E-Connections

August 25, 2016

© 2016 St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 294 Main Street South, Woodbury, CT 06798 • (203) 263-3541 • st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Pg 2 - Bowles 50th;

Episcopal Relief & Development Supporting
Gulf Coast Dioceses after Major Flooding

Treasurer’s Note

Please consider donating to Episcopal Relief & Development

In This Issue:

Pg 3 - Bowles’
Letter; Church
School
Pg 4 - New Start
Pg 5 - Bakers;
Readings
Pg 6 - Scholarship;
Reflection

Pg 7 - Status of
Women
Pg 8 - Progressive

Dinner
Pg 9 - Participating

A

fter horrendous flooding in Louisiana and
surrounding states, Episcopal Relief &
Development offered immediate support
via an emergency assistance grant. This grant
allows parishes to care for the most vulnerable
people in their surrounding communities.
Diocese of Western Louisiana Disaster
Coordinator Deacon Lois Maberry states: "As
conditions improve and there are needs for
volunteers I will send out other communications.
In the meantime, if churches would like to
donate something tangible, please consider gift cards. These are easily mailed to
the churches in the area and can be given out as needed for various supplies."
Here is a letter from The Rt. Rev. Morris K. Thompson, Jr., Bishop of the Diocese
of Louisiana, which was sent out August 15 and offers ways for communities to be
involved. To learn more about the situation, or to donate to the Episcopal Relief
& Development US Disaster Response Fund, please see the article here.
Collectively, with the whole Episcopal Church, we offer up this prayer taken from
Holy Women, Holy Men (Church Publishing, 2009):
Compassionate God, whose Son Jesus wept at the grave his friend Lazarus:
Draw near to us in this time of sorrow and anguish, comfort those who
mourn, strengthen those who are weary, encourage those in despair, and
lead us all to fullnesss of life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Redeemer, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God
for ever and ever. Amen.
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Bowles 50th Wedding Anniversary on September 10th
Dear St. Paul’s family,
We will be celebrating our 50th wedding
anniversary on September 10th this year. When
we realized that the 10th fell on a Saturday, we
asked Father Greg if we could celebrate our
anniversary at the 5 pm service. He said yes.
We are delighted to ask each of you to be a part
of that celebration by coming to the 5 pm
service on September 10 and rejoicing with us.
St. Paul’s has been a part of our lives for 40
years. You are family and we
would love to have you with us,
so this E-Connection invitation
is for you.
The celebration will be
concelebrated with Father Greg
and Rev. Mary Gates Priest at
Christ Church, Watertown and my Spiritual Director for 12
years. There will also be a dedication of the plaque with the
2 Great Commandments created by our son-in-law Sam
Pease, who is a director with Sasaki Associates, a design
firm in Boston. After the service there will be a grand
potluck supper to celebrate. If you would like to let us know
that you are coming you may e-mail Betty Lou @
honeylou@charter.net but a reply is not necessary.
Gifts are definitely NOT requested, just your presence
and a contribution to the potluck supper, if you plan to stay
after the service.
Christ’s Peace to each of you!
Betty Lou & Peter Bowles
From the Treasurer - As the summer winds down, parishioners are
encouraged to bring their pledged payments back into balance. Our
convenient electronic giving option will make your pledge payment available
whether or not you attend services. Remember, St. Paul's must pay its bills
each month despite parishioner attendance, and your pledge is the bulk of
our income! (We would like to have our pledge payments average about $14,500.00
per month according to our 2016 budget.)
Pledge Income:
May
$15,399.00
June
$12,113.00
July
$12,800.00
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August 18, 2016
Dear St. Paul’s family,
I woke this morning and realized that
this 50th wedding celebration is about
gratitude for all the friends and family
who have prayed for us throughout the
years. It is about our parish family,
blood family and the friends that God
has graced us with who have rejoiced
with us in our gladness & cried with us
in our sorrow and always kept us in their prayers. It is
about each of the many people who have touched our lives &
whose lives we have touched over the years. It is about
having faith in each other and forgiving each other. I n Jan
Karon’s book Come Rain or Come Shine she says, “Love
is an act of endless forgiveness.” It is true. It is also a
lifetime of striving and failing and striving again to cherish
and listen to each other, not only for Peter and me but also
for all of us and each of us to cherish each other and to listen
to each other.
Christ’s Peace to each of you,
Betty Lou & Peter Bowles
Church School Update - We will have
registration before and after the
10 am service on September
11th. We are planning a
combined ages class on
the 18th and regular
classes starting on September 25th.
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New Start Ministry
Greetings from New Start
Ministry!

O

ur interfaith journey is
well begun. We have
submitted a comprehensive cosponsorship application to
Integrated Refugee & Immigrant
Services (IRIS) that demonstrates
that all aspects of refugee
resettlement have been
considered. This application has
been provisionally accepted! Our
next task is to raise the funds needed to support this work. Our fundraising goal is
$12,000, which will allow us to support all the initial costs a family faces in their new start.
(This includes everything from housing to new beds & bedding to all the necessary
expenses of daily living until the family can be self-sufficient, typically within six months
of arrival.)
We are looking for each congregation to
In the words of Somali poet, Warsan Shire:
play a part in supporting this work. IRIS is
no one would leave home
eagerly awaiting our signal that we are ready
unless home chased you to the shore
for our family, but this signal cannot be given
unless home told you
until we have sufficient monies raised to
to quicken your legs
support these refugees in their new start. It is
leave
your clothes behind
up to each congregation to determine how best
crawl
through the desert
to raise money to contribute to this cause.
wade through the oceans
Please respond generously and promptly!
drown
We could be assigned a family as early as
save
September if we have an enthusiastic and
be hungry
bountiful response to this request. Join us in
beg
this ministry, a chance to put your faith into
forget pride
action on a local level. Participate in changing
your survival is more important
the lives of these people who have lost so
much.
Since St Paul’s Episcopal Church, Woodbury, has accepted financial responsibility for
this initiative, we will have our donated monies held by St. Paul’s Church under a separate
account solely for the use of New Start Ministry. Therefore, checks should be made payable
to St. Paul’s Church with New Start Ministry on the memo line, and mailed to New Start
Ministry, c/o St. Paul’s Church, P.O. Box 5002, 294 Main Street South, Woodbury, CT
06798.
Working together, we can play a vital role in helping a family not only survive but create
a new life. Please join us.
Yours in peace,
New Start Ministry
Please note: The leadership team for this ministry is composed of people affiliated with the
following houses of worship: St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Woodbury; Our Savior Lutheran
Church, Thomaston; Covenant Church of Thomaston; St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,
Terryville; Mattatuck Unitarian Universalist Society, Woodbury; Christ Church Episcopal,
Watertown; and United Methodist Church, Woodbury. People from ten other local faith
communities have already expressed interest in assisting in this project. Will you join us?
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Alert: St. Paul’s Bakers
All the bakers who are making desserts* for the Woodbury
Progressive Dinner on September 11th are asked to .provide a
list of ingredients as we seek to be sensitive to our guests’
dietary and religious restrictions. *Finger Food Desserts only.
Contact Barbara Grant: (203) 262-6401 or grantjb@mac.com.

This Weekend’s Readings
Take the Lower Place
Jeremiah 2:4-13
n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet gives voice to the Lord’s bafflement with
the families of Israel, who have strayed far and no longer seek for God.
Psalm 81:1, 10-16
A psalm of festival praise and an exhortation to worship the Lord alone.
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
In this reading Christians are urged to live moral, hospitable, and charitable lives,
recalling the faith and examples of their leaders, but especially the unchanging Jesus.
Luke 14:1, 7-14
In the gospel Jesus tells a parable about humility and teaches his host that he should
invite the poor and infirm to his feasts. Both the parable and the teaching have a still deeper
significance. The reign of God is the Lord’s gift, which comes to those who do not presume
their place in it. By his actions as well as his words Jesus’ ministry shows that the kingdom
is open to those who are considered by others to be outcasts. People who share in God’s
ruling love
and justice
are to have a
transformed
attitude
toward the
poor and
needy.

I

Stewardship Reflection
“Rather, when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, the blind; blessed indeed will you be because of their
inability to repay you."
Luke 14:13 -14

W

e have a difficult time with the concept of giving without
expecting something in return. Even when we give to
charity we often want something in return - a raffle ticket, a dinner, or
a chance to play golf. Yet, as Christian stewards we need to remember
that the true reward for our giving awaits us in heaven.
5

Carolyn Koch Memorial Scholarship

A

re you a member of St. Paul’s Church or a
child or a grandchild of a member of the
church? Then you may be eligible for this
scholarship! To be eligible you must be attending or will
attend an accredited two or four year undergraduate program.
Major area of study is or will be education, nursing, religious studies,
social work, or a related field in the service of humankind. Contact the
church office for an application.

“D

o not neglect to show hospitality
to strangers, for by doing that
some have entertained angels unaware.”
Blessed are those who make service to
others an ingrained part of their
stewardship lives. “Pay it forward” and
“pass it on” are current mantras for some in
our society. We have been so blessed by
our Creator that these reminders should be
welcomed and, yes, sought out tasks for us.

Paver Requests - Please submit your requests for pavers by Thursday,
September 15th. The more we have to be engraved, the better the price.
Submit your forms to either Barbara Elmore or Mariana Daniels. Make check
payable to St. Paul’s Church with “Pavers” on the memo line. Each paver is
$100. Please attach your check to the form. Thanks your for your interest to
continue to beautify our patio.

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of each
month we encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. The food bank is
not able to accept items past their labeled expiration date.
Immediate Needs for the Woodbury Food
Bank are:
Flour
Sugar
Mayo
Spaghetti Sauce in a jar
Cereal – no corn flakes
Chowder
Chicken Gumbo
Beef Gumbo
Chicken and Beef Broth
Jelly no grape
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Kleenex
Dove soap
Laundry detergent
St. Paul’s volunteers are helping
at the Food Bank every
Friday during the
month of August!
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, August 27th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White
Jeff Leavenworth, Peter Bowles
Gaby Drews

Sunday, August 28th
9 am
Ushers
Judie Ferris, Suzi Forrest
Lectors
Bonnie Leavenworth, Duke Breon
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Mieke Weggeman
Intercessor Isobel Moore
Acolytes
Owen & Phoebe Hale
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones,
Wrey Trompeter
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Bonnie Leavenworth

Saturday, September 3rd
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
Lis Blum, JoAnn Plunske
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, September 4th
9 am
Ushers
Maureen & Jack Well
Lectors
Isobel Moore, Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Lois Zane
Intercessor Duke Breon
Counter
Leslie Albrecht
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Dory Holmes, Norma Leavenworth

We are beginning work on our autumn lay schedule. Please contact the
parish office or your lay ministry coordinator as soon as possible about your
schedule availability for the fall (September thru November).
Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
August 28th -

Notice
Starting the
Sunday after
Labor Day,
Sunday,
September 11th
we resume our
normal schedule
of services at 8:00
and 10:00 am.

Betty Lou Bowles

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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