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Almighty God, to whom we must account for all our powers and privileges:
Guide the people of this land in the election of officials and representatives; that,
by faithful administration and wise laws, the rights of all may be protected
and our nation be enabled to fulfill your purposes;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
-- Book of Common Prayer, p. 822

On November 8 we will again be called upon to exercise our civic duty of voting for the
leaders of our nation, our states, and our local communities. It is a great privilege and
responsibility to vote; one not available to all people around the globe. We give thanks for all
those in our country’s history who have fought for our democratic right to vote, and for those
who continue to work today to ensure that such freedoms continue.
Sadly this election season has taken on a tone that is not worthy of our country’s great
democratic ideals. The political rancor and mean-spiritedness shown in the campaigns has
too often resulted in distorted relationships in our families, in our communities, in our church,
and in our nation. We are thus reminded of the words of the Catechism in the Book of
Common Prayer that speak of the sinfulness in our lives and in our world:
“Question: What is sin? Answer: Sin is the seeking of our own will instead of the will of God,
thus distorting our relationship with God, with other people, and with all creation.” (BCP p.
848)
How often have the sins of racism, classism, and sexism been used by candidates to
alienate sectors of the electorate from each other in vain attempts to win votes? How often
have we, as communities and as individuals, been like the Pharisee in last Sunday’s Gospel
(Luke 18:11) criticizing those who favor a candidate not of our liking with characterizations
that are unthinking, wrong-headed, unpatriotic, and even worse? Such is not the way of our
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nation. Such is not the way of God. We all need to repent for the sinfulness in this election
season, seeking amendment of life and a return to wholeness with God and with each other
as American citizens.
And when we are on our knees seeking forgiveness for how sin has crept into our hearts this
election season, let us also turn to God and pray that these remaining weeks of the election
season will be marked by a return to the civility, respect, and unity that has historically
characterized our American political processes. Let us pray that Election Day will be free
from violence and that due process will prevail. Let us pray that there will be a peaceful
transition of power following the election. And above all, let us pray that those who have
been elected to lead our nation, our states, and our communities will dedicate themselves to
healing the divisions and hurts that have crept into our public life. Pray that God will bring us
together in justice and in peace.
Our colleague bishops in the Episcopal Dioceses of Massachusetts and Western
Massachusetts, the Rt. Revs. Alan M. Gates, Gayle E. Harris and Douglas J Fisher,
respectively, have called on all Episcopalians in Massachusetts to participate in a vigil of
prayer for the election from noon on All Saints Sunday, Nov. 6 through noon on Election Day,
Tuesday, Nov. 8. We would like to do the same, calling all parishes and worshiping
communities in the Episcopal Church in Connecticut to a similar vigil. Such vigils could be as
simple as a special closing prayer or litany on Sunday, November 6; saying Morning,
Noonday, and Evening Prayer on Monday November 7; or a continuous period of prayer with
individuals and/or groups praying in shifts. Resources for prayer can be found on the
EpiscopaliansVote website at: http://advocacy.episcopalchurch.org/EpiscopaliansVote and at
Forward Movement’s “Season of Prayer for an Election” website at: http://
news.forwardmovement.org/2016/09/a-season-of-prayer-for-an-election/.
We invite you to connect and share your ideas with ECCT by using our diocesan hashtag
#ECCT and by tagging our diocesan Twitter account @EpiscopalCT. We would love to see
what you and your parish or worshiping community are doing to prepare prayerfully for the
election.
Finally, we urge you to exercise your right to vote on Election Day, November 8. We have a
civic duty to participate in the political processes of our nation, our states, and our local
communities. Please vote prayerfully.
Faithfully:
The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas, Ph.D. The Rt. Rev. Laura J. Ahrens, D.Min.
Bishop Diocesan
Bishop Suffragan

Stewardship Reflection
“But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, half of my possessions, Lord,
I will give to the poor, and if I extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times
over.’”
Luke 19:4

W

e are all called to graciously
give back to the Lord in
proportion to the blessings we have
been given. This means everyone isn’t
called to give the same amount, but is
called to give equal sacrifice. No
amount is insignificant for good stewardship.
Open your heart, how is God calling you?
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, October 28th

St. Simon and St. Jude

T

he only thing the Gospels tell us about Simon is that he was one of the disciples,
and that he was called “the Zealot” (Zelotes). John mentions Jude in his description
of the Last Supper. The Epistle of Jude may be the work of the disciple Jude, who is the
man mentioned by John as the brother of James
the Greater.
Tradition has consistently associated Simon
and Jude as apostles to Persia. Some accounts
state that they were martyrs, a tradition generally
accepted by the Western Church. The Monology
of Basil, however, says that Simon died a
peaceful death at Edessa. Jude, who was
surnamed Thaddeus, has been confused with
another Thaddeus, who was also said to have died
a quiet death, either in Beirut or Edessa.
Whatever the facts, accounts conflict and reliable
data are lacking.
There are other scholarly questions about both
men. One involves Simon’s appellation “Zelotes.” Whether in fact he had been a member
before his conversion of one of the several factions called “Zealots,” or whether this title
refers to his zeal for the Jewish law, is not known, but he has consistently been identified by
it. For some centuries, and even to this day, Jude has been regarded in popular devotion as
the “patron of desperate or lost causes,” but the basis of this tradition is obscure.
The Epistle of Jude concludes with this striking doxology: “Now to him who is able to
keep you from falling, and to present you without blemish before the presence of his glory
with rejoicing, to the only God our Savior, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all time and now and for ever” (Jude 24–25).

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Oct 29
Oct 30

Mon
Tues
Wed

Oct 31
Nov 1
Nov 2

Thu

Nov 3

Sat
Sun

Nov 5
Nov 6

5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
9:45 am
Church School
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
11:15 am
Christmas Bazaar Meeting
6:15 pm
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
4:30 pm
Executive Committee
7:30 am
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
10:30 am
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith Home
7:00 pm
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist
All Saints’ Sunday
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
9:45 am
Church School
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
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Bazaar Meeting - This
Sunday, October 30, after
the 10 am service their will
be a meeting of the Bazaar
committee to share ideas
and begin preparations. All
are welcome.
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Congratulations - Last
Monday night, Rachel & Tim Walsh,
(Fr. Greg’s daughter and son-in-law)
welcomed into their family Rosalie
Grace Walsh; 6 pounds; 19 ½ inches tall.
Mother and daughter are healthy and
happy (and so are Greg and Amy).

† This Day on the Church Calendar
Tuesday, November 1st

All Saints’ Day

I

t is believed by many scholars that the commemoration of all the saints on November
first originated in Ireland, spread from there to England, and then to the continent of
Europe. That it had reached Rome and had been adopted there early in the ninth century is
attested by a letter of Pope Gregory IV, who reigned from 828 to 844, to Emperor Louis
“the Pious,” urging that such a festival be observed throughout the Holy Roman Empire.
However, the desire of Christian people to express the intercommunion of the living and
the dead in the Body of Christ by a commemoration of those who, having professed faith in
the living Christ in days past, had entered into the nearer presence of their Lord, and
especially of those who had crowned their profession with heroic deaths, was far older than
the early Middle Ages. Gregory Thaumaturgus (the “Wonder Worker”), writing before the
year 270, refers to the observance of a festival of all martyrs, though he does not date it. A
hundred years later, Ephrem the Deacon mentions such an observance in Edessa on May 13;
and the patriarch John Chrysostom, who died in 407, says that a festival of All Saints was
observed on the first Sunday after Pentecost in Constantinople at the time of his episcopate.
The contemporary lectionary of the East Syrians
set a commemoration of all the saints on Friday
in Easter week. On May 13, in the year 610, the
Pantheon in Rome - originally a pagan temple
dedicated to “all the gods” - was dedicated as
the Church of St. Mary and All Martyrs.
All Saints’ Day is classed, in the Prayer
Book of 1979, as a Principal Feast, taking
precedence of any other day or observance.
Among the seven so classified, All Saints’ Day
alone may be observed on the following
Sunday, in addition to its observance on its
fixed date. It is one of the four days
recommended in the Prayer Book (page 312) for
the administration of Holy Baptism.

Name Tags - Please be courteous to newcomers, guests and
fellow parishioners, by extending a warm welcome to them and
by wearing your name tag. And remember to wear them to
coffee hour as well.

Ladies Bible Study
The Thursday 10:30 am
Ladies Bible Study which
meets at Louise Smith’s home
has resumed their weekly
sessions. They are currently
studying the Book of
Revelations.
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J

esus says “For the Son of man came to
seek out and to save the lost.” We are
reminded that all of us could at one time or
another be counted among the lost. And we
cannot be “found” by our own merit. God
looks for us always. As some of the parables
tell us, he will search far and long to bring us
into a renewed relationship. If God seems far
away, perhaps we need to assist the search by
intentionally responding to that continual, loving call.

Greg’s Sermons - Greg’s sermons are available each week on our website
StPaulsWoodbury.org by using the Sermon pull-down tab or by using the
following link: www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons.

Celebration of the Spirit
Sunday, November 20th - 10:30 am
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut is doing
something wonderful and different on the Sunday of
Convention this year - a massive worship service in the
Convention Center, open to all, with the Presiding
Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael Curry, preaching.
Come worship with your sisters and brothers across
Connecticut at the Connecticut Convention Center,
and hear the Good News as proclaimed the Most Rev.
Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church. Our venue this year allows us the unique
opportunity to hold a worship service where all are
welcome to attend and take part in our sacramental life.
Following worship, there will be a social coffee hour and then an opportunity to
help you expand your faith and follow Jesus into the neighborhood. We are
inviting Ministry Networks to offer workshops on site, or lead activities off site, on
Sunday afternoon after the social coffee hour.
Tickets are free, but registration is required, so reserve your spot today! Register
here before all the seats are filled.
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House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer
and study, concluding with Compline. If you would like to join House
Church please contact Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net or Betty Lou
Bowles at honeylou@charter.net.

This Weekend’s Readings
“Salvation Has Come to This House”
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
n our first reading the prophet bitterly complains to the Lord about the injustice and
violence in the world. God answers that justice will come in time; meanwhile, the
righteous will live by faithfulness and loyalty. Those who are right with God will continue
to live by their trust in God.
Psalm 119:137-144
The psalmist acknowledges God as the source of all truth and righteousness and prays
for understanding.
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12
Together with Silvanus and Timothy, Paul greets the new disciples in Thessalonica. He
offers thanks to God for the increase of their faith under persecution and assures them of his
prayers. Paul is so proud of their growing faith and love that
he boasts about them to others. He suggests that their present
troubles may be God’s way of proving them worthy of the
reign of God.
Luke 19:1-10
In the gospel Jesus answers a question concerning the chief
command of the law by reciting the double commandment to
love God and one’s neighbor. Jesus was not unique in
bringing together these two great teachings from Israel’s
heritage, but the New Testament gives them special emphasis.
They are closely linked, for in responding to God’s love, we
learn that we are lovable, and so begin to be able to love
others as ourselves. In loving our neighbors we discover the
mystery that we are also loving in them their Creator. The
man who asked Jesus the question repeats the commandments
in his own words. He is not far from the kingdom.
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Forward Day by Day - The Forward
Day by Day for November,
December & January is now
available in the pamphlet racks
in the narthex and hallway to
the parish hall. Forward Day by
Day contains a scripture verse
and meditation for each day.
We have pocket size and large
print versions in our racks.

Men’s Group

E

ach Wednesday at noon the
men’s group, a growing and
informal gathering of men, has been
meeting for lunch at the Charcoal Chef.
Women has been known to attend!
Please
join
us
next
week!
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New Start Ministry Waiting for Phone Call

T

he New Start Ministry has done just about everything they can at this point. They
are currently awaiting a phone call that will give them two weeks notice as to when
they can expect final details on a refugee family to resettle. Stay tuned.
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2016 Christmas Bazaar
“Jingle Bells...Jingle Bells.....”
can you hear them ringing, bringing us the news of the
2016 CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Saturday, December 3rd
That's right....only 58 days until we open our doors to the crowds
who every year thank us for our DAZZLING BAZAAR !!!
O The beautiful greenery O The stunning displays O The exciting raffle
O The fabulous assortment of merchandise O The kids' gingerbread houses
O The luscious bake sale O And the free cookies & coffee/hot chocolate

It's a grand sight, indeed, but the greatest joy is in the creation of the bazaar,
when, over a period of ten days, a team of women, often assisted by the men,
works in an incredible spirit of creativity, cooperation and kinship that fills us
all with joy and pride in our labors. We invite all our newcomers to join us in this

wonderful experience.....and you'll soon be hearing much more about it.
In the meantime, you're warmly invited to call Dory Holmes - 263-8538,
or Diane Heavens - 263-2468, to learn more.

ALL ABOUT DONATIONS
Donations are the foundation of the bazaar...so here are some
important thoughts to set you searching throughout your home
for things to donate. All merchandise to be in A-One, clean, working condition,
sets to be complete, etc. Items can be large or small, vintage or new, and we have had
some amazing things over the years. *****
The bazaar theme is "Christmas," so we especially seek anything & everything
that is Christmas. BUT ANYTHING GOES here, so do not hesitate to donate it....
if it's attractive and useful, we can sell it! In the past we have sold:
Crystal chandeliers Huge doll houses
Musical instruments Sewing machine
Antique wash stand Beautiful art
Brand-new, never used cookware
And hundreds of small items, from Hummel figurines and other collectibles, to candles,
music boxes, and dozens of other "smalls."
IS THIS GETTING YOU TO THINKING ?
WHAT DO YOU HAVE THAT YOU DON'T WANT,
OR NEVER WORE,
OR RECEIVED AS A GIFT AND DIDN'T LIKE,
OR YOU JUST NEVER USE ANY MORE…
but it could be wonderful for someone else.
You can start boxing and bagging now, and in about 5 weeks
we'll let you know that you can start to bring your donations down to church.

TREASURE CHEST AT THE BAZAAR
The entire left wall of the parish hall is the bazaar "TREASURE CHEST"
This can be any kind of merchandise, particularly items that could
be Christmas gifts.
Samples from the past are jewelry, scarves, vintage Christmas villages,
gift certificates, art, handbags, quilts, hostess accessories,
...anything that is in excellent condition and would transform the wall into
the most exciting "gift shop" in town!!
Thanks in advance for your searching!
Stay tuned for more news soon...The Bazaar Committee

** Please no long, tangled strings of old lights, broken Christmas trees, or broken tree stands.
Thanks for understanding.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, October 29th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
Barbara Grant
Gaby Drews

Saturday, November 5th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, October 30th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Bonnie Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth

10 am
Ushers
Ed Daigneault, Amy Williams
Lectors
Ed Daigneault, Kristin Daigneault
Chalicers Ed Hord, Mieke Weggeman
Intercessor Amy Williams
Acolytes
Madeline & Paige Daigneault
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Kathie Nichols, Laura Sahno
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Nancy Twinem

Richard Turner
Barbara Grant, JoAnn Plunske
Sue Turner
Sunday, November 6th

8 am
Usher
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Colin Harley
Beverly Deickler
Dory Holmes
Lynda Jones

10 am
Ushers
Church School Youth
Lectors
Church School Youth
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Phoebe Hale
Intercessor Church School Youth
Acolyte
Owen Hale
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones,
Wrey Trompeter
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Norma Leavenworth, Joan Wilson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Please contact Barbara Elmore to volunteer!

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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