E-Connections

June 23, 2016

© 2016 St. Paul's Episcopal Church, 294 Main Street South, Woodbury, CT 06798 • (203) 263-3541 • st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

In This Issue:
Pg 2 - Work in
Progress
Pg 3 - St. Peter &
St. Paul
Pg 4 - Readings
Pg 5 -Mission to
Seafarers
Pg 6 - Participating

This Date on the Church Calendar
Friday, June 24th
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist

J

ohn the Baptist, the prophet, and forerunner of Jesus,
was the son of elderly parents, Elizabeth and
Zechariah, and was related to Jesus on his mother’s side.
His birth is celebrated six months before Christmas Day,
since, according to Luke, Elizabeth became pregnant six
months before the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary.
John figures prominently in all four Gospels, but the
account of his birth is given only in the Gospel according to
Luke. His father, Zechariah, a priest of the Temple at
Jerusalem, was struck speechless because he doubted a
vision foretelling John’s birth. When his speech was
restored, Zechariah uttered a canticle of praise, the
Benedictus, which is one of the canticles in the Daily Office.
John lived ascetically in the desert. He was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt, and ate locusts and wild
honey. He preached repentance, and called upon people to
prepare for the coming of the Kingdom and of the Messiah, baptizing his followers to
signify their repentance and new life. Jesus himself was baptized by John in the Jordan.
John had many followers, some of whom became Jesus’ disciples. Because of his
denunciation of the sins of Herod, especially Herod’s incestuous marriage, John incurred the
enmity of Herodias, Herod’s wife, and was put in prison. Through Herodias’ plotting with
Salome, her daughter, Herod was led to promise a gift to Salome, who demanded John’s
head. John was thereupon executed. John is remembered during Advent as a prophet, and at
Epiphany as the baptizer of Jesus. The Gospel according to John quotes the Baptist as
saying to his followers that Jesus is the Lamb of God, and prophesying, “He must increase,
but I must decrease” (John 3:30).

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
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July 2 5:00 pm
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9:00 am

New Start Ministry, Pearson Room
Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Holy Eucharist
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Morning Prayer

“T

he fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and selfcontrol.” Quite a list for
those who wish to be his
disciples, stewards, and
friends. Do you agree that
we all have ne shortage of
things on which to work?
Note from Brenda

I

forget if some kind person said the composting, egg carton and used up
markers would be handled. Please let me know. Otherwise, I'll plead with all
of you to please continue this earth focused stewardship. I noticed an
accumulation of egg cartons in the coat area. Those can be dropped off at the
Southbury Training School, at the house rather than the larger structure. If there are
questions, please feel free to email me at weirhome251@yahoo.com. God bless, Bren

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of each
month we encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. For an up
to date list of the priority needs of the Woodbury
Food Bank see the handout sheet in food collection
basket in the narthex. The food bank is not able to
accept items past their labeled expiration date.
Immediate food bank request are: Canned cat food & canned
chicken. Gluten free items. No chicken noodle soup! Thank you.

Click for more info.
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This Date on the Church Calendar
Wednesday, June 29th

St. Peter & St. Paul, Apostles

P

eter and Paul, the two greatest
leaders of the early Church, are
commemorated separately, Peter on January
18, for his confession of Jesus as the
Messiah, and Paul on
January 25, for his
conversion, but they are
commemorated together
on June 29 in observance
of the tradition of the
Church that they both
died as martyrs in Rome
during the persecution
under Nero, in 64.
Paul, the welleducated and
cosmopolitan Jew of the
Dispersion, and Peter, the uneducated
fisherman from Galilee, had differences of
opinion in the early years of the Church
concerning the mission to the Gentiles.
More than once, Paul speaks of rebuking
Peter for his continued insistence on Jewish
exclusiveness; yet their common
commitment to Christ and the proclamation
of the Gospel proved stronger than their
differences; and both eventually carried that
mission to Rome, where they were martyred.
According to tradition, Paul was granted the
right of a Roman citizen to be beheaded by a
sword, but Peter suffered the fate of his Lord,
crucifixion, though with head downward.

A generation after their martyrdom,
Clement of Rome, writing to the Church in
Corinth, probably in 96 A.D., says: “Let us
come to those who have most recently
proved champions; let us
take up the noble
examples of our own
generation. Because of
jealousy and envy the
greatest and most
upright pillars of the
Church were persecuted
and competed unto
death. Let us bring
before our eyes the good
apostles - Peter, who
because of unrighteous
jealousy endured not one or two, but
numerous trials, and so bore a martyr’s
witness and went to the glorious place that he
deserved. Because of jealousy and strife
Paul pointed the way to the reward of
endurance; seven times he was imprisoned,
he was exiled, he was stoned, he was a
preacher in both east and west, and won
renown for his faith, teaching uprightness to
the whole world, and reaching the farthest
limit of the west, and bearing a martyr’s
witness before the rulers, he passed out of
the world and was taken up into the holy
place, having proved a very great example of
endurance.”

Greg’s Sermons - Greg’s sermons are available each week on our website
StPaulsWoodbury.org by using the Sermon pull-down tab or by using the following
link: www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons.

Stewardship Reflection
“For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh; rather serve one another
through love.”
Galatians 5:13

W

e like to celebrate the fact that we are free to
“live the good life.” But Jesus calls us to a
different kind of freedom. St. Paul reminds us that Jesus
sets us free so that we can serve one another, share our
gifts and promote God’s work here on earth to glorify
His name and not honor ourselves.
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This Weekend’s Readings
Demands of Discipleship
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
rom the Hebrew Bible we hear the story of the taking up of the prophet Elijah into
heaven and the passing on of his power to Elisha.
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20
The psalm asks that God endow the king with compassionate justice and righteousness
and that his reign may extend over all nations and throughout all generations. To him shall
kings from distant lands bring gifts.
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
In this lesson Paul describes the character of Christian freedom. It enables one to fulfill
the spirit of the entire law by loving one’s neighbor as oneself.
Luke 9:51-62
In our gospel we hear how Jesus on his way to Jerusalem encounters opposition and
misunderstanding, and then speaks with several would-be disciples. The Samaritans reject
Jesus because they were opposed to worship in Jerusalem. James and John wish to punish
them, but this is not Jesus’ way. Potential followers are bid to count the cost, and Jesus
points out that true discipleship means leaving other things behind. This can cause the
painful rupture of past ties and relationships.

F

A

Altar Guild Seeks New Members

re you looking for a ministry at St. Paul’s where you can participate and
learn as you go and it does not involve reading or being in front of a group
of people? Consider the Altar Guild. The Altar Guild is a quiet ministry. Their
work is done behind the scene, before the
service begins and after it ends.
Each member belongs to a team of 3 or 4
and the teams rotate every 2 weeks (1st and
16th of each month). We are looking for new
members to join our ministry. Men, women
and young adults are welcome to join. The
time commitment is minimal as the set up and
clean up take a half hour or less per service
and members do not handle all services.
If you are interested, please contact Lynda
Jones at 203-263-0855 or at ldj217@msn.com.
You can also speak with any Altar Guild
member listed in the bulletin.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, June 25th
5 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicer

Marianne Daly, Thayer Daly-Lehman
Pam Lehman, Matthew Daly-Lehman
Gaby Drews

Sunday, June 19th
9 am
Ushers
Dick Leavenworth, Lynda Jones
Lectors
Duke Breon, Amy Williams
Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Amy Williams
Intercessor Lynda Jones
Acolytes
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones,
Wrey Trompeter
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Mieke Weggeman, Joan Wilson

Saturday, July 2nd
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
Lis Blum, John Dransfield
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, July 3rd
9 am
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicers

Judie Ferris, Joan Wilson
Ed Hord, Bonnie Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth,
Wrey Trompeter
Intercessor Dick Leavenworth
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Lori Cook
Bonnie Leavenworth, Joan Wilson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
June 19th
June 26th

-

Sue & Marty Taylor
Barbara Elmore

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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