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Blessing of the Animals This Weekend
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I

n observance of the feast day of St Francis, St. Paul’s
will have a Blessing of the Animals at all three
services October 1-2. St. Francis, whose feast day is on
Tuesday, October
4th, is perhaps best
known for his love
of animals. This celebration reminds us that all of God's
creation is blessed including our pets.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Oct 1
Oct 2

Mon
Tues
Wed

Oct 3
Oct 4
Oct 5

Thu

Oct 6

Sat
Sun

Oct 8
Oct 9

5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist & Blessing of the Animals
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Baptism, Holy Eucharist
& Blessing of the Animals
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist & Blessing of the Animals
6:15 pm
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
4:00 pm
Executive Committee
7:30 am
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
10:30 am
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith Home
7:00 pm
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
9:45 am
Church School & Godly Play
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
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New Start Ministry Gives Green Light

T

his past Friday, the New Start Ministry
leadership team met to review our
preparedness, and determine our next steps. I
am excited to announce that the decision was made to
give the "Green Light" to IRIS, letting them know that
we are ready to be assigned a refugee family.
At this point, we are awaiting word from IRIS
regarding the family. Notice could come today, tomorrow,
next week… We do not know when, but when it does come
we will have two weeks to find and furnish a residence, and make all other
arrangements to welcome the family and help them begin their transition to
a new life.
Our fundraising activity is well under way. To date we have raised
$10,552, with another $2,573 in pledges on their way. If you have not
already contributed, there is plenty of time - we will be collecting taxdeductible donations throughout the six month period that we will be
assisting the family. All monies left after this project will be used for other
IRIS-supported work.
For an interesting article describing the welcoming of a new refugee
family to Connecticut, click here. It makes my heart beat faster, awaiting
word of our family.
Please consider following us on Facebook, at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/NewStartCT/
Peace, Susan

Bowles Travel Blog
The Bowles are off on a two week trailer trip through
Pennsylvania & the Fingerlakes area of New York.
In 2012 when they did our cross country trip they
shared the blog with the congregation many of whom
shared their love of seeing it. Here is the link:
http://bowlesadventure2012.blogspot.com/
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This Date on the Church Calendar
Thursday, September 29th

St. Michael and All Angels

T

he scriptural word “angel” (Greek: angelos) means, literally, a messenger.
Messengers from God can be visible or invisible, and may assume human or nonhuman forms. Christians have always felt themselves to be attended by healthful spirits swift, powerful, and enlightening. Those beneficent
spirits are often depicted in Christian art in human form,
with wings to signify their swiftness and spacelessness,
with swords to signify their power, and with dazzling
raiment to signify their ability to enlighten.
Unfortunately, this type of pictorial representation has led
many to dismiss the angels as “just another mythical
beast, like the unicorn, the griffin, or the sphinx.”
Of the many angels spoken of in the Bible, only four
are called by name: Michael, Gabriel, Uriel, and Raphael.
The Archangel Michael is the powerful agent of God who
wards off evil from God’s people, and delivers peace to
them at the end of this life’s mortal struggle.
“Michaelmas,” as his feast is called in England, has long
been one of the popular celebrations of the Christian Year
in many parts of the world.
Michael is the patron saint of countless churches,
including Mont Saint-Michel, the monastery fortress off
the coast of Normandy that figured so prominently in medieval English history, and
Coventry Cathedral, England’s most famous modern church building, rising from the ashes
of the most devastating war of our time.

“...you are always more ready to hear than we
to pray, and to give more than we either desire or
deserve…” A favorite stewardship saying is “you
cannot out give God!” Go ahead, trust this adage
and put Him to the test. See what happens when
you give back sacrificially and with thanksgiving;
the results may surprise you!
Ladies Bible Study
The Thursday 10:30 am
Ladies Bible Study which
meets at Louise Smith’s home
has resumed their weekly
sessions. They are currently
studying the Book of
Revelations.
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Just in time for the
Blessing of the Animals
this video is a true story
of a rescued greyhound
who becomes a healer
to others. "There are
many in the world who
are dying for a piece of
bread, but there are
many more dying for a
little love."
- Mother Teresa

Greg’s Sermons - Greg’s sermons are available each week on our website
StPaulsWoodbury.org by using the Sermon pull-down tab or by using the
following link: www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons.

Celebration of the Spirit
Sunday, November 20th - 10:30 am
The Episcopal Church in Connecticut is doing
something wonderful and different on the Sunday of
Convention this year - a massive worship service in the
Convention Center, open to all, with the Presiding
Bishop, the Most Rev. Michael Curry, preaching.
Come worship with your sisters and brothers across
Connecticut at the Connecticut Convention Center,
and hear the Good News as proclaimed the Most Rev.
Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal
Church. Our venue this year allows us the unique
opportunity to hold a worship service where all are
welcome to attend and take part in our sacramental life.
Following worship, there will be a social coffee hour and then an opportunity to
help you expand your faith and follow Jesus into the neighborhood. We are
inviting Ministry Networks to offer workshops on site, or lead activities off site, on
Sunday afternoon after the social coffee hour.
Tickets are free, but registration is required, so reserve your spot today! Register
here or contact our Parish Office before all the seats are filled.
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Your Help Is Needed

ur parish kitchen is used quite frequently for a
number of events. We all need to help in
keeping it clean. Please sign-up on the sheet posted in
the kitchen to take a turn in cleaning the kitchen.
Thank you, The Welcoming Committee

This Weekend’s Readings
Increase Our Faith
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4
n our first reading the prophet bitterly complains to the Lord about the injustice and
violence in the world. God answers that justice will come in time; meanwhile, the
righteous will live by faithfulness and loyalty.
Psalm 37:1-10
A psalm of advice to the wise, instructing them to avoid evil and to wait patiently on the
Lord in righteousness. The Lord will cut off the wicked.
2 Timothy 1:1-14
This is the opening letter of Paul to his friend and coworker Timothy, whom he keeps
always in his prayers. Paul is keen to see in Timothy the rekindling of the gift of faith.
Luke 17:5-10
In the gospel lesson Jesus tells his disciples of faith’s great power, and reminds them
that servants must not expect special privileges or thanks merely for doing their duty. The
first saying forcefully stresses the realization that faith’s strength - even the power of a little
faith - ought never be underestimated. The story about the hardworking servant and the
master makes the point that humans can never hold any claim over God and put God in their
debt. For
Jesus’
followers there
is no room for
boasting or self
-righteousness
because of the
faith and
service.

I

Stewardship Reflection
“For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather of power and love and selfcontrol.”
2 TIMOTHY 1:7

M

any of us compartmentalize our
Faith, we bring it out only when
we attend a service or when we attend a
parish event. Stewardship requires discipline
and striving to put God first in everything, all
the time. The next time you are at a
neighborhood party, at work or out shopping,
would your actions signal to others that you
are a good and faithful servant of our Lord?
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Steak Dinner to Benefit Kenyan AIDS Orphans

E

piscopalians in Oxford are calling upon
the community to support a Kenyan AIDS
orphanage in Kakamanga, Kenya. The Upendo
Children’s Home provides everything that these
children need, including food, shelter, clothing,
medical care, supervision and school tuition.
“Episcopalians Together in Oxford,” comprised
of St. Peter’s Church & Christ Church Quaker
Farms, is hosting a steak dinner fundraiser on
Saturday, October 1, 5 pm to 7:30 pm at St. Peter’s
Church, 421 Oxford Road, Oxford, CT. Cost per
ticket is $20, with a $10 ticket for a kid meal.
Advance ticket reservations are suggested by
calling 203-888-4936.

Paver Deadline - The
deadline for submitting a paver
request ($100) is Monday,
October 3rd. Contact Barbara
Elmore for a form or questions.
. (203) 530-2232 or
pickles72@aol.com. Thank you.

Men’s Group

E

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s
group, a growing and informal
gathering of men, has been meeting for lunch
at the Charcoal Chef. They haven’t solved any
world problems yet, but that doesn’t keep
them from trying! Please join us next week!
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Coffeehouse Concert

R

ich Buckley is organizing a
group of people who are
interested in going to the Christian
Coffee House in Danbury. He can
take five people in his vehicle.
You can reach Rich at 203-9436079 or rbuckley@ndstech.com.
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11
6:30 pm - Finance Committee

18
7:00 pm - Vestry Meeting

10

6:15 pm - Christian Yoga

17

6:15 pm - Christian Yoga

24

6:15 pm - Christian Yoga

31

6:15 pm - Christian Yoga

9 21 Pentecost

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
9:45 am - Church School
Godly Play
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist

16 22 Pentecost

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist

23 23 Pentecost

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
9:45 am - Church School
Godly Play
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist

30 24 Pentecost

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
9:45 am - Church School
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist

25

7:30 am - Holy Eucharist
12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef

26

7:30 am - Holy Eucharist
12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef

19

7:30 am - Holy Eucharist
12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef

12

7:30 am - Holy Eucharist
12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef

4:30 pm - Executive Committee

6:15 pm - Christian Yoga

8:00 am - Baptism, Holy
Eucharist & Animal Blessing
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist &
& Animal Blessing

5

Wed

4

3

2 20 Pentecost

Tue

Mon

10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home
7:00 pm - House Church
at Fr. Fred’s

27

10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home
7:00 pm - House Church
at Fr. Fred’s

20

10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home
7:00 pm - House Church
at Fr. Fred’s

13

10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home
7:00 pm - House Church
at Fr. Fred’s

6

Thu

28

21

14

7

Fri

October 2016

Sun

10

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist

29

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist

22

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist &
Healing
6:00 pm - Family Meal

15

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist

8

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist &
Animal Blessing
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Sat

Participating in the Services
Saturday, October 1st
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Barbara Grant
Barbara Grant, Karen Nash
Gaby Drews

Saturday, October 8th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, October 2nd
8 am
Usher
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Joan Wilson
Bonnie Leavenworth
Dory Holmes
Dick Leavenworth

10 am
Ushers
Church School Youth
Lectors
Church School Youth
Chalicers Phoebe Hale, Mieke Weggeman
Intercessor Church School Youth
Acolyte
Owen Hale
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones,
Wrey Trompeter
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird, Lori Cook,
Bonnie Leavenworth

Gaby Drews
JoAnn Plunske, Janet Congdon
Sue Turner
Sunday, October 9th

8 am
Usher
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Colin Harley
Joan Wilson
Beverly Deickler
Isobel Moore

10 am
Ushers
Kathy Baird, Amy Williams
Lectors
Duke Breon, Rich Buckley
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Ed Hord
Intercessor Kathy Baird
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones,
Wrey Trompeter
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird,
Nancy Twimen

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Please contact Barbara Elmore to volunteer!

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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