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Happy Thanksgiving

A

gricultural festivals are of great antiquity, and common to many religions.
Among the Jews, the three pilgrimage feasts, Passover, Pentecost, and
Tabernacles, each had agricultural significance. Medieval Christianity also
developed a number of such observances, none of which, however, were incorporated into
the Prayer Book.
Our own Thanksgiving Day
finds its roots in observances
begun by colonists in
Massachusetts and Virginia, a
tradition later taken up and
extended to the whole of the
new American nation by action
of the Continental Congress.
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Holy Eucharist & Healing
First Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Advent Wreath Making
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Christmas Bazaar, Pearson Room
Evening Prayer
Second Sunday of Advent
Holy Eucharist
Pageant Rehearsal
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Advent Wreath Making On November 27th

A

dvent Wreath Making will take place this Sunday, November 27th. We will begin
the wreath making at 9 am and we’ll conclude after the 10 service if needed.
St. Paul’s provides the base supplies
(rings, oasis and candles) for one wreath
per family, but if you would like to do
more, just let us know – there is a $15
charge per set. We will also graciously
accept any additional monetary donations!
Donations of greens are also needed
to create Advent wreaths. If you are able
to donate greens, please call Mark
Trompeter at 203-592-9761. Greens
need to be dropped off at the church by
Friday. We appreciate your
contributions toward this special Advent
tradition.

Are you ready for Advent?
Advent I is November 27, can you believe it! Our Diocesan cycle of prayer has been
updated.

Camp Washington invites you and your family to the 2nd Annual Family Advent Event,
November 27 from 2 - 6 pm. Come together to build a family Advent Wreath using Camp
Washington Greens, hand dip your own advent candles, decorate cookies, and much more.
Cost: $15/person, $50 for a family of 4 or more. Register here by November 18.
As you prepare for this time of prayer and waiting for our Lord, here are some resources
that might of interest:
SSJE's #AdventWord daily email and social media reflection
Daily reflections on hope
The 2016 Advent Devotional Calendar designed by
Thomas Mousin and Merry Watters and published
on their website it is a simple calendar that suggests
a scripture reading and devotion for each day of
Advent
Episcopal Relief & Development's Advent toolkit,
offering prayers, activity guides, and an advent
calendar
Journey Through Advent calendar app for iOS, offering
scripture reading and an interactive image
Advent guide from Living Compass titled: Living Well Through Advent 2016: Practicing
Simplicity With All Your Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind.
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Latin – adventus, Greek – parousia = “coming” – especially the time and preparations
before the arrival of some great person.
The church had some kind of advent season by the 5th century in the west. The church is
preparing for the coming of Jesus, and the reflection on this anticipates both the first
coming of Christ and his second coming in glory. This time of preparation before the feast
of the nativity is a different preparation than lent.
An older sense of judgment was kept in the “four last things” – death, judgment, heaven,
and hell. The present emphasis is more on hope and anticipation.
The changes in liturgy and our seasonal customs reflect a spirit of anticipation and hope.
The advent wreath marks each week of advent as we approach
Christmas. The color purple speaks to the royalty of Jesus. The
one pink candle (week) is for gaudete Sunday to remind us to
rejoice. Blue is sometimes used instead of purple (from the church
in Sweden and an older Sarum rite in England) to signify hope. The
wreath is a circle that has no end – signifying life.
Fasting is taken on as a discipline to heighten our anticipation
and hope and to help us to have solidarity with those who
long for deliverance. Other acts of generosity are also
appropriate for this reason.
Advent calendars became popular first in
Germany and later at the turn of the last
century more widely. Each day would
reveal a picture or verse relating to the
Christmas story. Now we have chocolate!
Other advent calendars invite us to think
about something or try a specific action
to prepare for the coming of Jesus. A
different type of advent calendar is paper
chain. Each member of the family can
write a prayer or wish or hope and make
another link to the chain, which grows
through the season.
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The Christmas Bazaar
is almost here
Next Saturday, December 3rd to
be exact. Click on the cover to the
right of our special Christmas
Bazaar edition of B-Connections
to find out how you can get involved,
how you can donate, how you can
meet friends and have a great time.

One way you can assist, if you are able to,
is to, during coffee hour this weekend, head
upstairs in the Parish House and bring down a box.
Our Christmas Bazaar setup crew will be eternally
grateful.

The huge sycamore tree on Route 317 that was precariously threatening the
Seabury Room and our Parish House has been removed by the State Highway
Department. Now that it’s down and we can see hollow it was, we are thankful this
Thanksgiving that it didn’t topple over on its own.
4

Stewardship Reflection
“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know on which
day your Lord will come.”
MATTHEW 24:42

P

eople who have had health issues or near-death
experiences generally have a greater appreciation for
each day being a gift from God. The rest of us usually take
for granted that we will be around tomorrow. But when
living as a Christian you start to look at each day as a gift,
you realize all the little miracles that happen daily and grow
in gratitude for all that we have been given.

Ladies Bible Study
The Thursday 10:30 am
Ladies Bible Study which
meets at Louise Smith’s home
has resumed their weekly
sessions. They are currently
studying the Book of
Revelations.

House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer
and study, concluding with Compline. If you would like to join House
Church please contact Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou
Bowles at honeylou@charter.net.
Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests and
fellow parishioners, by extending a warm welcome to them and
by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well.

“K

eep awake,
what day your
suggests that those of us who
to particularly practice the
caring for others daily. When
that the day goes better, but
our days are grounded in
won’t really matter when the

therefore, for you do not know on
Lord is coming.” Perhaps this advice
try to live a good and holy life need
habits of prayer, generosity, and
you pray daily, it isn’t necessarily
that you do better with the day. If
prayer and service in God’s name, it
Lord comes, will it?
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Click on the
video to the right to
watch Bishop Ian
T. Douglas' Annual
Address, in TED
Talk-format, taken
from the live video
during the morning.
Referencing the
scripture from the
morning's Bible
Study, Leviticus
25:1-7, the Bishop
recounts the work
ECCT has done for
the past six years
and calls for this
next year to be a
Sabbath Year.

This Weekend’s Readings
Lay Aside the Works of Darkness
Isaiah 2:1-5
n our lesson from the Hebrew Bible the prophet Isaiah sets forth a majestic vision of a
time when people throughout the world will worship the Lord and live in peace with
one another.
Psalm 122
A pilgrim’s song of praise and prayer for the peace of Jerusalem.
Romans 13:11-14
In this reading Paul urges a way of life in full awareness of the nearness of salvation.
Disciples must recognize that the nighttime of sinfulness is passing. The daylight, the time
for new conduct and the following of Jesus now comes.
Matthew 24:36-44
In our gospel lesson Jesus tells his disciples of the need for readiness because the Son of
Man will come at a day and hour which no one knows. People will continue to go about
their usual affairs, when suddenly this time of judgment will happen. Disciples are to be
ever
watchful,
imaging
themselves
like a
householder
whose
alertness
could
prevent a
robbery.

I
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Lay Schedule - We are beginning work on our winter &
Christmas lay schedule. Please contact the parish office or your lay
ministry coordinator as soon as possible about your schedule
availability for this period (December thru March 1).
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, November 26th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
Janet Congdon, Karen Nash
Gaby Drews
Sunday, November 27th

8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Bonnie Leavenworth
Beverly Deickler
Lynda Jones

10 am
Ushers
Russ DePace, Amy Williams
Lectors
Chris Jacques, Betty Lou Bowles
Chalicers Peter Bowles, Wrey Trompeter
Intercessor Amy Williams
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Wrey Trompeter, Mieke Weggeman

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sun, Nov. 27 Sun, Dec. 4 -

Barbara Elmore
Kathy Baird

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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