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The Happy Couple

L

ast Saturday was a special day for the New Start Ministry and our family. While
they were still in the Middle East, Khaled and Reem were married by an Imam, but
received no paperwork to document the union. Since their arrival, one of their primary
wishes has been to have a formal wedding that will be recognized by the international
community. That happened on May 6th!
As Gene Talbot
has put it, “today a
Muslim couple
was married in a
Jewish synagogue
(B'nai Israel), by a
Christian pastor
(Rev. Tim Olsen),
in a civil
ceremony. What a
wonderful country
we live in!”
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Holy Eucharist
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Church School
Holy Eucharist
New Start Ministry, Pearson Room
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
Vestry Meeting, Seabury Room
Holy Eucharist
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist & Healing
Family Potluck - Intergenerational Event
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

J

Mother’s Day Breakfast

oin us between services this Sunday
for a wonderful Mother’s Day
Breakfast. Wendy Brazauskas is
organizing the breakfast and could
still use some assistance. Contact Wendy if
you (Hint: Dads and youth, please step forward)
are interested in helping out.

Celebrate Moms with soup for the Woodbury Food Bank!

T

he long winter has left our shelves emptying rapidly of our
supplies of soup and other supplies at the Woodbury Food Bank,
so we are asking our faithful friends at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church to help us restock on Mother’s Day weekend May 13 and 14. On
Saturday, May 13, our Woodbury postal carriers will collect nonperishable
food donations left in bags or boxes by town residents at their mailboxes for
pickup during deliveries on all routes that day as part of the 2017 Stamp Out
Hunger Food Drive sponsored by the National Association of Letter
Carriers. Postal employees’ delivery of these goods will be gratefully
received and stocked that afternoon at the food bank by our enthusiastic
team of volunteers. You can also participate in our Mother’s Day weekend
drive by bringing your donation to the Woodbury
Post Office by May 13 or to the Woodbury
Food Bank donation site at the church. We
welcome all nonperishable goods not past
expiration date, but we are focusing on
soups this year because our recent
inventory has found an acute need for
replenishment. We are deeply grateful for
any help you can provide and, rest
assured, your Mom would approve!
With warm thanks, Bob Taylor for the
Community Services Council of
Woodbury. PS: While we know Moms may
prefer Chicken Noodle, that’s the one soup which we have in abundance
right now - all other soups are in urgent need, especially those “meal
combo” chicken, beef and vegetable soups.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing and
informal gathering of men, has been meeting for lunch at
the Charcoal Chef. Please join us next week!
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House Church
At Father Fred’s condo, Thursday 7
-8:30 pm.
For eight weeks we will be studying
“Living Buddha, Living Christ” by
peace activist That Nahat Hanh. We
will hear again from Psalm 45, “Be still
and know that I am God.” When
peace and stillness inhabit the
moment, we live with a calm awareness & clarity in our lives.
This is a meditation from the book
“Breathing in, I calm my body
Breathing out, I smile
Dwelling in the present moment
I know this is a wonderful moment.”
You are welcome to join us each Thursday night until June 15 as we come
together to pray and support each other and study what it means to be still through
the reading of “Living Buddha, Living Christ.” Contact Father Fred at (203) 2065852 or frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou Bowles at 203-228-1339 or
honeylou@charter.net.

Books for Free - As Fr. Fred downsizes, he is giving away
a large selection of his books. They are currently on a
counter in the basement of the Parish Hall. Please take
whatever interests you. They are primarily theology
books, a collection of books and brochures on
cathedrals and even several French language study
courses. Whatever remains after another week
will be donated to a local book sale.
tells Philip that anyone
J esus
who believes in him will be able
“to perform even greater feats”
than he himself has. A faithful
steward lives as if they have not
only heard this message, but have
also accepted it as a basis for their
day-to-day interactions with those
around them.

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of each
month we encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. For an up
to date list of the priority needs of the Woodbury
Food Bank see the handout sheet in food collection
basket in the narthex. The food bank is not able to
accept items past their labeled expiration date.
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Stewardship Reflection
“The stone which the builders rejected has become
the cornerstone”
1 PETER 2:7

E

veryone is given unique gifts. Many
people are able to recognize their talents
and abilities, but there are many people who are unsure
of their gifts. This may make them feel worthless.
If you know someone who is struggling
for a direction in life, give them a little

This Weekend’s Readings
Abiding in Christ
Acts 7:55-60
deacon of the church, Stephen, preaches salvation history before the high priest
and the council, culminating in a vision of Jesus standing at God’s right hand.
Those gathered are so provoked by this testimony that, enraged, they drag him from the city
and stone him to death. Those stoning Stephen lay their cloaks at the feet of a young man
named Saul, who will later become the apostle Paul. Stephen prays to God to forgive those
putting him to death, as did Jesus from the cross.
Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection.
1 Peter 2:2-10
This reading presents a series of images from the Old Testament, describing Christians
as a chosen people called by God to God’s service. It is possible that the passage was once
used during an Easter season baptismal liturgy. Newborn disciples are to purify themselves
and, as living stones, to join themselves to Jesus, the rejected one, who now is the
cornerstone of the spiritual temple. They are the new Israel, called out of darkness into
light.
John 14:1-14
In our gospel passage Jesus speaks with his disciples shortly before his passion and tells
them that he is the way, the truth, and the life. He is the way because he himself is going
the way of the sacrifice of his death, so to prepare a place for his disciples. In this way
followers will discover the
truth that Jesus so
intimately reflects the
character of God that those
who have seen him have
seen the Father. All who
come to the Father through
Jesus will find true life.

A
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Safe Church Training - When working with children in any capacity
within the church, we are required to attend Safe Church Training every two
to three years. Because many of you are part of the teaching and/or trips we
take with kids, it would be to your benefit to attend a session. A session is
coming up at St. George's in Middlebury on June 3rd from 9 to 11:30 am.
You can register online. Maybe we can all go to lunch afterward and make it
a fun day out. Contact Fr. Greg or Wendy Brazauskas for more info.

C

hrist is described as the head
and cornerstone, and we are
urged to come to him as living
stones to be built into a spiritual house.
How solid is your spiritual house? As a
follower, do your habits create a haven
for God to inhabit and work through? Is
Christ the cornerstone reflected to
others through the mirror or your life?
6

7

8

9

Participating in the Services
Saturday, May 13th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
Janet Congdon, Karen Nash
Karen Nash

Saturday, May 20th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, May 14th
8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Kathy Baird, Joan Wilson
Rick Hammer
Rick Hammer
Kathy Baird

10:00 am
Ushers
Julie & Tom Calkins
Lectors
Tom Calkins, Betty Lou Bowles
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Phoebe Hale
Intercessor Peter Bowles
Acolyte
Owen Hale
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird,
Bonnie Leavenworth

Jeff Leavenworth
Thayer Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman
Norma Leavenworth
Sunday, May 21st

8:00 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Rick Hammer, Dick Leavenworth
Isobel Moore
Dory Holmes
Rick Hammer

10:00 am
Ushers
Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota
Lector
Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Lois Zane
Intercessor Susan Suhr
Acolytes
Erica Dionne, Nicole Dionne
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Lois Zane
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Peg Robinson,
Nancy Twinem

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 14

-

Barbara Elmore

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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