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Holy Eucharist & Healing
Third Sunday in Lent
Holy Eucharist
Lenten Book Discussion, Pearson Room
Church School
Holy Eucharist
New Start Ministry, Pearson Room
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
Vestry Meeting
Holy Eucharist
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s
Stations of the Cross, Sanctuary
Starting Point, Pearson Room
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist
Fourth Sunday in Lent
Holy Eucharist
Lenten Book Discussion, Pearson Room
Holy Eucharist

Woman’s Breakfast - Save the Date

S

t. Paul’s Church will host its annual Women’s Breakfast on Saturday, March
25 at 8:30 am, 294 Main Street South, Woodbury.
Ethel-Anne Roome, Certified Grief Recovery Method
Specialist®, will present a talk entitled “What TO Say and
What NOT to Say to Grievers.” Ethel-Anne received
her certification from the Grief Recovery Institute in
2000, and has helped many people move through the
pain of grief to recovery and relief. In addition to
working with individuals,
she gives public service
presentations on grieving.
Grief and loss may be experienced not only from a death,
but also from other losses including divorce, pet loss,
estrangement, jobs, homes, custody, injury, or illness.
Attendees will learn how to approach grievers with kindness
and compassion.
This event is free and open to the public; donations of
nonperishable food items are requested, and will benefit the
Woodbury Community Services Council.
Reservations are requested by March 23. Interested parties may call (203) 2633541 or e-mail st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.
Greg’s Sermons - Greg’s sermons are available each week on our website
StPaulsWoodbury.org by using the Sermon pull-down tab or by using the following link:
www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons.

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, March 20th

St. Joseph

I

n the face of circumstances that distressed even a man of such tenderness and
obedience to God as Joseph, he accepted the vocation of protecting Mary and being a
father to Jesus. He is honored in Christian tradition for the nurturing care and protection he
provided for the infant Jesus and his mother in taking them to Egypt to escape Herod’s
slaughter of the innocents, and in rearing him as a faithful Jew at Nazareth. The Gospel
according to Matthew pictures Joseph as a man
of deep devotion, open to mystical experiences,
and as a man of compassion, who accepted his
God-given responsibility with gentleness and
humility.
Joseph was a pious Jew, a descendant of
David, and a carpenter by trade. As Joseph the
Carpenter, he is considered the patron saint of
the working man, one who not only worked with
his hands, but taught his trade to Jesus. The little
that is told of him is a testimony to the trust in
God which values simple everyday duties, and
gives an example of a loving husband and father.
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Parishioner Grace Marie Greene, 90, died last Sunday March 12. She
is the beloved wife of Richard Greene. Friends may call the Woodbury
Funeral Home of Munson-Lovetere on Friday March 17, 2017 from 5 - 7
pm. A funeral service will be held in the Christ Church, Main Street
Bethlehem on Saturday March 18, 2017 at 1 pm. Burial will be in the
New North cemetery. Click HERE for her obituary.

W

ater is essential for
human physical
survival, but Jesus says the water
He gives provides an even longerlasting gift … eternal life. This
promise gives new meaning to the
water of baptism and the phrase
“marked as Christ’s own forever.”
How does our “mark” influence
the way we live from day to day?
Do our habits strengthen our life
in Christ?

Register today for the Spring Training & Gathering: April 1
Spring Training & Gathering is an
annual training day, held in the
spring, with dozens of workshops.
The 2017 Gathering will take place
Saturday, April 1 at Lincoln Middle
School, Meriden from 9:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.
Workshop categories include:
Christian Formation,
Communication, Connecting &
Collaborating, Essential Parish
Operations, Leadership, Passion
& Call, Pastoral Care, Social
Justice & Advocacy,
Stewardship, and Worship.
Please have a look at the 2017 Workshop Booklet containing information about all
of the workshops, and materials for vestries/leadership teams. Lay leaders
including whole vestries regularly attend.
The day is organized by Robin Hammeal-Urban, Canon for Mission Integrity &
Training, with administrator Deb Kenney. For questions contact Deb Kenney.
Learn more and register for Spring Training & Gathering here. Register by March
5 for a $15.00 registration fee, prices go up after March 5.
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† Transforming Saints of God
Friday, March 17th

Patrick
Bishop and Missionary of Ireland, 461

P

atrick was born into a Christian family somewhere on the northwest coast of Britain
in about 390. His grandfather had been a Christian priest and his father, Calpornius,
a deacon. Calpornius was an important official in the late Roman
imperial government of Britain.
It was not unusual in this post-Constantinian period for such state
officials to be in holy orders. When Patrick was about sixteen, he was
captured by a band of Irish slave-raiders. He was carried off to Ireland
and forced to serve as a shepherd. When he was about twenty-one, he
escaped and returned to Britain, where he was educated as a Christian.
He tells us that he took holy orders as both presbyter and bishop,
although no particular see is known as his at this time. A vision then
called him to return to Ireland. This he did about the year 431.
Tradition holds that Patrick landed not far from the place of his
earlier captivity, near what is now known as
Downpatrick (a “down” or “dun” is a fortified
hill, the stronghold of a local Irish king). He
then began a remarkable process of missionary conversion throughout
the country that continued until his death, probably in 461. He made his
appeal to the local kings and through them to their tribes.
Christianizing the old pagan religion as he went, Patrick erected
Christian churches over sites already regarded as sacred, had
crosses carved on old druidic pillars, and put sacred wells and
springs under the protection of Christian saints.
Many legends of Patrick’s Irish missionary travels possess
substrata of truth, especially those telling of his conversion of the three
major Irish High Kings. At Armagh, he is said to have established his principal church. To
this day, Armagh is regarded as the primatial see of all Ireland.
Two works are attributed to Patrick: an autobiographical Confession, in which he tells
us, among other things, that he was criticized by his contemporaries for lack of learning, and
a Letter to Coroticus, a British chieftain. The Lorica or St. Patrick’s Breastplate (“I bind
unto myself today”) is probably not his, but it expresses his faith and zeal.

E

ach Thursday
evening during
Lent we gather at
6:30 pm in the church
for Stations of the Cross.
Consider making this
spiritual pilgrimage of
prayer, through meditating
upon the chief scenes of Christ's
sufferings and death, part of your
Lenten discipline. Stay afterwards for our
Lenten series: Starting Point.
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Starting Point - Lenten Series
Starting Point - Join us on Thursday nights at 7 pm for a class in Lent
called "Starting Point." This is for members and others who want to grow
community. Click on the Starting Point picture on our website for more
info. StPaulsWoodbury.org
You have embraced your faith for a long time, or you thought that God
left you because a place or some people let you down, or maybe present
circumstances are making you
think that there must be something
more than the day-to-day.
Regardless of your circumstances,
Starting Point is a chance to press
the Reset button on your faith
story. Perhaps you can consider
that the place you started from a
long time ago is just not the same
place you find yourself in now,
and the God of your childhood
doesn’t seem to be the God you
need now. Come to a safe place
for a simple discussion. This is
not Bible Study. The goal is to
feel better when you leave than
when you arrived.

Stewardship Reflection

P

salm 121 says in part: “The Lord shall preserve your going out and
your coming in, from this time forth for evermore.” Who or what in
this world can save or protect us for all time? The promise is not that we
will not have times of trial, maybe many of them, but rather that God will
be with us as we go through them, always ready with love and support of
the kind no human or object can provide. Praise God for such a gift!
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Carolyn Koch Memorial Scholarship

A

re you a member of St. Paul’s Church or a child or a
grandchild of a member of the church? Then you may be
eligible for this scholarship! To be eligible you must be attending or
will attend an accredited two or four year undergraduate program. Major area of
study is or will be education, nursing, religious studies, social work, or a related
field in the service of humankind. Contact the church office for an application.

Opportunities for Growth and Reflection this Lent

L

ent is a season of preparation, as we look forward to Jesus’
passion and death for us and then to Easter. To assist in your
observance of a Holy Lent, please consider:

Thursday nights, beginning in Lent (March 2) -

7 pm - Starting Point

For anyone who is curious about faith or the church, or anyone who
wants to deepen their commitment to God. This is a place to begin a
journey with others who are exploring a new way to live.

Sunday mornings, 9 am.
Group discussion in the Pearson room about the book, Dust
Bunnies in the Basket: Finding God in Lent and Easter, by Tim
Schenk (copies available in the office).
We will gather with coffee and share our reflections of a chapter
each week.

On the lighter side –
Lent Madness 2017
Participate in an online
competition to
determine who will win the Golden Halo! Sign up online through lentmadness.org to get
daily match-ups of saints and vote for who you think is most deserving. A tongue-in-cheek
way of learning about the saints of the church and discover how God has worked through
many people to proclaim the good news.
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“G

od is not tied to place, and those who truly worship God must
worship him as he truly is, without regard to place.” How
many of us feel that we can only truly worship God in that space we
call “our Church”? We know this to be questionable and yet it seems
so difficult for many to actually put this into practice. A faithful
Christian is one who realizes that God is not tied to a single building
on Sunday morning, no matter how beautiful or nostalgic it may be.
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Stewardship Reflection
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again.”
JOHN 14:3

J

esus reminds us that material things, even something as basic as
water, can never satisfy us for long. When
we build our lives around material possessions we
always want more. True Joy and Peace only comes
when we follow Jesus; when we become more “God
-centered” and less “self-centered.”

This Weekend’s Readings
In Spirit and In Truth
Exodus 17:1-7
n our Hebrew Bible story the people are at the point of rebellion because they are
without water in the wilderness. Moses decries their readiness to challenge the Lord
through their lack of trust, and he asks God what is to be done. The Lord instructs Moses to
strike a rock with his staff so that it will pour water from it.
Psalm 95
A call to worship the Lord our God, with a warning not to put God to the test.
Romans 5:1-11
In this lection we hear how Paul bids disciples to rejoice in the reconciliation and hope
which are theirs because of the sacrifice of Christ on behalf of sinners. Through faith we
have justification; we are given a right relationship with God. Now even our sufferings can
lead to endurance, and this to a perseverance which strengthens our hope.
John 4:5-42
Our gospel tells the story of Jesus’ meeting with the Samaritan woman by Jacob’s well.
The narrative is rich with themes. Jesus is willing to break with custom in order to talk with
one who is both a woman and a foreigner. True worship of God is tied to no particular
place. He himself offers living water which wells up to eternal life. The woman learns that
Jesus is the expected
Messiah, and later others
from the town come to
believe that he is the
world’s Savior. During an
interval in the story, Jesus
speaks with his disciples
concerning his true food
and drink, and tells them
that the time of harvesting
for eternal life is at hand.

I
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, March 18th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
Lis Blum, JoAnn Plunske
Gaby Drews

Saturday, March 25th
5 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, March 19th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Isobel Moore
Dory Holmes
Dick Leavenworth

10 am
Ushers
Ed Daigneault, Maddie Daigneault
Lectors
Rich Buckley, Ed Daigneault
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Ed Hord
Intercessor Duke Breon
Counter
Leslie Albracht
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird, Lori Cook,
Peg Robinson

Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman
Matthew & Thayer Daly Lehman
Sue Turner
Sunday, March 26th

8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Colin Harley
Bonnie Leavenworth
Rick Hammer
Isobel Moore

10 am
Usher
Russ DePace
Lectors
Christ Jacques, Betty Lou Bowles
Chalicers Peter Bowles, Amy Williams
Intercessor Susan Suhr
Acolyte
Molly Robinson
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Nancy Twinem

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Mar 19
Mar 26

-

Gaby Drews
Dale & Jay Ambrose

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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