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† Pentecost Sunday

T

his Sunday we celebrate the Day of Pentecost, 50 days after Easter Day. The word
“Pentecost” comes from the Greek word Pentēkostē, which means “the 50th day.”
In the Old Testament, “Pentecost” refers to the Feast of
Weeks, a seven-week agricultural event that focused on the
harvesting of first crops. Josephus, a first-century Jewish
historian, also used the word “Pentecost” to refer to the 50th
day after the first day of Passover.
In the New Testament, “Pentecost” refers to the coming of
the Spirit shortly after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and
ascension:
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came
a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there
were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native
language of each” (Acts 2:1-6, NRSV).
(Continued on page 2)
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Holy Eucharist
Day of Pentecost: Whitsunday
Holy Eucharist
Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist
Vestry Meeting
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Progressive Dinner Meeting
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist & Healing
Trinity Sunday
Holy Eucharist
Church School
Holy Eucharist
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Pentecost

Christians came to understand the meaning of Pentecost in terms
of the gift of the Spirit, and the Pentecost event as the fulfillment of
Jesus’ promise concerning the return of the Holy Spirit.
Speaking in tongues, a manifestation of receiving the Spirit, is
interpreted by some to symbolize the church’s worldwide mission,
and the Day of Pentecost is thought to be the origin of sending the
church out into the world.
The Day of Pentecost is identified by the Book of Common
Prayer as one of the feast days “especially appropriate” for baptism
(Book of Common Prayer, p. 312). Because of this, Pentecost is
also known as “Whitsun” or “Whitsunday” (“White Sunday”), a
term used to describe the white baptismal garments worn by those
who were baptized at the Vigil of Pentecost and then worn to
church on the Day of Pentecost.

Pavers - Our entrance patio was designed and started by Tom Haynes
in 2007 for the purpose of placing memorials and or celebrations for
loved ones of our St. Paul’s family. To request engraved and installed
paver’s for our front patio, please contact Mariana Daniels, 203-263-6308
or e-mail at danielsmp@aol.com. The cost of an engraved paver is $100.

Refugee Co-Sponsorship Meetings

R

ecently we’ve had two vibrant, energetic orientation meetings for our refugee cosponsorship project. More than twenty-five people attended, representing ten
different faith communities. The support for our project was incredible!
Now, it’s time to push forward with the next step.
On Wednesday May 25th, at 7:00 pm, we will be convening a meeting of people who
have attended one of the orientation meetings and have expressed interest in helping in some
capacity. Please place this date on your calendar more to follow.
Please prayerfully consider your potential
involvement in this program. If you have any
questions about the program or how your talents
might be of assistance, feel free to contact either Fr.
Greg (203-263-3541 / welinstpauls@yahoo.com) or
Susan Suhr (203-231-2992 /
susan.e.suhr@gmail.com). You can also find refugee co-sponsorship information on the
IRIS website: http://www.irisct.org/cosponsor.html

2

Stewardship Reflection
“The Advocate, the Holy Spirit whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything and remind you of all that I told you.”
John 14:26

T

he materialism of our society lures us to
concentrate more on what we want than
on what God wants for us. The relativism of our
world tells us that we should be tolerant of all things, that there is no absolute truth. Pray to
the Holy Spirit to put the right words in our mouths when challenged about our faith.

Ben’s Bells Project

B

en’s Bells is a ceramic workshop whose sole mission is the creation of connected
communities through the practice of intentional kindness. Founded in Arizona,
where it has two locations, the only other site of this
project is here in Connecticut, where it was
established after the Sandy Hook tragedy in 2012.
On June 4, St. Paul’s has the opportunity to
become involved in a group experience at
this organization. During an hour and a half
Where: 32 Stony Hill
program, we will learn the mission and story
Road, Bethel, CT
behind Ben’s Bells and how the practice of
When: June 4
intentional kindness benefits all of us.. We
will create pieces for Ben’s Bells, learning
2:45 - 4:15 pm
basic ceramic processes as we stamp and
Cost: $8 per person
paint the clay that will later become a part of
RSVP: by May 31 to
the ongoing chain of kindness that furthers a
Karen Nash at 203-888
mission of spreading kindness. For the final
-1670 or
15 minutes, participants will have the
kmnofct@aol.com
opportunity to learn more about how
kindness affects others and practice kindness skills.
What: Group Experience
at Ben’s Bells

Please join us. The time of the group experience
has been chosen to allow people to go to the
Saturday Night service following the workshop,
where we will all enjoy pizza afterward. An RSVP
for this event is essential, however, as the project
coordinators need to prepare to host the number of
participants.
This program is a part of the Intergenerational
Service series that St. Paul’s has hosted for the past
school year, and marks the end of formal church
school until September. There will be no Sunday
School classes on June 5.
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Volunteer Opportunity - Woodbury Progressive Dinner

O

n Sunday, September 11, 2016 from 4 - 10 pm Community
Services will be sponsoring a town wide Progressive Dinner with
the Churches in town hosting either appetizers or dinner. This will be a
major fundraiser for Community Services and a fun event for the town.
Mariana Daniels and Wrey Trompeter will be acting as Co-Chairs under
the leadership of Bob Taylor. Initial planning has been done and has
been approved by Bob and by the leaders of each of the churches. Now,
we need to fill in our committees.
Saint Paul’s will be hosting a dinner for 75 people. We need a food
committee to be in charge of organizing the dinner in conjunction with
the other two dinner churches. The entrée is chicken, so you will be
planning a meal around that. While the dinner churches do not have to
have the same meal, something similar would be appropriate. You will
also be organizing the set up/clean-up for Saint Paul’s which will take
place anytime Sunday after church.
We need a few people who are interested in helping with a raffle. We
are planning to have 10 high quality items. The items themselves will be
at the Senior Center where we will have dessert. However, we will have
pictures of the items and tickets on sale at each venue. Volunteers for
this committee will help procure items, decide on raffle tickets and
display, and sell tickets the evening of the dinner.
We will also need bakers who will make finger food for dessert. We are
looking for at least one person who is willing to coordinate the type and
amount as well as the arrangements for delivery.
The assignment committee will be meeting with members from the
other churches to assign people to the appetizer churches and then
reshuffle for the dinner churches. They will also be organizing rides for
anyone who needs them. They will let the food committees know of any
allergies as noted on the reservation form.
Committees are starting to form now so that planning can be done
before the summer. Then, when September arrives, we will be ready to
go. There will be sign-up sheets at each of the church services and in the
Pearson Room. Please sign up for this worthy cause. If you have any
questions, please contact Mariana or Wrey.
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Help Put JoAnn & Theo Back on the Road Again

P

arishioner JoAnn Plunske attends our Saturday service. But JoAnn is actually a
party of two, for wherever she goes, so goes her
handsome and very friendly service dog, Theo. Theo has settled
right in to everything that happens at church.
JoAnn has lived in Woodbury since 2004, at Spruce Bank
Farm. Perhaps you have seen her over the years as she went
about her local errands in her wheelchair-accessible van, always
with her faithful service dog (Luke for 10 years, now Theo) by
her side.
But JoAnn is very well known beyond Woodbury, and
especially in Waterbury, as she and Theo have for years traveled
in their van to both hospitals and also many nursing homes in the
area.
Everywhere they go, their pet therapy ministry brings good
cheer and smiles to people who's days are often painful or lonely or worrisome. When they
visit children, the response is truly a beautiful thing to witness!
Alas, JoAnn's van has succumbed to old-age, wear and tear, and rust. It has been over
four months since JoAnn has been able to do her ministry work or even drive herself to
church because she needs a great deal of financial help to buy a new van ($45,000 fully
equipped).
But help is on the way, through a Go-Fund-Me account established by a friend.
If you would like to help JoAnn buy a new van, all you have to do is follow these
instructions:

St. Paul's Total to
Date: $270
THANK YOU !

E

GoFundMe.com/wgnc4v9g
Every donation, large or small,
will soon make the new van a reality.

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing and
informal gathering of men, has been meeting for lunch at
the Charcoal Chef. Please feel free to join them!

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of each
month we encourage everyone to bring in food
donations for the Woodbury Food Bank. For an up
to date list of the priority needs of the Woodbury
Food Bank see the handout sheet in food collection
basket in the narthex. The food bank is not able to
accept items past their labeled expiration date.
Immediate food bank request are: Canned cat food & canned
chicken. Gluten free items. No chicken noodle soup! Thank you.
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PRAY FIRST launches new website
PRAY FIRST, together with the
Episcopal Church in Connecticut,
announces the launch of its new
website: www.prayfirstct.org
PRAY FIRST describes the site as an invitation to experience God's presence in
each moment of your life; a reminder that we can change our lives, our
relationships, and our meetings by the simple act of inviting God to be present in
them; and a reminder that in each moment there is an opportunity to begin our
prayer and our life anew.
PRAY FIRST is an emerging ministry network in the Episcopal Church in
Connecticut and beyond and the site reflects the network's commitment for
greater availability of communication tools and resources among all of our many
members and community constituents.
For more information and a list of founding team members, link to a blog post
here, and to the site here.

Baptism - We welcome into the Body of
Christ through the sacrament of Baptism,
Jacob Lawrence Halpert at our 10 am
service on Sunday. Jacob, 6 months old, is
the son of Michael & Wendy Halpert.
Congratulations.

CHORAL VESPERS BY CANDLELIGHT
THIS SUNDAY, MAY 15TH, 5:00PM
WOODWARD CHAPEL
25 THE GREEN, WATERTOWN

Choral Vespers by Candlelight with Cantus Excelsus is sung on or near the first Sunday of each month October
through May. Using the lections and plainsong tunes appropriate to the liturgical season and closing with an
organ meditation, this brief service combines the mystery and architectural drama of Woodward Chapel candelit
at night with the rich drama of the liturgy. All are welcome to partake in the peaceful tranquility of this ancient,
musically rich service of meditation.
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This Weekend’s Readings
Wind and Fire
Acts 2:1-21
his lesson tells the story of the Holy Spirit filling the apostles and empowering them
to share the message of the gospel with people of different languages. Clearly this
was a most dramatic moment in the life of the early church, an experience described in
terms of wind and fire. From this time forward the mighty works of God done in Jesus will
be told to all the peoples of the earth, crossing barriers of language and culture.

T

Psalm 104:25-35, 37
This psalm describes the wonders of the world created and renewed by the Lord’s Spirit.
Romans 8:14-17
In this lesson we hear that when we are moved by God’s Spirit, we become God’s
children and heirs with Christ.
John 14:8-17, (25-27)
In our gospel Jesus tells his disciples that in him the Father has been revealed, and he
promises the gift of another Counselor, the Spirit of truth, to be with them. The Lord is
speaking with his followers on the night before his death. Soon he will be taken away from
them, but all that they ask
the Father will now grant
in Jesus’ name. As they
continue to love Jesus
and keep his commands,
the Advocate, the
indwelling Spirit, will
lead them into further
truth and give them a
profound peace beyond
what the world can offer.

“A

ll of them look to you to give
them their food in due season.
You give it to them… you open your hand
and they are filled with good things.”
How’s that for a faithful steward’s reason
to always and everywhere give thanks?
God gives us everything we have - how can
we thank Him adequately except by
returning a faithful share of all those gifts
to Him and to others in His name?

C. I. A. - The weekly bible study group that meets each Thursday at Louise
Smith’s home has a new name. They are now calling themselves the C. I. A.
(Christians in Action) Discussion Group. They meet every Thursday at
10:30 am and are open to everyone.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, May 14th
5 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicer

Matthew Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman
Thayer Daly Lehman, Karen Nash
Karen Nash

Saturday, May 21st
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, May 15th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Joan Wilson
Beverly Deickler
Isobel Moore

10 am
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicers
Intercessor
Acolytes

Church School Youth
Church School Youth
Phoebe Hale, Amy Williams
Church School Youth
Owen Hale, Molly Robinson,
Ryan Trompeter
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Peg Robinson,
Joan Wilson

Jeff Leavenworth
Janet Congdon, Barbara Grant
Norma Leavenworth

Sunday, May 22nd
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Dick Leavenworth, Kathie Nichols
Bonnie Leavenworth
Brenda Weir
Dick Leavenworth

10 am
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicers
Intercessor
Acolytes

Julie & Tom Calkins
Tom Calkins, Duke Breon
Mieke Weggmena, Lois Zane
Susan Suhr
Erica Dionne, Nicole Dionne,
Lauren Trompeter
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Brenda Weir, Lois Zane
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Dory Holmes,
Mieke Weggeman

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 15th
May 22nd
May 29th

-

Dale & Jay Ambrose
Gaby Drews
Maureen Well

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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