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(Do You Know Arabic?)

D

o you, or a friend / colleague / acquaintance of yours,
know Arabic? If yes, we have a wonderful opportunity
for you / they to meet our wonderful refugee family and assist
with their transition into their new life in Connecticut.
We have an outstanding team of interpreters, but they
are starting to feel overloaded with all that needs to be done
during these early months. Interpreters will continue to be
Interpreter
needed as Khaled and Reem pursue their ESL studies. There
Needed
are opportunities both day and evening, weekday and
weekend, to assist our team members during shopping trips,
medical appointments, financial education, training for employment,
and more.
You will not be asked to sign-up for a fixed schedule. We are seeking volunteers
who will be on call, on an as-available basis.
Please feel free to share this request for interpreters with your friends, colleagues, and
anyone else who might be able to assist us. Those who are interested should contact me,
preferably by email [susan.e.suhr@gmail.com], or by cell [203-231-2992].
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Holy Eucharist
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Eucharist
Church School
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New Start Ministry, Pearson Room
Finance Meeting
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
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† So, Who Was St. Valentine?

T

his is a day we love to remember, but we
don’t know why. We'll never really know
exactly who he was or what he did, but the stories
surrounding this popular saint have contributed to
the Valentine's holiday traditions. The Roman
Catholic Church recognizes at least three different
saints named Valentine or Valentinus. Although
there are two main stories about St. Valentine, it is
possible they evolved from the life of one man.
Some believe that he was a Catholic priest and
physician in Rome who was beaten to death under
the Christian persecution of Emperor Claudius II,
who ruled from 268 to 270 A.D. Some accounts say
that before he was martyred, he was thrown in jail
where he befriended the jailer's blind daughter and
restored her sight. The day of his execution, he left
a note for this girl to thank her for her friendship
and signed it "From your Valentine." Some
accounts say that he rubbed ointment in her eyes on
several occasions or prayed for her incessantly to
heal her. The other legend is that he left a blossom
in his farewell note, and that blossom healed her. This note may have been the first
valentine.
The second, and perhaps more well-known, story is that St. Valentine was a priest who
married couples during the reign of Claudius II, who outlawed marriage in order to keep his
soldiers focused on war rather than wives. This priest was eventually caught and martyred.
Some say that while he was in jail, lovers slipped notes and flowers into his cell to thank
him for believing in marriage and love.
Both St. Valentines are believed to have been martyred on February 14. It's interesting
to note that, in ancient Rome, February 14 was the day honoring Juno, the queen of the
Roman gods and goddesses, who was also the goddess of women and marriage. February
15 was the start of the Feast of Lupercalia, during which Roman boys drew the names of
Roman girls from a jar in order to choose a partner for the festival. In the early Christian
church, the Roman priests tried to Christianize the pagan holiday by placing the names of
saints in the jar so that those choosing would draw a patron saint for the year instead of a
maiden's name. Pope Gelasius declared February 14 the day to honor St. Valentine in 496
A.D.
During the Middle Ages, popular thought was that birds
paired midway through February, thus February 14 lent itself
to being a day for lovers. In England and France, St.
Valentine was one of the most popular saints. Many
traditions developed, such as children dressing up as adults
and going from home to home singing verses like:
Good morning to you, valentine;
Curl your locks as I do mine --Two before and three behind.
Good morning to you, valentine.
Flowers, poems and small gifts have been a Valentine's
Day tradition for centuries. The oldest known Valentine was
given by the Duke of Orleans to his wife after he had been
taken prisoner by the English in 1415.
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Diaper Drive

he churches in the New Start Ministry are
organizing a diaper drive for our two-year old
little girl. Each church in the consortium has
been assigned a month and February is our month. During
the month
we are
collecting
donations of
size 5 diapers
which can be
placed under
the coat rack
in the Pearson Room. This will
help the family financially.

Register today for the Spring Training & Gathering: April 1
Spring Training & Gathering is an
annual training day, held in the
spring, with dozens of workshops.
The 2017 Gathering will take place
Saturday, April 1 at Lincoln Middle
School, Meriden from 9:30 a.m. to
4:00 p.m.
Workshop categories include:
Christian Formation,
Communication, Connecting &
Collaborating, Essential Parish
Operations, Leadership, Passion
& Call, Pastoral Care, Social
Justice & Advocacy,
Stewardship, and Worship.
Please have a look at the 2017 Workshop Booklet containing information about all
of the workshops, and materials for vestries/leadership teams. Lay leaders
including whole vestries regularly attend.
The day is organized by Robin Hammeal-Urban, Canon for Mission Integrity &
Training, with administrator Deb Kenney. For questions contact Deb Kenney.
Learn more and register for Spring Training & Gathering here. Register by March
5 for a $15.00 registration fee, prices go up after March 5.
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Starting Point - Lenten Series
Starting Point - Join us on Thursday nights at 7 pm starting on March
2nd for a new class in Lent called "Starting Point." This is for new members
and others who want to grow community. Click on the Starting Point picture
on our website for more info. StPaulsWoodbury.org
You have embraced your faith for a long time, or you thought that God
left you because a place or some people let you down, or maybe present
circumstances are making you think that there must be something more than
the day-to-day. Regardless of your circumstances, Starting Point is a chance
to press the Reset button on your faith story. Perhaps you can consider that
the place you started from a long time ago is just not the same place you find
yourself in now, and the God of your childhood doesn’t seem to be the God
you need now. Come to a safe place for a simple discussion. This is not
Bible Study. The goal is to feel better when you leave than when you
arrived.

Woman’s Breakfast - Save the Date

O

n Saturday morning March 25th at
8:30 our women have
scheduled another one of their popular
breakfasts. Watch E-Connections or
contact Betty Lou Bowles, Erin Jacques or
Mieke Weggeman for more
information.

Lay Schedule - We are beginning work on our Spring & Easter
lay schedule. Please contact the parish office or your lay ministry
coordinator as soon as possible about your schedule availability for
this period (March 1 thru June 11).
4

Hanging Ron Out to Dry

W

e need to replace the clothes dryer in our
Sexton's apartment. Do you a have a
good used dryer that you are replacing or not using,
or know of someone that does? Call our junior
warden, Rich, for more info at (203) 405-2681 or
contact the parish office.
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Stewardship Reflection
“For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”
MATTHEW 5:20

T

he scribes and Pharisees lived according to the letter of the law and
they used this to elevate themselves above the other people. Jesus is
clear - it’s the love that you have in your heart that will get you to heaven.
Simply following church rules out of obligation, not love, does not put you
on the path to heaven. Attending church on Sunday and then gossiping
about a fellow parishioner on the parking lot is an example of a modern day Pharisee.

This Weekend’s Readings
Internal Obediance
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
n the Hebrew scripture lesson Moses presents the people with their choice: love and
obey the Lord and find life, or turn away to other gods and know death. Israel is
about to cross over into the promised land, and this is Moses’ final charge to them. This is
still their choice; blessing or curse - life and good, or death and evil.
Psalm 119:1-8
The psalmist takes great delight in the Lord’s statutes and seeks to keep all God’s
commandments.
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
In this lesson Paul admonishes the Corinthians for their bickering and divisions.
Missionaries like Paul and Apollos are not to be regarded as leaders of separate sects. They
are coworkers in the Lord’s field, while it is God who supplies the growth. To think
otherwise is immature and is based on worldly rather that spiritual understandings.
Matthew 5:21-37
In our gospel we hear of Jesus’ concern with the heart of human behavior. Discipleship
means far more than observance of the outward forms of the law. Genuinely to fulfill the
commandments not to kill, not to commit adultery, and not to swear falsely requires a
transformation
of one’s life.
One must be
willing to cast
away any part of
the self which
opposes this
change of mind
heart.

I

6

Episcopal Volunteers in Mission offers opportunities
for adults to serve throughout Anglican Communion
[January 31, 2017] As the Episcopal Church relaunches Episcopal Volunteers in
Mission, interested adult candidates are invited to consider opportunities for
sharing and learning in locales throughout the Anglican
Communion.
“We are relaunching this long-standing missionary program to
make people aware of the opportunities for Episcopalians of all
ages to live, work, and pray alongside fellow Anglicans/
Episcopalians around the world,” explained the Rev. David Copley,
Episcopal Church Director of Global Partnerships and Mission
Personnel. “This is an opportunity to live out your faith and to
listen and learn from others as they do the same.”
Through Episcopal Volunteers in Mission, lay or ordained adult
Episcopalians (ages 30+) devote six to 12 months volunteering in
an area of the Anglican Communion. While the ministry of
presence is of prime importance, volunteers have previously
contributed as teachers, accountants, doctors, administrators,
theologians, agriculturalists, chaplains, and many other areas of ministry.
Episcopal Volunteers in Mission is not unlike the Young Adult Service Corps. “The
Young Adult Service Corps, or YASC as we call it, is very successful and
participation and interest in the program continues to grow,” Copley continued.
“We are often asked if there are similar opportunities for Episcopalians over the
age of 30 to serve in a like way. We hope that relaunching the Episcopal
Volunteers in Mission program will enable those who feel called to serve
internationally to live out that call.”
“Missionary service can be a great way to strengthen Companion Relationships
between dioceses and congregations,” said Elizabeth Boe, Staff Officer for Global
Mission Engagement. “We are delighted to offer this opportunity to engage in
global mission service to help support local mission initiatives of dioceses across
the Episcopal Church.”
Information, requirements and applications are located here.

D

euteronomy 30 says in part: “Choose
life so that you and your descendants
may live, loving the Lord your God, obeying
him and holding fast to him; for that means
life to you…” These words from the Hebrew
scriptures which also speak clearly to those
who seek to live a faithful life as Christian
stewards.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, February 11th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
JoAnn Plunske, Karen Nash
Sue Turner

Saturday, February 18th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, February 12th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Dick Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Isobel Moore

10 am
Ushers
Maddie & Ed Daigneault
Lectors
Kristin Daigneault, Amy Williams
Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Amy Williams
Intercessor Ed Hord
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Lori Cook

Gaby Drews
Janet Congdon, Karen Nash
Karen Nash
Sunday, February 19th

8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Kathie Nichols, Joan Wilson
Joan Wilson
Beverly Deickler
Dick Leavenworth

10 am
Ushers
Russ DePace, Heidi Szobota
Lector
Ed Hord
Chalicer
Ed Hord
Intercessors Duke Breon
Counter
Leslie Albrecht
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird,
Peg Robinson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Contact Barbara Elmore to volunteer

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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