E-Connections

May 25, 2017

© 2017 St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 294 Main Street South, Woodbury, CT 06798 • (203) 263-3541 • st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

† Memorial Day

In This Issue:
Pg 2 - Fr. Greg; Fr.
Fred
Pg 3- Garden Party;
Calendar
Pg 4 - Visitation;
Reflection
Pg 5 - Garden Party
Pg 4 - Readings;
Reflection
Pg 7 - Ascension
Day
Pg 8 - Participating

M

May 29th

onday is Memorial Day, a federal holiday commemorating the men and women
of the United States Armed Forces who died in service. Although decorating
soldiers’ graves dates back to ancient times, in the United States, Memorial Day (also
known as Decoration Day) became an official observance following the Civil War. In
1968, Congress moved Memorial Day from May 30 to the last Monday in May.
“Perhaps the most recognized symbol of Memorial Day is the red poppy,” commented
the Rt. Rev. James B. Magness, the Episcopal Church’s Bishop Suffragan for the Armed
Forces and Federal Ministries. Magness explained that red poppies are worn by many “to
symbolize their affinity with those who made the ultimate sacrifice.”
After World War I, the poppy became a symbol for those who died in trench warfare in
the poppy fields of Flanders, Belgium. When American poet Moina Michael read John
McCrae’s famous poem “In Flanders Fields” about
the devotion of British troops, she was moved to
commemorate American troops in her 1918 poem
“We Shall Keep the Faith”:
“We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows on fields where valor led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies.”
— from “We Shall Keep the Faith”
by Moina Michael
Prayer for Memorial Day
By the Rt. Rev. James B. Magness
ord God Almighty, whose only Son sought not to preserve his life, but to make the
ultimate sacrifice so that we might have abundant life, we remember this day the
personal sacrifices made by many of our fellow citizens in the service of their country. On
this day we pause, however briefly, to remember and recall those who gave the last measure
of their lives for their faith, their country and their fellow compatriots in arms. The record
of their courage is in the hands of history and the vestige of their lives is at rest in our
memories. Grant that we and all the citizens of this land may have the grace to honor their
good deeds as in righteousness we strive for peace among all the people of God’s creation.
Remembering their sacrifice, we rededicate ourselves to the tradition of courage that you,
our Lord, have instilled in us. Give us a deep sense of reverence for life that is tempered by
a passionate desire for justice.
Continue in us the valor of
those who have woven this
tradition into the fabric of our
country. This we pray in the
name of the one God who
creates, redeems and sustains.
Amen.
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r. Greg’s begins his new position as
Priest-in-Charge at Mount Calvary in
Camp Hill, PA on July 1st. His last
Sunday worshipping with us will be June
11th. Please come and thank him for his
years of faithful service to us at St. Paul's.
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Judge of the nations, we remember
before you with grateful hearts the men
and women of our country who in the day of
decision ventured much for the liberties we
now enjoy. Grant that we may not rest until all
the people of this land share the benefits of true
freedom and gladly accept its disciplines. This
we ask in the
Name of Jesus
Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Fr. Fred’s 50th! June 13th marks the 50th
anniversary of Fr. Fred’s
ordination as a deacon.
He was ordained in 1967
by Bishop Walter Gray
here in the Diocese of
Connecticut. Everyone is encouraged to
reach out to him by phone (203) 206-5852
or by card at 35A Heritage Village,
Southbury 06488. Contact Kathy Baird or
Betty Lou Bowles for further information.

Jesus is leaving this world. He will no longer be physically
present to his disciples.
It is now up to them - to
you and me - to be the
ears, the eyes, the feet,
the hands of Jesus in
this world of ours. And,
oh, yes, it’s also up to
you and me to be the
heart of Jesus here and
now. Tall order? Not
for the faithful.

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of each
month we encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. For an up
to date list of the priority needs of the Woodbury
Food Bank see the handout sheet in food collection
basket in the narthex. The food bank is not able to
accept items past their labeled expiration date.
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Twilight Garden Tour in Washington

S

urrounding an 18th Century farmhouse once owned by Eric Sloane, Brush
Hill Gardens is one of Litchfield County's loveliest floriculture gems. On
Sunday, June 4, St. Paul's will host a twilight tour of
these stunning gardens, once described in Country
Gardens magazine as the "perfect country garden."
Brush Hill was created over 40 years by homeowners
Barbara and Charles Robinson.
Mr. Robinson applied his many and exceptional
talents to the designing and building of all the garden
structures, the sculpting of the land, and the creation of
all the water features. Combined with Mrs. Robinson's
stunning eye for planting a flowering palette of texture and color in perfect
harmony with each structural highlight and statuary, the result is a garden that has
often been described in magazines as "just gorgeous."
Attendees will be able to walk at their own pace, with maps in hand, benches
provided for brief rests, and plenty of time to admire the magic of Brush Hill.
Adding to the enjoyment of the occasion will be
delicious bite-sized appetizers served with wine
or non-alcoholic potables while strolling along.
This event is returning "by popular demand"
because it was so greatly enjoyed two years ago,
and attendance is expected to be high. Please
carpool wherever possible.
The Twilight Stroll will be from 4:30 to 7:30
pm. Tickets are $25, which includes
refreshments.
Reservations are requested so that organizers
can plan maps and refreshments for everyone.
To purchase tickets call 203-263-2468 or 203263-6308. Brush Hill is located in Washington,
88 Clark Road,06793.

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun
Wed
Thu
Sat
Sun

May 27
May 28

5:00 pm

8:00 am
10:00 am
May 31 7:30 am
12:00 pm
Jun 1 10:30 am
7:00 pm
Jun 3 5:00 pm
Jun 4
8:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
4:30 pm

Holy Eucharist
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist
The Day of Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
Church School
Holy Eucharist
Twilight Garden Party
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
May 31st

The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

T

his Feast commemorates the visit of the Blessed Virgin to her cousin
Elizabeth, recorded in the Gospel according to Luke (1:39–56).
Elizabeth, who was then carrying John the Baptist, greeted Mary with
the words, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of
your womb.” Mary broke into the song of praise and thanksgiving which
we call the Magnificat, “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord.”
In this scene, the unborn John the Baptist, the prophet who was to
prepare the way of the Lord, rejoices in the presence of him whose coming he is later to
herald publicly to all Israel, for the Gospel records that when Mary’s greeting came to her
kinswoman’s ears, the babe in Elizabeth’s womb leaped for joy.

Safe Church Training - When working with children in any capacity within the
church, we are required to attend Safe Church Training every two to three years.
Because many of you are part of the teaching and/or trips we take with kids, it would
be to your benefit to attend a session. A session is coming up at St. George's in
Middlebury on June 3rd from 9 to 11:30 am. You can register online. Maybe we
can all go to lunch afterward and make it a fun day out. Contact Fr. Greg or Wendy
Brazauskas for more info.

From Psalm 68: “...let the righteous be
glad and rejoice before God; let them be
merry and joyful. Sing to God, sing praises
to his name…” Being a faithful Christian
does not mean we need always to be
serious and bowed down with the weight of
our own or the world’s problems. God
loves music, and joy, and all those things
that create full and thankful hearts in the
children so dear to him. Make it part of
your daily discipline to find at least one
thing in which you can truly rejoice!
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Stewardship Reflection
“I am praying for them…”

JOHN 17:9

P

rayer is the foundation of our faith and the foundation of
stewardship. Pray in good times and in bad. Prayer is always
the first best option in any situation, not just the last resort. Pray for
friends and family and for those that don’t treat you very well. Pray
to give praise, to thank and to ask God for help. Pray to see what
God wants you to do with the gifts He has given you.

This Weekend’s Readings
That They May Be One
Acts 1:6-14
n this reading we hear of Jesus’ promise of empowerment for mission by
the Holy Spirit, after which he is envisioned being lifted up into heaven.
Psalm 68:1-10, 33-36
A psalm of praise to the mighty God who has brought the people out of
Egypt and saved Israel from her enemies. God reigns on high.
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11
In this lesson we learn that when Christians find it necessary to suffer for
their faith, they are to know that they are sharing in Christ’s sufferings.
John 17:1-11
In our gospel Jesus asks the Father that his glory may be made fully known
in his Son, and he prays for his disciples, through whom this glory now
shines. These words are part of what is called Jesus’ high priestly prayer
offered before his death. God’s glory has been shown forth in Jesus’ ministry
and will be radiant in his crucifixion and resurrection. Now and afterward
Jesus’
followers will
realize that all
which Jesus
has given to
them has
come from the
Father.

I
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, May 27th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Gaby Drews
Betty Lou Bowles, Lis Blum
Peter Bowles

Saturday, June 3rd
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White
John Dransfield, Jeff Leavenworth
Gaby Drews

Sunday, May 28th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Lynda Jones, Dick Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Isobel Moore

10:00 am
Ushers
Maddie & Ed Daigneault
Lectors
Ed Daigneault, Rich Buckley
Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Amy Williams
Intercessor Amy Williams
Counter
Leslie Albrecht
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Lois Zane
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Dory Holmes,
Bonnie Leavenworth, Wrey Trompeter

Sunday, June 4th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Colin Harley, Lynda Jones
Beverly Deickler
Beverly Deickler
Lynda Jones

10:00 am
Usher
Kathy Baird
Lectors
Betty Lou Bowles, Chris Jacques
Chalicers Peter Bowles, Wrey Trompeter
Intercessor Kathy Baird
Acolytes
Hannah Kimball, Jake Kimball
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones,
Wrey Trompeter
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Joan Wilson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Contact Barbara Elmore to Host a Sunday!

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
Office@stpaulswoodbury.org

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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