritional needs and financial obligations. For more info
contact Bob Taylor at community.services.council@gmail.com
or (203) 263-3869.

This Weekend’s Readings
“Proclaim the Good News”
Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7
n our Hebrew scripture story the Lord appears to Abraham and promises that he
and Sarah will have a son. Because both of them are well beyond the years of
childbearing, Sarah laughs when she overhears the exchange between God and
Abraham, but the fulfillment of the Lord’s promise will later bring her great joy.
Abraham will place his trust in God’s power and through this son become the father of
a great people.
Psalm 116:1, 10-17
An offering of thanksgiving and praise by one who has been rescued from death.
Romans 5:1-8
In this reading Paul bids the disciples to rejoice in the reconciliation and hope which
are theirs because of the sacrifice of Christ on behalf of sinners.
Matthew 9:35-10:-23
In our gospel reading Jesus continues his mission of preaching, teaching, and
healing, and he commissions his twelve disciples in this ministry with him. The need
for this work is great. The twelve are constituted as a kind of new Israel, and their
healing acts and proclamation tell that God’s ruling power has drawn near. At first this
ministry will be
concentrated on the
Jewish nation. Later it
will reach all peoples.
The disciples are to
meet every
circumstance with
confidence and trust in
God.

I
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, June 17th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
Janet Congdon, Jeff Leavenworth
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, June 18th
9:00 am
Ushers
Russ DePace, Kathie Nichols
Lectors
Duke Breon, Rick Hammer
Chalicers Dory Holmes, Ed Hord
Intercessor Kathy Baird
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Norma Leavenworth,
Peg Robinson

Saturday, June 24th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Gaby Drews
Lis Blum, Karen Nash
Karen Nash

Sunday, June 25th
9:00 am
Ushers
Dick Leavenworth, Amy Williams
Lectors
Susan Suhr, Chris Jacques
Chalicers Bonnie Leavenworth, Lois Zane
Intercessor Duke Breon
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Dory Holmes,
Bonnie Leavenworth, Nancy Twinem

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
June 18th
June 25th

-

Barbara Elmore
Contact Barbara Elmore to Volunteer

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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