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Blue
Christmas
A Service of
Remembrance and Hope
Saturday, December 17th
at 5 pm

Reflections
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For those who find rejoicing hard

Pg 8 - Participating

This annual event,
includes music, readings
and healing prayer. The
Christmas season with its
joy and festivities is often a
difficult time for those who
are experiencing sadness
and loss.
Join us as we pray for
comfort, hope and peace!
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Pageant Rehearsal
Blue Christmas
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
New Start Ministry Meeting
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
Vestry Meeting
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Eve of the Nativity
Christmas Eve Family Service & Pageant
Christmas Carols
Traditional Christmas Eve Midnight Service
The Nativity of Our Lord
Holy Eucharist

New Start Ministry Countdown to Liftoff

We have
committed to co
-sponsoring a
young Syrian
Muslim family
of three,
including an
almost two year
old daughter.
The family is
expected to
arrive January
3, 2017.



For more information on the New Start Ministry, please email Susan Suhr
at susan.e.suhr@gmail.com, and consider joining our Facebook group:
NewStartCT



A critical responsibility of New Start
Ministry over the next few months is
finding employment for the father and
mother. If anyone knows of entry level,
full time jobs for people with limited
English skills, please let us know. Also, if
you are a member of the Waterbury
Regional Chamber of Commerce and are
willing to help us share the good news of employment opportunities for
our family, we will appreciate talking with you.


New Start Ministry Seeks English Language
Trainers - As we prepare to receive notice of
being assigned a family, we need to assemble
a team of volunteers, both male and female,
to assist with intensive in-home English
language training of both adult and child
refugees. If you would like to help, please
contact Susan Suhr.

Here’s How Eating Can Be Beneficial to St. Paul’s Ministry ...

T

he Charcoal Chef and St.
Paul’s Church are teaming
up for a fund raising event to
benefit our Community
Connections ministry. It will take
place on Monday, January 9, 2017.
“Come, bring a friend to the
Charcoal Chef for breakfast, lunch and
dinner.”
10% of the day’s proceeds benefit
outreach in Woodbury and
surrounding communities.
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Christmas Services

C

elebrate Christmas with us next week. On Christmas Eve we have
celebrations at 4 pm and 11 pm.
Our annual Christmas Pageant will take
place during the 4 pm service. Don’t
miss this dramatic telling of Christmas
story by our youth. Come early at 10:30
pm on the 24th for our carol sing before
our traditional midnight Christmas
Eve service. Then on Sunday,
Christmas morning we’ll celebrate
with a 10 am Holy Eucharist.

† This Date on the Church Calendar
Wednesday, December 21st

St. Thomas, Apostle

T

he Apostle Thomas (Hebrew or Aramaic for "twin") was also called
"Didymus" (Greek for "twin"). He was absent when the Risen Lord appeared to the
other apostles on the evening of Easter Day, and refused to believe that Christ had indeed
risen until he had seen him for himself, but when he had seen Him, he said to Him, "My
Lord and My God." (John 20:19-29)
Because of this episode, he has been known ever since as "Doubting Thomas." But we
ought also to remember his earlier words, when Jesus announced His intention of
going to the Jerusalem area, brushing aside the protests of His disciples that His life
was in danger there, at which Thomas said to the others: "Let us also go, that we may
die with him." (John 11:7,8,16) If Thomas was pessimistic, he was also sturdily
loyal.
At the Last Supper, Jesus said: "I go to prepare a place for you.... And whither I
go ye know, and the way ye know." Thomas replied: "Lord, we know not whither
thou goest, and how can we know the way?" To this Jesus answered: "I am the way,
the truth and the life." (John 14:1-6)
Thomas is mentioned again (John 21) as one of the seven disciples who were
fishing on the Sea of Galilee (Sea of Tiberias) when the Risen Lord appeared to
them. Aside from this he appears in the New Testament only as a name on lists of
the Apostles. A couple of centuries later a story was circulating in the Mediterranean
world that he had gone to preach in India; and there is a Christian community in
India (the Kerala district) that claims descent from Christians converted by the
preaching of Thomas. The tradition among Christians in India is that Thomas was
speared to death near Madras, and accordingly he is often pictured holding a spear.
Paintings of martyrs often show them holding or accompanied by the instruments
with which they were put to death. A recently discovered work called the Gospel of
Thomas is a collection of sayings attributed to Jesus. I know of no scholarly support
for the notion that it is the work of the Apostle Thomas, but some scholars think that
some of the sayings in it may be authentic sayings of Jesus.
by James Kiefer
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Presiding Bishop's Christmas
Message 2016

“This child came to show us how
to change the world,” Episcopal
Church Presiding Bishop and
Primate Michael Curry said in his
Christmas Message 2016. “So
this Christmas, make room for
Him to change us. This Christmas
help us change the world.”
Ladies Bible Study
The Thursday 10:30 am
Ladies Bible Study which
meets at Louise Smith’s home
has resumed their weekly
sessions. They are currently
studying the Book of
Revelations.

Christmas Flowers - To order Christmas Flowers for memorials or
thanksgivings you may use the envelopes at the rear of the church or
send a check including the notation “Christmas Flowers” to the church
office or place it in the alms basin. To be listed in the Christmas service
bulletins, your contribution must be received no later than Dec. 19th.
Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests and
fellow parishioners, by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well.

“M

y soul proclaims the greatness of the
Lord; my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior.” If we truly believe these words, as Mary
witnessed she did (through the best and the worst),
how are our love of God and response to His
commission to us reflected in our daily lives and
interactions with others - not just at “official” season
of giving, but all year through?
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Stewardship Reflection
“When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took his wife into his home.”
MATTHEW 1:24

P

utting our complete trust in the Lord without expecting
anything in return. Striving to put God first in all
things and follow Him wherever He may led us. As Christians
we prepare for the birth of our Lord, pray for the strength and
courage to be a model of discipleship, just as Joseph was.

This Weekend’s Readings
Jesus the Messiah
Isaiah 7:10-16
n the first lesson we hear that the prophet Isaiah insists that King Ahaz of Judah will
receive a sign of a young woman bearing a son to be called Emmanuel. Christians
have seen the ultimate fulfillment of the prophetic words in the birth of Jesus.
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18
A lament and a plea to the Lord, the shepherd of Israel, that God will turn away divine
anger and restore the people.
Romans 1:1-7
Paul greets the new disciples in Rome and summarizes the gospel message. The
prophecies concerning one to be descended from King David in human terms, and declared
Son of God through the power of the Holy Spirit by resurrection from the dead, have been
fulfilled. The Lord Jesus Christ has giving grace and the commission of apostleship to bring
peoples of all nations and obedience.
Matthew 1:18-25
The gospel tells the story of the birth of Jesus. While she was betrothed to Joseph, Mary
finds that she is bearing a child. But an angel tells Joseph not to fear: this is the work of the
Holy Spirit. The baby is to be named Jesus, which means “The Lord saves.” The evangelist
perceives this birth to be the fulfillment of ancient prophecy which told of a virgin who
would bear a son.
The narrative
makes clear the
divine origin of
this child who
will save the
people from their
sins.

I
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, December 17th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
John Dransfield, Jeff Leavenworth
Norma Leavenworth
Sunday, December 18th

8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Joan Wilson
Bonnie Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth

10 am
Ushers
Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota
Lectors
Betty Lou Bowles, Isobel Moore
Chalicers Ed Hord, Amy Williams
Intercessor Duke Breon
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Lori Cook, Bonnie Leavenworth

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sun, Dec. 18 -

Julie & Tom Calkins

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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