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Getting Ready for Church School
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He has granted us new life to rebuild the house of our God.

-Ezra 9:9

O

ur Children’s ministry coordinator, Wendy Brazauskas and her crew has started
work on the nursery in preparation for a new
Church School year.
The first project involves fresh paint;
the second project involves
installing a window. Check
it out.

Readings
Pg 6 - Scholarship;
Reflection; Thanks

Pg 7 - New Start
Pg 10 - September

Calendar
Pg 11 - Participating

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Sept 3
Sept 4

Tue
Wed

Sept 6
Sept 7

Sat

Sept 10

Sun

Sept 11

5:00 pm

Holy Eucharist
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 am
Holy Eucharist
4:30 pm
Executive Committee
7:30 am
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist & Bowles 50th Anniversary
Celebration & Potluck Dinner
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
11:00 am
Church School Registration
4:00 pm
Woodbury Progressive Dinner

Bowles 50th Wedding Anniversary on September 10th
September 1, 2016
Dear St. Paul’s family,

W

e are looking forward to celebrating our 50 th
wedding anniversary with you on September
10th at the 5 pm service. Jordan and Joanne Butler will be
helping out with the potluck dinner logistics. When you
arrive they will take your offering and keep it warm if
necessary. Please plan to arrive early to drop off your
dish.
I am also looking forward to
sharing a short section in Jan Karon’s
book Come Rain or Come Shine - it is
Father Tim’s homily when Dooley,
(Father Tim’s adopted son) marries Lace, Dooley’s long time girl friend.
Father Tim talks about what it means to cherish and the importance of
listening.
The celebration will be
concelebrated with Father Greg and
Rev. Mary Gates who is the Priest
at Christ Church in Watertown and
my Spiritual Director for 12 years.
There will also be a dedication of
the plaque with the 2 Great
Commandments created by our sonin-law Sam Pease, who is a Senior
Associate with Sasaki Associates a
design firm in Boston. After the
service there will be a grand potluck supper to celebrate.
Gifts are definitely NOT requested, just your presence and a
contribution to the potluck supper, if you plan to stay after the service.
Christ’s Peace to each of you
Betty Lou & Peter Bowles

Church School Update - We will have registration next weekend,
Saturday and Sunday, September 10-11th. A combined all
ages group project is being planned for the 18th
and regular classes start on September 25th. The
nursery is being spruced up and Godly
Play will meet twice a month for ages
3-5. Church School will be offered
for grades 2-5 and Youth Group
for grades 6-8. Contact Wendy
Brazauskas for more info.
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“I Baptize You …”
Last Saturday we welcomed into the
Church through Holy Baptism
Ella Margaret Torre
Parents: John & Sara Torre
Godparents: Anne & Lars Fiedler
Eli Anthony Torre
Parents: John & Sara Torre
Godparents: Gretchen & Keith Daukas

Ladies Bible Study - the
Thursday 10:30 am Ladies Bible
Study which meets weekly at Louise
Smith’s home will resume on
September 15th.

Save the Date
Sunday, September 18th
after the 10 am service

Lay Schedule - Our autumn lay
schedule (September 10th November 27th) has been sent out to
everyone. If you need a copy contact
the parish office.

A

Acolyte Training

s we begin to gather again for our program year, it's time to brush up our
skills and welcome new people. We will have an acolyte training on Sunday,
September 25 after the 10 am service. The training will last about 20 minutes. This
is an opportunity for older acolytes to brush up or learn new skills and to welcome
any interested new acolytes. If you have any questions, please speak to Greg.
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† Labor Day

A

lmighty God, you have so linked our lives one with another that all we do affects,
for good or ill, all other lives: So guide us in the work we do, that we may do it not
for self alone, but for the common good; and, as we seek a proper return for our own labor,
make us mindful of the rightful aspirations of other workers, and arouse our concern for
those who are out of work; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

L

abor Day, the first Monday in September, is a creation of the labor movement and is
dedicated to the social and economic achievements of American workers. It
constitutes a yearly national tribute to the contributions
workers have made to the strength, prosperity and wellbeing of our country.
The first Labor Day holiday was celebrated on
Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City,
in accordance with the plans of the Central Labor Union.
The Central Labor Union held their second Labor Day
holiday just a year later. In 1884, the first Monday in
September was selected as the holiday, as originally
proposed. The idea spread with the growth of labor
organizations and in 1885 Labor Day was celebrated in
many industrial centers of the country.
The form that the observance and celebration of Labor Day should take was outlined in
the first proposal of the holiday - a street parade to exhibit to the public “the strength and
esprit de corps of the trade and labor organizations” of the community, followed by a
festival for the recreation and amusement of the workers and their families. Speeches by
prominent men and women were introduced later as more emphasis was placed upon the
economic and civic significance of the holiday. Still later, by a resolution of the American
Federation of Labor Convention of 1909, the Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as
Labor Sunday and dedicated to the spiritual and educational
aspects of the labor movement.
Although Labor Day is a secular day, a number of
organizations and houses of worship express good wishes for
the day with prayers.
Prayer of Blessing the Work of Our Hands
Blessed be the works of your hands,
O Holy One.
Blessed be these hands that have touched life.
Blessed be these hands that have nurtured creativity.
Blessed be these hands that have held pain.
Blessed be these hands that have embraced with passion.
Blessed be these hands that have tended gardens.
Blessed be these hands that have planted new seeds.
Blessed be these hands that have harvested ripe fields.
Blessed be these hands that have cleaned, washed, mopped, scrubbed.
Blessed be these hands that have become knotty with age.
Blessed be these hands that are wrinkled and scarred from doing justice.
Blessed be these hands that have reached out and been received.
Blessed be these hands that hold the promise of the future.
Blessed be the works of your hands.
O Holy One.
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Alert: St. Paul’s Bakers
All the bakers who are making desserts* for the Woodbury
Progressive Dinner on September 11th are asked to .provide a
list of ingredients as we seek to be sensitive to our guests’
dietary and religious restrictions. *Finger Food Desserts only.
Contact Barbara Grant: (203) 262-6401 or grantjb@mac.com.

This Weekend’s Readings
Demands of Discipleship
Jeremiah 18:1-11
n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet puts forth an allegory for God’s dealings
with Jerusalem and Judah: it is like the hands of a potter working clay.
Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17
With marvelous wisdom God alone perceives the heights and depths of life.
Philemon 1-21
This reading contains most of the letter that Paul sent to Philemon asking that he receive
back in love the runaway slave Onesimus, who was voluntarily returning to him.
Luke 14:25-33
In our gospel Jesus speaks of the necessity of counting the full cost of discipleship. To
follow Jesus in the way of the cross means to surrender the whole of one’s life. Any
relationship which interferes with this primary commitment must be hated. Jesus tells the
crowds two stories to make them consider carefully whether they are ready and able to
follow him completely.

I

Stewardship Reflection
“Everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple.”
Luke 14:33

W

hen we first hear this statement, it seems that Jesus is making an unrealistic
demand upon us. How can we renounce all of our possessions? We need
them to live. However, what we must renounce is the belief that they belong to us.
Everything that we have belongs to God alone. All of our resources are entrusted to
us not only for our own use, but also so that we can help others. Once we renounce the idea
that we possess or are entitled to anything, it is much easier to share the many gifts that God
has given us. Then we truly are His Disciples.
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Carolyn Koch Memorial Scholarship

A

re you a member of St. Paul’s Church or a
child or a grandchild of a member of the
church? Then you may be eligible for this
scholarship! To be eligible you must be attending or will
attend an accredited two or four year undergraduate program.
Major area of study is or will be education, nursing, religious studies,
social work, or a related field in the service of humankind. Contact the
church office for an application.

“L

ord, you have searched me out and known me;
you know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.” Even for those (or
perhaps, especially for those) trying to be faithful stewards,
God’s discerning our thoughts from afar has to give us
pause. How can we possibly keep our minds thinking and
acting in the way God would have us respond to life?
How are you doing with prayer, study, service to others,
giving, and being faithful in community worship and
activity.

Paver Requests - Please submit your requests for pavers by Thursday,
September 15th. The more we have to be engraved, the better the price.
Submit your forms to either Barbara Elmore or Mariana Daniels. Make check
payable to St. Paul’s Church with “Pavers” on the memo line. Each paver is
$100. Please attach your check to the form. Thanks your for your interest to
continue to beautify our patio.
Thank you to
everyone who
answered the
plea for specific
items during
August. And
thank you to the
faithful eight
ladies who
volunteered
their time to
work at the Food
Bank during the
month.
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F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of each
month we encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. The food bank is
not able to accept items past their labeled expiration date.
Immediate Needs for the Woodbury Food
Bank are:
Flour
Sugar
Mayo
Spaghetti Sauce in a jar
Cereal – no corn flakes
Chowder
Chicken Gumbo
Beef Gumbo
Chicken and Beef Broth
Jelly no grape

Kleenex
Dove soap
Laundry detergent

New Start Ministry
Greetings from New Start
Ministry!

O

ur interfaith journey is
well begun. We have
submitted a comprehensive cosponsorship application to
Integrated Refugee & Immigrant
Services (IRIS) that demonstrates
that all aspects of refugee
resettlement have been
considered. This application has
been provisionally accepted! Our
next task is to raise the funds needed to support this work. Our fundraising goal is
$12,000, which will allow us to support all the initial costs a family faces in their new start.
(This includes everything from housing to new beds & bedding to all the necessary
expenses of daily living until the family can be self-sufficient, typically within six months
of arrival.)
We are looking for each congregation to
In the words of Somali poet, Warsan Shire:
play a part in supporting this work. IRIS is
no one would leave home
eagerly awaiting our signal that we are ready
unless home chased you to the shore
for our family, but this signal cannot be given
unless home told you
until we have sufficient monies raised to
to quicken your legs
support these refugees in their new start. It is
leave
your clothes behind
up to each congregation to determine how best
crawl
through the desert
to raise money to contribute to this cause.
wade through the oceans
Please respond generously and promptly!
drown
We could be assigned a family as early as
save
September if we have an enthusiastic and
be hungry
bountiful response to this request. Join us in
beg
this ministry, a chance to put your faith into
forget pride
action on a local level. Participate in changing
your survival is more important
the lives of these people who have lost so
much.
Since St Paul’s Episcopal Church, Woodbury, has accepted financial responsibility for
this initiative, we will have our donated monies held by St. Paul’s Church under a separate
account solely for the use of New Start Ministry. Therefore, checks should be made payable
to St. Paul’s Church with New Start Ministry on the memo line, and mailed to New Start
Ministry, c/o St. Paul’s Church, P.O. Box 5002, 294 Main Street South, Woodbury, CT
06798.
Working together, we can play a vital role in helping a family not only survive but create
a new life. Please join us.
Yours in peace,
New Start Ministry
Please note: The leadership team for this ministry is composed of people affiliated with the
following houses of worship: St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Woodbury; Our Savior Lutheran
Church, Thomaston; Covenant Church of Thomaston; St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Terryville; Mattatuck Unitarian Universalist Society, Woodbury; Christ Church Episcopal,
Watertown; and United Methodist Church, Woodbury. People from ten other local faith
communities have already expressed interest in assisting in this project. Will you join us?
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8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
9:45 am - Church School
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist
11:00am - Acolyte Training

7:30 am - Holy Eucharist
12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef

28

27

25 19 Pentecost

26

7:30 am - Holy Eucharist
12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef

7:00 pm - Vestry Meeting

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
9:45 am - Church School
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist
11:00 am - Parish Picnic

1:30 pm - New Start Meeting

23

16

10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home

29 St. Michael &
30
All Angels

10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home

22

18 18 Pentecost

21 St. Matthew

15

20

19

14 Holy Cross Day

10:30 am - C.I.A. Discussion
Group at Louise Smith’s home

6:30 pm - Finance Committee
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9

2

1
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Fri

Thu

7:30 am - Holy Eucharist
12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef

8:00 am - Holy Eucharist
9:45 am - Church School
Registration
10:00 am - Holy Eucharist
4:00 pm - Woodbury
Progressive Dinner

11 17 Pentecost

12

7:30 am - Holy Eucharist
12:00 pm - Men’s Luncheon,
Charcoal Chef

4:30 pm - Executive Committee

9:00 am - Holy Eucharist

7

6

5 Labor Day

4 16 Pentecost

Wed

Tue

Mon

September 2016

Sun

10

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist &
Healing
6:00 pm - Care4Christophe
Pasta Dinner

24

5:00 pm - Holy Baptism &
Holy Eucharist

17

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist &
Bowles 50th Anniversary
Celebration & Potluck

10

5:00 pm - Holy Eucharist

3

Sat

Participating in the Services
Saturday, September 3rd
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
Lis Blum, JoAnn Plunske
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, September 4th
9 am
Ushers
Maureen & Jack Well
Lectors
Isobel Moore, Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Lois Zane
Intercessor Duke Breon
Counter
Leslie Albrecht
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Dory Holmes, Norma Leavenworth

Saturday, September 10th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Barbara Grant
Peter Bowles, Betty Lou Bowles
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, September 11th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Suzi Forrest, Dick Leavenworth
Joan Wilson
Beverly Deickler
Suzi Forrest

10 am
Ushers
Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota
Lectors
Rich Buckley, Amy Williams
Chalicers Phoebe Hale, Amy Williams
Intercessor Duke Breon
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird, Lori Cook

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Please contact Barbara Elmore to volunteer!

Notice
Starting the
Sunday after
Labor Day,
Sunday,
September 11th
we resume our
normal schedule
of services at 8:00
and 10:00 am.

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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