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F

r. Greg’s begins his new
position as Priest-in-Charge
at Mount Calvary in Camp Hill, PA
on July 1st. This will be his last
weekend worshipping with us. We
will have a special brunch for him
following the 10 am service this
Sunday, June 11th. Please come
and thank him for his years of faithful service to us at
St. Paul's.
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We

are saying farewell to Greg wishing him well as he joins
Amy in closing this chapter of their lives and
opening a new one. We also thank him for
sharing his gifts with us while we were
fortunate to have him. I truly believe we as a
congregation - as a community - are stronger
and healthier now than we were before he
joined us as our priest-in-charge.
Now we face new
challenges and I know we
all have questions and
concerns, and are feeling,
perhaps, confused and
frustrated at the same
time. First, I can tell you
that the resources available
to us are more than
adequate to answer these
challenges. They include our faith in God's
love, our strength as a community, a
genuinely gifted and dedicated Vestry and
the best effort I can put into helping in the
transition. So, to answer some questions:
The Diocese has yet to assign either a
transition consultant or an interim priest.
However we do have a schedule of supply

priests that will serve through the summer.
Rev. Shahrokh Dezhbod: Saturday’s June
17, July 15, 22 & 29, and August 5, 12, 19 &
26.
Rev. Andy Zeman: Saturday’s June 24,
and July 1 & 8.
Rev. Paul (Chris) Christopherson:
Sunday’s June 18 & 25, July 9, 16 & 23, and
August 6, 13 & 20.
That leaves Morning Prayer for only July 2
& 30 and August 27.
In addition Father Fred will be performing
Eucharist every other Wednesday starting on
June 21st at 11:00 am at his condo located at
35A Heritage Village.
To the transition. As you are
probably aware there are
four (4) teams that must be
assembled for the transition
process: hospitality, prayer,
discernment and
recruitment. The Hospitality
Committee has graciously accepted the
additional responsibilities associated with the
transition. Be certain that anyone interested
in being a part of that team will be
welcomed.
(Continued on page 2)

(Continued from page 1)

The prayer team is also in place with the
Prayer Circle serving that function. Again,
as with hospitality, all are welcome.
The remaining two (2) teams will be
assembled by the Vestry. Each team will be
comprised of two (2) members of the Vestry
and six (6) members of the congregation.
Our goal is to try to have a cross-section of
our membership represented on each team,
including all services, experiences, ages
(within reason!) and duration of membership.
In addition the task that each team is charged
with is distinct from the other. Therefore
different gifts and talents are called for
depending on the team and its task.
To help us in composing the teams
everyone is encouraged to pray on the
question of
whether they
have the gifts
needed to help in
bringing the
priest to St. Paul's
that best fits into the spirit, character and
strengths of our wonderful community. And
whether they can dedicate the time and effort
that will be required to finish the transition.
If you feel that you do have the gifts, and the
time, then I encourage you to contact any
Vestry member or leave a note in my box.
On the other hand we, as a Vestry will also
be praying in the hopes that we will discern
members of the congregation that we think

will bring much needed gifts to the transition
team, and then inviting them to consider
participation on a team. This does mean that
not all that would like to be a part of one of
the teams will be able to be included.
However, there will be a place for everyone
somewhere in the process to help in this
search.
Just to briefly distinguish the tasks of the
two (2) teams - Discernment will be
responsible for the creation of the story of St.
Paul's. This is not meant to be the history of
St. Paul's or a travelogue describing our
bucolic village, although these are included
in the story. It is more about discerning what
are the unique strengths of St. Paul's and how
with the guidance of our rector we can fulfill
God's promise of service and love by
utilizing these strengths. This will lead us to
see what gifts we will be looking for in our
new rector.
Then it will be the task of the recruitment
team to review applications and supporting
materials, then interview potential candidates
and finally recommend three (3) candidates
to the Vestry. The Vestry will then vote to
determine who best fits into the St. Paul's
family. Sounds simple, doesn't it!
I hope that I have answered some of your
questions. Please do not hesitate to contact
me or any member of the Vestry if there are
any concerns that you are feeling as we move
forward.
With God's love,
Tom Calkins

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
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Sat
Sun

Jun 10
Jun 11

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Sun

Jun 12
Jun 13
Jun 14
Jun 15
Jun 17
Jun 18

5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist
First Sunday after Pentecost: Trinity Sunday
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
11:00 am
Fr. Greg Celebration Brunch
4:30 pm
New Start Ministry, Pearson Room
6:30 pm
Finance Committee
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
7:00 pm
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist & Healing
Second Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 am
Holy Eucharist

Twilight Garden Tour in Washington Rescheduled

S

urrounding an 18th Century farmhouse once owned by Eric Sloane, Brush
Hill Gardens is one of Litchfield County's loveliest floriculture gems. Now,
on Sunday,
June 25th, St. Paul's will host a twilight tour of these stunning
gardens, once described in Country Gardens magazine as the
t
s
"perfect country garden."
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Mr. Robinson applied his
many and exceptional talents to
the designing and building of all
the garden structures, the
sculpting of the land, and the
creation of all the water features.
Combined with Mrs. Robinson's
stunning eye for planting a
flowering palette of texture and
color in perfect harmony with each structural highlight and statuary, the result is a
garden that has often been described in magazines as
"just gorgeous."
Attendees will be able to walk at their own pace, with
maps in hand, benches provided for brief rests, and
plenty of time to admire the magic of Brush Hill. Adding
to the enjoyment of the occasion will be delicious bitesized appetizers served with wine or non-alcoholic
potables while strolling along. This event is returning
"by popular demand" because it was so greatly enjoyed
two years ago, and attendance is expected to be high.
Please carpool wherever possible.
The Twilight Stroll will be from 4:30 to 7:30 pm.
Tickets are $25, which includes refreshments.
Reservations are requested so that organizers can
plan maps and refreshments for everyone.
To purchase tickets call 203-263-2468 or 203-2636308. Brush Hill is located in Washington, 88 Clark
Road,06793.

Stewardship Reflection
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son…”

JOHN 3:16

I

s your love conditional? Is there a price others have to pay to receive your love? Are
you generous with your time, money and possessions? If you give someone
something, do you expect something in return? Do you give your time freely or do you “fit
it in” when it’s convenient for you? Pray for a grateful and generous heart.
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† Trinity Sunday

T

his Sunday, June 11th, is Trinity Sunday, one of seven principal feast days in the
Episcopal Church.
It is one of the few feasts of the Christian Year that celebrates a
reality and doctrine rather than an event or person. On Trinity
Sunday we remember and honor the eternal God: the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is always celebrated the Sunday after
Pentecost, and lasts only one day, which is symbolic of the unity of
the Trinity.
The Trinity is one of the most fascinating - and controversial Christian dogmas. The Trinity is a mystery. By mystery the
Church does not mean a riddle, but rather the Trinity is a reality
above our human comprehension that we may begin to grasp, but
ultimately must know through worship, symbol, and faith. It has
been said that mystery is not a wall to run up against, but an ocean
in which to swim. The common wisdom is that if you talk about the
Trinity for longer than a few minutes you will slip into heresy
because you are probing the depths of God too deeply. The Trinity
is best described in the Nicene Creed. Essentially the Trinity is the
belief that God is one in essence (Greek ousia), but distinct in
person (Greek hypostasis). Don't let the word "person" fool you.
The Greek word for person means "that which stands on its own," or
"individual reality," and does not mean the persons of the Trinity
are three human persons. Therefore we believe that the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit are somehow distinct from one another (not
divided though), yet completely united in will and essence. How
can this be? An illustration to explain the Trinity is the musical
chord. Think of a C-chord. The C, E, and G notes are all distinct
notes, but joined together as one chord the sound is richer and more
dynamic than had the notes been played individually. The chords are all equally important
in producing the rich sound, and the sound is lacking and thin if one of the notes is left out.
The Son is said to be eternally begotten of the Father, while the Holy Spirit is said to
proceed from the Father through the Son. Each member of the Trinity interpenetrates one
another, and each has distinct roles in creation and redemption, which is called the Divine
economy. For instance, God the Father created the world through the Son and the Holy
Spirit hovered over the waters at creation.
The Nicene definition of the Trinity developed over time, based on Scripture and
Tradition. The Scriptures call the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit "God," yet the three
are also clearly distinct.. Over time, and with the aid of the Holy Spirit, the Church
reflected on the implications of God's nature, and even began using the word Trinity by the
middle of the 2nd century to describe the relationship between the Father, Son, and Spirit.
Trinity Sunday has been especially popular in Anglican circles, perhaps because Thomas
Becket (1118–70) was consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury on the Sunday after Whit
Sunday, and his first act was to ordain that the day of his consecration should be held as a
new festival in honor of the Holy Trinity. This observance spread from Canterbury
throughout the whole of Christendom.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests,
visiting clergy and fellow parishioners, by extending a warm
welcome to them and by wearing your name tag. And
remember to wear them to coffee hour as well.
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Last Thursday night at
House Church, the
group celebrated Fr.
Fred’s 50th anniversary
of his ordination. Thank
you Janet Congdon for
the photos.

Fr. Fred’s 50th! - June 13th marks the 50th anniversary of Fr. Fred’s
ordination as a deacon. He was ordained in 1967 by Bishop
Walter Gray here in the Diocese of Connecticut. Everyone is
encouraged to reach out to him by phone (203) 206-5852 or by
card at 35A Heritage Village, Southbury 06488. Contact Kathy
Baird or Betty Lou Bowles for further information.

T
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“Spread the Light”
he Community Services Council of Woodbury is holding its annual "Spread the
Light" fundraising appeal through the end of June, offering donors the
opportunity to make a gift of $10 or more and make one or more dedications in
memory or in honor of special persons in their
lives. Now in its seventh year, this annual event
has been well supported by Woodbury faith
communities. Look for one of their “Spread the
Light!” pamphlets / envelopes to contribute. A
highlight of the campaign is the decoration of our
town greens on the Fourth of July with the
signature star lanterns that have become such a
beautiful symbol of our community of compassion.
For more information, please contact CSCW
President Bob Taylor by email at
community.services.council@gmail.com or by
phone at (203) 263-3869

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, June 12th

St. Barnabas, Apostle

“J

oseph, a Levite born in Cyprus, whom the apostles
called Barnabas (which means son of
encouragement), sold a field he owned, brought the money,
and turned it over to the apostles” (Acts 4:36–37). This first
reference in the New Testament to Barnabas introduces one
whose missionary efforts would cause him to be called, like
the Twelve, an apostle. As a Jew of the Dispersion, he had
much in common with Paul. When Paul came to Jerusalem
after his conversion, the disciples were afraid to receive him.
It was Barnabas who brought Paul to the apostles, and
declared to them how, on the road to Damascus, Paul had seen
the Lord, and had preached boldly in the name of Jesus (Acts
9:27). Later, Barnabas, having settled in Antioch, sent for
Paul to join him in leading the Christian Church in that city.
Barnabas and Paul were sent by the disciples in Antioch to carry famine relief to the
Church in Jerusalem. Upon their return, the Church in Antioch sent them on their first
missionary journey beginning at Cyprus. At Lystra in Asia Minor, the superstitious people
took them to be gods, supposing the eloquent Paul to be Mercury, the messenger of the
gods, and Barnabas to be Jupiter, the chief of the gods, a testimony to the commanding
presence of Barnabas. The association of Barnabas and Paul was broken, after their
journey, by a disagreement about Mark, who had left the mission to return to Jerusalem.
After attending the Council of Jerusalem with Barnabas, Paul made a return visit to the
Churches he and Barnabas had founded in Asia Minor. Barnabas and Mark went to Cyprus,
where Barnabas is traditionally honored as the founder of the Church.
It seems that Barnabas continued his journeys for the Gospel, because Paul mentions
him several times in his letters to the Galatians, the Corinthians, and the Colossians.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing
and informal gathering of men, meets for lunch at the
Charcoal Chef. Please join us next week!

“S

o long as this world continues its course,’ says Jesus to his followers, “I’ll
be with you day in and day out.” We know that the realities of life in
our world are
sometimes very
difficult to bear.
How fortunate the
steward who faces
these with the
knowledge and
assurance that Jesus
accompanies them!
7

S

unday’s Epistle concludes: “And remember, I am with you always, to
the end of the age.” Family and friends may fail us; life may be full of
trials and temptations; other groups
may not live up to our expectations.
But God never fails - He remains
the rock of our hopes and salvation.
He is always present and ready to
undergrid our lives and faith … all
we have to do is ask. What a gift.

Theo and Grandpa Baird on Pentecost Sunday.

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of each
month we encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. For an up
to date list of the priority needs of the Woodbury
Food Bank see the handout sheet in food collection
basket in the narthex. The food bank is not able to
accept items past their labeled expiration date.
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T

he Woodbury Food Bank has scheduled special
donation collection periods on Thursday & Friday
mornings from June 22 thru the end of September to accept
fresh produce donations from home gardeners. Donations
should be delivered to the Woodbury Food Bank, located at the
rear of the LaBonne’s shopping plaza. The community is
invited to share in the bounty of this year’s harvest with local
families who face economic hardship in meeting their basic
nutritional needs and financial obligations. For more info
contact Bob Taylor at community.services.council@gmail.com
or (203) 263-3869.

This Weekend’s Readings
Our Triune God

O

Genesis 1:1-2:4a
ur first lesson is the story of creation. God’s ultimate creative act is human life,
made in his image, to whom rulership and responsibility over all other life are

given.

Psalm 8
The psalmist glorifies the Lord, sovereign of the earth and the magnificent heavens, who
has made human life to have mastery over all other earthly creatures.
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
In this passage Paul closes his painful letter to the Corinthians with final admonitions
and words of peace and love. There have been disagreements between Paul and his new
converts. They have shown tendencies to set themselves up as superior in faith and practice
to others. But Paul ends on a hopeful note, and his last words have become part of our
liturgies - a way of stating the three forms of presence of the divine graciousness.
Matthew 28:16-20
In our gospel reading Jesus makes his last appearance to his disciples and gives them
their mission to baptize and teach through all the world. Those words end Matthew’s
gospel. His mention of doubt on the part of some of the disciples reminds up that faith has
never been an
easy matter.
But the closing
charge is an
authoritative
commission to
bring others to
faith in the
name of the
Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, June 10th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
JoAnn Plunske, Karen Nash
Sue Turner
Sunday, June 11th

8:00 am
Usher
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Summer Schedule - We will
begin our summer Sunday
schedule switching to one service
at 9 am beginning next Sunday,
June 18.

Dick Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Rick Hammer
Dick Leavenworth

10:00 am
Ushers
Church School Youth
Lectors
Church School Youth
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Phoebe Hale
Intercessor Church School Youth
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones,
Wrey Trompeter
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird,
Mieke Weggeman

Summer schedule will be
e-mailed this coming week.

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
June 11th
June 18th

-

Fr. Greg Celebration Brunch
Barbara Elmore

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
11

