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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
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Sun
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Tue
Wed
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Dec 3 10:00 am
5:00 pm
Dec 4
8:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
Dec 5 6:15 pm
7:00 pm
Dec 6 6:30 pm
Dec 7 7:30 am
12:00 pm
Dec 8 10:30 am
7:00 pm
Dec 10 5:00 pm
Dec 11
8:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am

Christmas Bazaar, Pearson Room
Holy Eucharist
Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Pageant Rehearsal
Holy Eucharist
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
New Start Meeting, Sanctuary
Finance Committee
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist
Third Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Pageant Rehearsal
Holy Eucharist

ANNUAL PLEDGE CAMPAIGN – 2017

F

irst, very grateful thanks to our second two Ministry Minute
Speakers, Kristin Daigneault and Amy Williams. It was wonderful
to hear their personal thoughts and stories that lead them to choose to
support St. Paul’s Church financially.

The Stewardship Campaign is making good progress. We are so grateful
for those who have already shared a gift. However, just as yours do, our
expenses continue to increase. Therefore, if we want to continue doing
what we currently do, we will need EVERYONE to contribute a generous
gift. As of 11/29/16:
61 families and individuals have pledged.
9 new pledges have been received.
Of pledges received, 46% were increased for 2017.
49% of the parish has pledged $152,653 to help meet the pledge goal of
$200,000 needed to run our parish and fund our parish ministries.
Question: Is your pledge included here? If not, a member of the
Stewardship Committee will likely be contacting you. (Budget
preparation time has already begun.) Pledge forms may still be mailed to
the church, placed in the plate or placed in Nancy Twinem’s box at the foot
of the stairs.
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New Start Ministry English Language Trainers

A

s we prepare to receive notice of being assigned a family, we need
to assemble a team of volunteers, both male and female, to assist
with intensive in-home English language training
of both adult and child refugees.
If you would like to help, please contact either
me susan.e.suhr@gmail.com , Cindy Latham
chlatham54@gmail.com, or Gillian Griswold
gilliangriswold@gmail.com.
PLEASE share this need with your friends and
fellow congregants. The need will be great during the early weeks of our
family's arrival, and we need to prepare now.
Peace, Susan

Lay Schedule - The new lay schedule has is complete and has
been e-mailed/ mailed to everyone. Thank you to everyone who
responded with your availability. Please the office know if you
did not receive a copy. Thanks for your service to St. Paul’s.
Breaking News! Eating Can Be Beneficial to St. Paul’s Ministry

T

he Charcoal Chef and St.
Paul’s Church are teaming
up for a fund raising event to
benefit our Community
Connections ministry. It will take
place on Monday, January 9, 2017.
“Come, bring a friend to the
Charcoal Chef for breakfast, lunch
and dinner.”
10% of the day’s proceeds
benefit the Community
Connection Ministry.
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Christmas Flowers - To order Christmas Flowers for memorials or
thanksgivings you may use the envelopes at the rear of the church or send
a check including the notation “Christmas Flowers” to the church office
or place it in the alms basin. To be listed in the Christmas service
bulletins, your contribution must be received no later than Dec. 1919th.

Greg’s Sermons - Greg’s sermons are available each week on our
website StPaulsWoodbury.org by using the Sermon pull-down tab or
by using the following link: www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons.
Ladies Bible Study
The Thursday 10:30 am
Ladies Bible Study which
meets at Louise Smith’s home
has resumed their weekly
sessions. They are currently
studying the Book of
Revelations.

House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer
and study, concluding with Compline. If you would like to join House
Church please contact Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou
Bowles at honeylou@charter.net.
Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests and
fellow parishioners, by extending a warm welcome to them and
by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well.

A

n Old Testament lesson says in part: “The spirit of the
Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding … the spirit of knowledge and the fear of
the Lord.” How can we better seek those spirits than by
daily prayer, scripture reading, study and
sharing with others? We need to search on a
daily basis to discern just what God is asking on us in
return for all He has given.
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Stewardship Reflection
“Therefore, every tree that does not bear
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire.”
MATTHEW 3:10B

D

o you bear good fruit for Christ? Or,
do you spend your time, talent and
treasure constantly acquiring more toys, clutter
and junk. Our time, our talent and our treasure
are gifts that God has given us. What we do
with them is our stewardship, our gift back to
God. What gifts are you planning to give to the
Lord during this upcoming Christmas season?

This Weekend’s Readings
The Kingdom Is Near
Isaiah 11:1-10
n our lesson from the Hebrew Bible the prophet foresees a time when God will bring
forth a righteous judge and a new spirit of peace in the world. The wise and faithful
judge will come from the stump of Jesse - that is, from the line of the great King David,
whose father was Jesse.
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
The psalm asks that God endow the king with compassionate justice and righteousness,
and that his reign may extend over all nations and throughout all generations.
Romans 15:4-13
In this reading Paul points to several passages from the Hebrew scriptures to show how
God’s promise that the Gentile peoples should come to praise God was being fulfilled. The
new Roman converts, whom Paul hopes soon to visit, are urged to live in harmony and to
recognize the manner in which Christ’s ministry has brought these prophecies to fruition.
Matthew 3:1-12
Our gospel lesson tells of the ministry of John the Baptist, his message of repentance
and his prophecy of the mighty one to come. John himself is the messenger of preparation
foretold by Isaiah. He
baptizes with water those who
confess their sins and wish to
change their ways, but he
chastises those who do not
show the fruits of repentance.
Soon come the one who will
baptize with the Holy Spirit
and with refining fire.

I

5

6

Participating in the Services
Saturday, December 3rd
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Gaby Drews
John Dransfield, Karen Nash
Karen Nash

Saturday, December 10th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, December 4th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Kathie Nichols, Joan Wilson
Joan Wilson
Beverly Deickler
Isobel Moore

10 am
Ushers
Julie & Tom Calkins
Lectors
Tom Calkins, Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Lois Zane
Intercessor Chris Jacques
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Lois Zane
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird,
Norma Leavenworth, Peg Robinson

Dale White
Lis Blum, JoAnn Plunske
Gaby Drews
Sunday, December 11th

8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Lynda Jones
Dick Leavenworth
Dory Holmes
Lynda Jones

10 am
Ushers
Ed Daigneault, Maddie Daigneault
Lectors
Rich Buckley, Kristin Daigneault
Chalicers Wrey Trompeter, Lois Zane
Intercessor Ed Hord
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Lois Zane
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Dory Holmes,
Wrey Trompeter

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sun, Dec. 4 Sun, Dec. 11 -

Kathy Baird
Heidi Szobota

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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