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April 13, 2017 

    

 

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Thu Apr 13 Maundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy Thursday 
  6:30 pm Meal, Maundy Thursday Liturgy, 

Foot Washing, Stripping of the Altar 
  8:00 pm Prayer Vigil til noon on Good Friday 
Fri Apr 14 Good FridayGood FridayGood Friday 
  12:00 pm Good Friday Liturgy 
  7:30 pm Ecumenical Good Friday Service 

at Woodbury United Methodist Church 
Sat Apr 15 Holy SaturdayHoly SaturdayHoly Saturday 
  11:00 am Youth Pre-Easter Gathering 
  5:00 pm Great Vigil of Easter 
Sun Apr 16 Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter DaySunday of the Resurrection: Easter DaySunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day 
  7:00 am Sunrise Ecumenical Service at the Hollow 
  8:30 am Holy Eucharist 
   Easter Brunch between Services 
  10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
   Easter Egg Hunt 

THE TRIDUUM & EASTER 
 

M aundy Thursday in Holy Week is part of the Triduum, or three holy days before 

Easter.  It comes from the Latin mandatum novum, “new commandment.” from 

John 13:34.  The ceremony of washing feet was also referred to as “the Maundy.”  Maundy 

Thursday celebrations also commemorate the institution of the Eucharist by Jesus “on the 

night he was betrayed.”  We celebrate the Maundy Thursday Liturgy, starting with an agape 

meal at 6:30 pm, followed by the washing of feet, the stripping of the altar and Holy 

Communion. 

Tomorrow on Good Friday, we recall the Passion and crucifixion of Jesus.  At noon we 

celebrate the Good Friday liturgy. 

Holy Saturday is a commemoration of the day that Jesus lay in his tomb.  But at night at 

5:00 pm we celebrate in anticipation the Great Vigil of Easter and the resurrection of Jesus.  

Thematically the service begins in darkness, sometime between the darkness of Good Friday 

and sunrise on Easter, and consists of four parts: The Service of Light (kindling of new fire, 

lighting the Paschal candle; The Service of Lessons (readings from the Hebrew Scriptures 

interspersed with psalms, canticles and prayers); a Baptism; and the Eucharist. 

And finally on Easter at 8:30 am and 10:30 am we reach the central feast of the Christian 

liturgical year, as Jesus rose from the dead on the third day after his crucifixion.  We pull out 

all the stops and celebrate his resurrection, marking the end of Lent, which started forty days 

ago on Ash Wednesday. 
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The Season of Easter 

E aster is full of stories: braves stories of disciples witnessing to their new faith in the 

risen Jesus; mysterious, wondrous, and challenging stories of an empty tomb and 

Jesus alive, bringing joy and courage to friends who had denied him, who were fearful and 

disheartened.  “Peace be with you.”  “I have seen the Lord.”  The Lord has risen indeed!”  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (John 20:18-19; Luke 24:34; Matthew 

28:19). 

Early on the first day of the week, Jesus comes to Mary, who at first mistakes him for 

the gardener.  “Mary!” he says to her, and she recognizes her risen Lord (John 20:11-18).  

Later that day he is a wayfarer opening the scriptures for Cleopus and another disciple who 

are on their way to the village of Emmaus, where he will be known to them in the breaking 

of the bread (Luke 24:13-35).  Then Thomas cannot believe unless he sees and touches the 

marks of the nails and the wound in Jesus’ side.  A week later Jesus stands among them and 

invites Thomas to reach out and touch.  “My Lord and my God!” Thomas responds (John 

20:24-29).  Several weeks afterward, disciples are fishing on Lake Galilee (or Tiberias) 

when, just after daybreak, there is Jesus standing on the beach, though at first they do not 

recognize him (John 21:1-14). 

There are yet more stories of Jesus’ appearing to his disciples.  Paul tells of an 

appearance to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at once (1 Corinthians 15:6).  

Sometimes they are frightened and doubting, thinking they may have seen a ghost, before 

their fears are overcome and they are filled with new hope and joy (Luke 24:36-43). 

These are, indeed, wondrous and challenging stories in which Jesus is at first often not 

recognized.  But there must have been something in the timbre of his voice.  They see his 

scars.  They know him in the breaking of the bread - in the sharing of the bread and wine.  

The Spirit of Jesus is alive among them!  God’s love overcomes even the mighty power of 

death.  The disciples can tell his stories again and then eat of the bread and wine with him.  

They can again tell of the inbreaking kingdom of God and proclaim the Lord Jesus who now 

is King of the realm of God’s ways.  He not only spoke the words of God to them, he 

himself is God’s 

Word of new life to 

all people.  They 

have joy to share, a 

witness to offer, a 

service to render.  

Fear and guilt in 

their lives have 

been replaced by 

peace and a new 

faith, and we are 

now called to retell 

their stories and 

help bring peace, 

renewed faith, joy, 

courage, and love 

to the world. 
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Maundy Thursday Lite Fare Supper: April 13 

 

Please plan to bring a soup, salad, or 
bread to share for dinner at 6:30 on 
Maundy Thursday April 13. 

The Welcoming Committee will provide 
drinks and set up for the potluck frugal 
dinner.  This is an integral part of the 
Maundy Thursday service where we will 
both read the gospel and have a Washing of 
the feet.  The service will continue and 
conclude in the church. 

Save the Date: Sunday, April 23rd 

Following the 10 am service we 
will be having a Parish 
Conversation with 
representatives of the Diocese 
about our transition process. 

 
Prayer Vigil - Our prayer vigil runs from 

Maundy Thursday at 8 pm to Friday at noon.  
Sign up sheet can be found on the front pew 
in the sanctuary. 

F ood Collection Sunday  The third Sunday of each 
month we encourage everyone to bring in food 

donations for the Woodbury Food Bank.  For an up 
to date list of the priority needs of the Woodbury 
Food Bank see the handout sheet in food collection 
basket in the narthex.  The food bank is not able to 
accept items past their labeled expiration date. 

Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests and fellow 
parishioners, by extending a warm welcome to them and by wearing 
your name tag.  And remember to wear them to coffee hour as well. 
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This Weekend’s Readings 
 

He Is Risen! 
 

 Acts 10:34-43  

I n this lesson Peter realizes that the good news of the gospel is meant for all people, 

and he proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus. 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

Festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation and deliverance from 

death. 

 Colossians 3:1-4  

Those who have shared in the experience of Christ’s resurrection are to set their minds 

on the things that are above.  This true meaning and destiny of their lives is hidden with 

Christ in God. 

 John 20:1-18  

Our gospel tells of the discovery of the empty tomb and Jesus’ appearance to Mary 

Magdalene.  While it is still dark, Mary comes and finds that the stone used to cover the 

tomb has been moved away.  She runs and brings Peter and another disciple whom Jesus 

loved.  Although no human eye catches sight of Jesus’ rising from death, these first 

witnesses see the discarded grave wrappings and the other disciple perceives and believes.  

Mary remains 

weeping at 

the graveside 

and talks with 

a man she 

assumes to be 

the gardener.  

He speaks her 

name, and she 

knows her 

Lord. 

Stewardship Reflection 
 

“Set your minds on things that are above, not on 

things that are on earth.”     COLOSSIANS  

3:2 
 

D o you put God first in all things?  

Possessions, money, power, ego can easily 

become gods to many of us.  Do a quick check of 

what is important to you.  Is God at the very top of 

the list?  If not, your priorities need to be re-adjusted.  

Don’t let earthly things become a god before God. 

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearA_RCL/Easter/AEasterPrin_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net. 

Saturday, April 15th 

5 pm 

Usher  Richard Turner 

Lectors  Karen Nash, JoAnn Plunske 

Chalicer Sue Turner 
 

Sunday, April 16th 

8:30 am 

Ushers  Dick Leavenworth, Kathie Nichols 

Lector  Dick Leavenworth 

Chalicer Rick Hammer, Bonnie Leavenworth 

Intercessor Dick Leavenworth 
 

10:30 am 

Ushers  Julie & Tom Calkins 

Lectors  Tom Calkins, Susan Suhr 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Acolyte  Owen Hale 

Counter Dawn Ericson 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Kathie Nichols, Lauro Sahno 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Betty Lou Bowles 

 

 

Saturday, April 22nd 

5 pm 

Ushers  Marianne Daly, Thayer Daly Lehman 

Lectors  Matthew Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman 

Chalicer Karen Nash 
 

Sunday, April 23rd 

8:30 am 

Ushers  Maureen & Jack Well 

Lector  JoanWilson 

Chalicer Dory Holmes 

Intercessor Rick Hammer 
 

10:30 am 

Ushers  Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota 

Lectors  Duke Breon, Isobel Moore 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Lois Zane 

Intercessor Amy Williams 

Acolytes Erica & Nicole Dionne 

Counter Leslie Albrecht 

Altar Guild:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Kathie Nichols, Lauro Sahno 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Nancy Twinem, 

Joan Wilson 

 

Participating in the Services 

  

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
 

April 16 - Easter Brunch 
April 23 - Pam & John Pastore 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 
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