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Saturday Night Special: Family Potluck / Labyrinth

T

his Saturday we’ll have another of our monthly family potluck suppers
following the 5 pm Eucharist service. Then Fr. Greg will lead us through a
prayer labyrinth which will be setup in the basement. It should be a fun night.
We hope you can join us.
The labyrinth is an ancient form
of reflective walk. Labyrinths have
been known for several thousand
years, having different shapes and
styles according to the tradition
from which they were birthed. It
has long been used for purposes that
are significant to the soul and well-being of the spirit.
A labyrinth has a single, circuitous pathway that leads from the entrance to the center,
and takes the pilgrim on a journey into the center of themselves where God awaits to greet
them. To walk the labyrinth is to touch God and let God touch us. It is a matter of
presence and response.
No shoes are allowed on the labyrinth. So please wear socks. Red Sox are allowed!
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Holy Eucharist & Family Dinner / Labyrinth
Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
7:00 pm
Vestry Meeting
7:30 am
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
10:30 am
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith Home
7:00 pm
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
9:00 am
Diocesan Convention, Hartford
5:00 pm
Evening Prayer
Last Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King
8:00 am
Morning Prayer
10:00 am
Morning Prayer
10:30 am
Diocesan Worship Service & Convention,
Hartford

November 9, 2016
Dear Companions in Christ in the Episcopal Church in Connecticut:
Our country is deeply divided. We are divided by: class, race, gender, sexuality, education level, religion,
geography, blue and red states . . . and the list goes on and on. Sadly, the divisions in our country were
exacerbated by the recently completed campaign season. The results of yesterday’s presidential election
reveal, once again, just how deeply divided we are as the United States of America today.
As Christians we believe that alienation, separation, and division is not the way of God. We believe that God in
Jesus, fully human and fully divine, is able to take seemingly irreconcilable differences and bring them together
in a new creation of unity, wholeness, and new life. God’s mission is “to restore all people to unity with God and
each other in Christ.” Our vocation, given to us in baptism through the Holy Spirit, is to participate with God in
bringing about restoration and reconciliation where there is alienation, separation and division. “All this is from
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.” (2 Corinthians 5:18)
In his acceptance speech last night President-elect Trump said that “Now it’s time for America to bind the
wounds of division. . . . I say now it’s time for us to come together as one people.” He continued: “I pledge to
every citizen of our land that I will be president for all Americans.” And to those who did not support the
President-elect he said: “I’m reaching out to you for your guidance and your help so that we can work together
and unify our great country.”
It’s time now for all Americans in the richness our God-given differences to come together for the sake of our
country and for the sake of the world. Let us work alongside one another in the fullness of God’s love and
promise. We can, and we must, bind up the wounds of division that separate us from God and each other.
As followers of Jesus we know that such restoration and reconciliation is possible. Let us redouble our
commitment to God’s mission of unity, wholeness, and new life. Let the love of God working in us overcome the
divisions in our lives, in our country, and in our world. As the familiar hymn by Peter Scholtes reminds us:
We are one in the Spirit,
we are one in the Lord.
We are one in the Spirit,
we are one in the Lord.
And we pray that all unity
may one day be restored.

We will work with each other,
we will work side by side.
We will work with each other,
we will work side by side
and we'll guard each man's dignity
and save each man's pride.

And they'll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love,
Yes, they'll know we are Christians
by our love.

And they'll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love.
Yes, they'll know we are Christians
by our love.

We will walk with each other,
we will walk hand in hand.
We will walk with each other,
we will walk hand in hand
and together we'll spread the news
that God is in our land.

All Praise to the Father
from whom all things come,
and all praise to Christ Jesus
His only Son,
and all praise to the Spirit
who makes us all one.
And they'll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love.
Yes, they'll know we are Christians
by our love.

And they'll know we are Christians
by our love, by our love,
Yes, they'll know we are Christians
by our love.
The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas, Ph.D.
Bishop Diocesan
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The Rt. Rev. Laura J. Ahrens, D.Min.
Bishop Suffragan

Advent Wreath Making On November 27th

A

dvent Wreath Making will take place Sunday, November 27th. We
will begin the wreath making at 9 am and we’ll conclude after the 10
service if needed.
St. Paul’s provides the base
supplies (rings, oasis and candles) for
one wreath per family, but if you
would like to do more, just let us
know – there is a $15 charge per set.
We will also graciously accept any
additional monetary donations!
Donations of greens are also
needed to create Advent wreaths.
If you are able to donate greens,
please call Mark Trompeter at 203-592-9761. Greens need to
be dropped off at the church by Friday. We appreciate your contributions
toward this special Advent tradition.
House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer
and study, concluding with Compline. If you would like to join House
Church please contact Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou
Bowles at honeylou@charter.net.
Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests and
fellow parishioners, by extending a warm welcome to them and by
wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to coffee
hour as well.

Ladies Bible Study
The Thursday 10:30 am
Ladies Bible Study which
meets at Louise Smith’s home
has resumed their weekly
sessions. They are currently
studying the Book of
Revelations.
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Stewardship Reflection
“Not that we do not have the right. Rather, we wanted to present ourselves as a model
for you, so that you might imitate us.”
2 THESSALONIANS 3:9

S

tewards who live a grateful and
generous lifestyle don’t go
around bragging about it. But through
their actions and words, others do take
notice. They notice because of the joy
and peace that results and other people
desire this in their own life. Know that
the way you live your life may be the
only interaction others have with the
Christian faith.

Celebration of the Spirit
Sunday, November 20th - 10:30 am
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut is doing
something wonderful and different on the Sunday of
Convention this year - a massive worship service in the
Convention Center, open to all, with the Presiding
Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael Curry, preaching.
Come worship with your sisters and brothers across
Connecticut at the Connecticut Convention Center,
and hear the Good News as proclaimed the Most Rev.
Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church. Our venue this year allows us the unique
opportunity to hold a worship service where all are
welcome to attend and take part in our sacramental life.
Following worship, there will be a social coffee hour and then an opportunity to
help you expand your faith and follow Jesus into the neighborhood. We are
inviting Ministry Networks to offer workshops on site, or lead activities off site, on
Sunday afternoon after the social coffee hour.
Tickets are free, but registration is required, so reserve your spot today! Register
here before all the seats are filled.
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Veterans Day

T

omorrow, November 11, is
Veterans Day, and the Rt. Rev.
James Magness, the Episcopal Church’s
bishop for Armed Forces and Federal
Ministries, urges congregations to
“remember veterans of all wars in music,
readings and prayers.”
Veterans Day was first celebrated as
“Armistice Day” in 1919, when President
Woodrow Wilson commemorated the first
anniversary of the armistice ending World
War I, at “the 11th hour of the 11th day of
Veterans Day 2009 in Okinawa, Japan
the 11th month” in 1918.
(Photo by Joshua J. Wahl)
President Wilson declared:
“The reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of
those who died in the country’s service and with gratitude for the victory, both because of
the thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given America to
show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations.”
Armistice Day became a national holiday in 1938, and in 1954
Congress replaced the word “Armistice” with “Veterans.”
Prayer for Veterans
oday we remember all of our veterans past and present. We
ask for the healing of those who have been wounded in body
and soul, wounds both visible and invisible. We pray for those who
have returned and those who are returning from Iraq and Afghanistan,
for those who served in Vietnam, Korea and World War II and live
with injured bodies and traumatized spirits to receive your solace and
healing. We ask that those who are unable to pray for themselves
will receive the blessings of our prayers offered on their behalf.
Bring peace to those places where our women and men have fought.
Bless those who served in non-combatant roles. May their service
continue in their lives and may that service be positive for all of us.
Give us the vision to see a world in which all grow weary with war
and fighting, and turn their swords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks. These things we ask in the name of the Prince of
Peace. Amen.
- The Rt. Rev. James Magness, bishop for Armed Forces and Federal Ministries

T

I

n this time around Veteran’s Day, let us remember all
who have served (or now serve) in our country’s Armed
Forces: “O Judge of the nations, we remember before you
with grateful hearts the men and women of our country who
in days of decision ventured much for the liberties we now
enjoy…” (BCP, p. 830). May part of our faith journeys be
the willingness to pursue peace, and to work for the
Kingdom day when the sacrifices of way no longer need to
be made.
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Happy Samuel Seabury Day - Monday, November 14!

W

hen Britain's former colonies fought their Revolutionary War against the
motherland, churches were affected. Most notably, the Church of England in the
United States renamed itself the Episcopal Church. But if it were to function, it needed
bishops. And if the bishops were to be valid (under the theory of apostolic succession) they
must be consecrated by legitimate bishops who had themselves been consecrated by bishops
all the way back to the apostles. The problem was, British law forbade consecration of
anyone who would not swear loyalty to the crown.
After the Revolution, a secret meeting of Connecticut
clergymen was convened by our first Rector, John Marshall,
at the Glebe House here in
Woodbury on March 25, 1783.
They selected Samuel Seabury or
the Rev. Jeremiah Leaming,
whichever would be able or willing,
to seek episcopal consecration in
England. Leaming declined; Seabury accepted.
When Samuel Seabury sailed to England, seeking consecration,
the bishops of London refused it. The British cabinet took the
position that to consecrate Seabury was interference in the affairs of
the United States. What were the churchmen to do?
It was not as if Seabury were a rebel. Quite the contrary; his witty pamphlets against the
rebellion and the Continental Congress had so angered the Patriots that they had thrown him
into prison. After his release, Seabury escaped to the British lines where he gave valuable
information to General Howe's army. Seabury stayed behind the British lines the rest of the
war, doctoring the king's soldiers. After the war, he was chosen bishop by Church of
England clergymen in at Glebe House in Woodbury, Connecticut.
With consecration in England out of the question, Samuel Seabury
traveled to Scotland. On November 14, 1784, the Scottish bishops of
Aberdeen, Moray and Ross consecrated Samuel Seabury as the first
Episcopal bishop of the United States. A few years later, the spirit of
charity reasserted itself and London consecrated additional bishops.
Meanwhile, Samuel Seabury returned to Connecticut. Because he
had sided with the monarchy during the war, he was never popular in
his homeland. And his consecration always seemed tainted, because
it had come in the "irregular" church of Scotland, rather than at the
hands of the highest leaders of the Church of England. Because the
Scottish Episcopalians had refused to swear allegiance to William and
Mary (when James II was driven into exile), their church had been
given no official recognition by the government and operated under
legal disabilities.
Controversy did not stop Seabury from working hard as a bishop,
visiting his entire see and opening new churches. His prodigious
labor is verified by the fact that he confirmed over 10,000 individuals!
Seabury died on February 25, 1786, and is buried beneath St.
James’ Church in New London.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing and
informal gathering of men, has been meeting for lunch at
the Charcoal Chef. Please join us next week!
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Operation Christmas Child - Yes, it’s time for St. Paul’s
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Gift Program. Boxes and
information brochures are available in the Pearson room. We
need your filled boxes returned to the church by noon, Sunday
November 20th!
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This Weekend’s Readings
“Fear Not”
Isaiah 65:17-25
n this prophetic reading we hear of a blessed time when God will overcome many of
life’s shortcomings and frustrations.
Canticle 9 (The First Song of Isaiah)
A canticle of praise announcing the vindication of those who have placed their
confidences in the Lord God.
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
In this lesson Paul deals with the problem of those who are so expectant that the Lord
will come soon and are so meddlesome in the affairs of others that they have given up their
daily work.
Luke 21:5-19
In the gospel passage the disciples are forewarned of the destruction on the Jewish
temple and of great upheavals in the natural and supernatural order that must take place
before the end of history. There will be persecutions and divisions in families. Individuals
will appear claiming to be Jesus. While in some passages the New Testament suggests that
the end and fulfillment of human time will come quite unexpectedly, here the disciples are
advised of a period of great tribulation when the powers of evil will make their final
onslaught. In
one sense this is
poetic language
used to describe
the
indescribable,
but it insists
that the ultimate
meaning of life
will finally be
known.

I
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M

onsie Munson is a new parishioner of St. Paul’s. She is the
publisher of a children’s book with Mother Dolores Hart of the
Abbey of Regina Laudis as the illustrator. The book is called Tooley
Makes A Friend. They are having a book signing with Mother Dolores on
Saturday, November
19th at the Bethlehem
Library in Bethlehem,
CT at 1 pm. Check
out their website
which is:
www.testabooks.com.
All are welcome to
the book signing.
Lay Schedule - We
are beginning work
on our winter &
Christmas lay schedule. Please contact
the parish office or
your lay ministry coordinator as soon as
possible about your
schedule availability
for this period
(December thru
March 1).

If anyone is interested in getting the shirt that Rich
Buckley was wearing last Sunday, this is what it looks
like.
Contact Rich for info on ordering at 203-943-6079
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2016 Christmas Bazaar
“Jingle Bells...Jingle Bells.....”
can you hear them ringing, bringing us the news of the
2016 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Saturday, December 3rd
That's right....only 23 days until we open our doors to the crowds
who every year thank us for our DAZZLING BAZAAR !!!
O The beautiful greenery O The stunning displays O The exciting raffle
O The fabulous assortment of merchandise O The kids' gingerbread houses
O The luscious bake sale O And the free cookies & coffee/hot chocolate

It's a grand sight, indeed, but the greatest joy is in the creation of the bazaar,
when, over a period of ten days, a team of women, often assisted by the men,
works in an incredible spirit of creativity, cooperation and kinship that fills us
all with joy and pride in our labors. We invite all our newcomers to join us in this

wonderful experience.....and you'll soon be hearing much more about it.
In the meantime, you're warmly invited to call Dory Holmes - 263-8538,
or Diane Heavens - 263-2468, to learn more.

ALL ABOUT DONATIONS
Donations are the foundation of the bazaar...so here are some
important thoughts to set you searching throughout your home
for things to donate. All merchandise to be in A-One, clean, working condition,
sets to be complete, etc. Items can be large or small, vintage or new, and we have had
some amazing things over the years. *****
The bazaar theme is "Christmas," so we especially seek anything & everything
that is Christmas. BUT ANYTHING GOES here, so do not hesitate to donate it....
if it's attractive and useful, we can sell it! In the past we have sold:
Crystal chandeliers Huge doll houses
Musical instruments Sewing machine
Antique wash stand Beautiful art
Brand-new, never used cookware
And hundreds of small items, from Hummel figurines and other collectibles, to candles,
music boxes, and dozens of other "smalls."
IS THIS GETTING YOU TO THINKING ?
WHAT DO YOU HAVE THAT YOU DON'T WANT,
OR NEVER WORE,
OR RECEIVED AS A GIFT AND DIDN'T LIKE,
OR YOU JUST NEVER USE ANY MORE…
but it could be wonderful for someone else.
You can start boxing and bagging now, and in about 5 weeks
we'll let you know that you can start to bring your donations down to church.

TREASURE CHEST AT THE BAZAAR
The entire left wall of the parish hall is the bazaar "TREASURE CHEST"
This can be any kind of merchandise, particularly items that could
be Christmas gifts.
Samples from the past are jewelry, scarves, vintage Christmas villages,
gift certificates, art, handbags, quilts, hostess accessories,
...anything that is in excellent condition and would transform the wall into
the most exciting "gift shop" in town!!
Thanks in advance for your searching!
Stay tuned for more news soon...The Bazaar Committee

** Please no long, tangled strings of old lights, broken Christmas trees, or broken tree stands.
Thanks for understanding.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, November 12th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White
Jeff Leavenworth, Lis Blum
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, November 13th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Kathy Baird, Judie Ferris
Dick Leavenworth
Beverly Deickler
Kathy Baird

10 am
Ushers
Julie & Tom Calkins
Lectors
Tom Caklins, Duke Breon
Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Lois Zane
Intercessor Chris Jacques
Acolytes
Hannah Kimball, Jake Kimball
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones,
Wrey Trompeter
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird,
Nancy Twinem

Saturday, November 19th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors

Thayer Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman
Matthew Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman

Sunday, November 20th
8 am
Usher
Dick Leavenworth
Lector
Joan Wilson
Intercessor Bonnie Leavenworth
10 am
Usher
Lector
Intercessor
Acolyte
Molly Robinson
Counter
Leslie Albrecht
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Lori Cook,
Dory Holmes, Peg Robinson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Sun, Nov. 13 -

Gaby Drews

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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