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Help Put JoAnn & Theo Back on the Road Again

W

e have a new parishioner at our Saturday service, a lovely lady named JoAnn
Plunske. But JoAnn is actually a party of two, for wherever she goes, so goes her
handsome and very friendly service dog, Theo. As you can see from the photo, Theo has
settled right in to everything that happens at church, as he receives a blessing at the
communion rail, between Thayer and Matthew
Daly-Lehman and beside JoAnn.
JoAnn has lived in Woodbury since 2004, at
Spruce Bank Farm. Perhaps you have seen her
over the years as she went about her local
errands in her wheelchair-accessible van,
always with her faithful service dog (Luke for
10 years, now Theo) by her side.
But JoAnn is very well known beyond
Woodbury, and especially in Waterbury, as she
and Theo have for years traveled in their van to
both hospitals and also many nursing homes in
the area.
Everywhere they go, their pet therapy
ministry brings good cheer and smiles to people
who's days are often painful or lonely or
(Continued on page 2)
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JoAnn & Theo

worrisome. When they visit children, the response is truly a
beautiful thing to witness!
Alas, JoAnn's van has succumbed to old-age, wear and tear,
and rust. It has been over four months since JoAnn has been able
to do her ministry work or even drive herself to church because
she needs a great deal of financial help to buy a new van ($45,000
fully equipped).
But help is on the way, through a Go-Fund-Me account
established by a friend.
If you would like to help JoAnn buy a new van, all you have
to do is follow these instructions:
GoFundMe.com/wgnc4v9g
Every donation, large or small, will soon make the new van a reality.

Pavers - Our entrance patio was designed and started by Tom Haynes
in 2007 for the purpose of placing memorials and or celebrations for
loved ones of our St. Paul’s family. To request engraved and installed
paver’s for our front patio, please contact Mariana Daniels, 203-263-6308
or e-mail at danielsmp@aol.com. The cost of an engraved paver is $100.

Refugee Co-Sponsorship Meetings

R

ecently we had a vibrant, energetic orientation meeting for our refugee cosponsorship project. Twenty-five people attended, representing ten different faith
communities. The support for our project was incredible!
We will repeat the orientation presentation next Wednesday May 11th, at 7:00 pm. The
meeting will once again be in our Pearson Room. There is no obligation on your part to
participate in the project, you are welcome to simply join us to gather information. Feel free
to invite your friends and colleagues as well.
On Wednesday May 25th, once again at 7:00 pm, we will be
convening a meeting of people who have attended one of the
orientation meetings and have expressed interest in helping
in some capacity. Please place this date on your calendar more to follow.
Please prayerfully consider your potential involvement in
this program. If you have any questions about the program or how your talents might be of
assistance, feel free to contact either Fr. Greg (203-263-3541 / welinstpauls@yahoo.com) or
Susan Suhr (203-231-2992 / susan.e.suhr@gmail.com). You can also find refugee cosponsorship information on the IRIS website: http://www.irisct.org/cosponsor.html
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PRAY FIRST launches new website
PRAY FIRST, together with the
Episcopal Church in Connecticut,
announces the launch of its new
website: www.prayfirstct.org
PRAY FIRST describes the site as an invitation to experience God's presence in
each moment of your life; a reminder that we can change our lives, our
relationships, and our meetings by the simple act of inviting God to be present in
them; and a reminder that in each moment there is an opportunity to begin our
prayer and our life anew.
PRAY FIRST is an emerging ministry network in the Episcopal Church in
Connecticut and beyond and the site reflects the network's commitment for
greater availability of communication tools and resources among all of our many
members and community constituents.
For more information and a list of founding team members, link to a blog post
here, and to the site here.

House Church - Small Group Gathering - House Church at Father Fred’s
home is now reading Anam Cara by John O’Donohue. We would like to
invite you to come and explore with us the book’s invitation to the awareness
that friendship is the nature of God.
Jesus raised friendship to a sacred relationship when he said “Behold I call
you my friends.” This is a Friendship Blessing from Anam Cara. Please
consider joining us at 7pm on Thursday May 5 at Father Fred’s condo at 35
Heritage Village.
Please e-mail Betty Lou at Honeylou@charter.net or Father Fred at
frfred@sbcglobal.net to let us know if you will be joining us.
A Friendship Blessing
May you be blessed with good friends.
May you learn to be a good friend to yourself.
May you be able to journey to that place in your soul where
there is great love, warmth, feeling, and forgiveness.
May this change you.
May it transfigure that which is negative, distant, or cold in you.
May you be brought in to the real passion, kinship, and affinity of belonging.
May you treasure your friends.
May you be good to them and may you be there for them;
may they bring you all the blessing, challenges, truth,
and light that you need for your journey.
May you never be isolated.
May you always be in the gentle nest of belonging with your anam ċara.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Ascension Day
May 5th

T

he Feast of the Ascension of Jesus Christ is celebrated 40 days after Easter
Day, marking the conclusion of Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances and his
ascension into heaven. Although Ascension Day is on May 5th on this year’s
liturgical calendar, many parishes will observe it on this Sunday.
Celebration of this holy day dates back at least to the late fourth century, and
scriptural references to Jesus’ ascension occur in both The
Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel of Mark: “So when
they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He
replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said this,
Fifteenth-century illuminated
manuscript depicting the Ascension as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a
cloud took him out of their sight. While he was
of Christ
going and they were gazing up towards heaven,
suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They
said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up
towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you
saw him go into heaven’” (Acts 1: 6-11, NRSV).
“So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into
heaven and sat down at the right hand of God” (Mark 16:19, NRSV).
The Ascension of Jesus is also professed in the Apostles’ Creed and the
Nicene Creed: “He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
the Father” (Book of Common Prayer, pp.120, 358).

Stewardship Reflection
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end.”
Revelation 22:13
his is a reminder of how we should live our lives
24 hours a day, 7 days a week - putting God first in
all that we do. Not only when we are at church services and parish activities, but when we
are in the world, at work or at school. Living gratefully and generously is a lifestyle, it’s
how we should make all our decisions.

T

Forward Day by Day
The Forward Day by Day for May, June & July is now
available in the pamphlet racks in the narthex and hallway to
the parish hall. Forward Day by Day contains a scripture verse
and meditation for each day. We have pocket size and large
print versions in our racks.
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This Weekend’s Readings
Unity in Christ
Acts 16:16-34
his reading tells of the imprisonment of Paul and Silas after Paul had healed a slave
girl who was possessed by a spirit.
Psalm 97
A hymn to the awesome Lord and Ruler who brings the fire of judgment and light for
the righteous.
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21
In his final vision John the Seer pictures the glorious Lord Jesus coming to judge and to
save.
John 17:20-26
In our gospel Jesus prays for the unity of his present and future disciples with the Father
and himself. This is the closing of what has been called Jesus’ high-priestly prayer. The
unity for which he asks reaches deeper than outward signs or human comprehension. It is
the oneness of the Father’s love in the Son and of the Son in the Father. This love Jesus has
made known and it indwells his followers. Their unity will be a witness to the world. Jesus
prays that
his disciples
may behold
and share in
the glory
given to him
through the
Father’s love
before the
world began.

T

J

esus prays with the Disciples, “I ask not only on
behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who
will believe in me through their word, that they all may
be one.” And guess what? We are some of “those who
will believe in me through their word.” Down through
the ages, these words have been repeated and reread, and
though we certainly are not yet all one, one of the ways
we can show our gratitude to our Creator and Redeemer,
is to be part of that continuing band of the faithful who
are eager to spread the Good News.

C. I. A. - The weekly bible study group that meets each Thursday at Louise
Smith’s home has a new name. They are now calling themselves the C. I. A.
(Christians in Action) Discussion Group. They meet every Thursday at
10:30 am and are open to everyone.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, May 7th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Marianne Daly, Thayer Daly Lehman
Jeff Leavenworth, Matthew Daly Lehman

Sue Turner

Saturday, May 14th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, May 8th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Judie Ferris, Brenda Weir
Dick Leavenworth
Beverly Deickler
Brenda Weir

10 am
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicers
Intercessor
Acolytes

Kathy Baird, Russ DePace
Chris Jacques, Ed Hord
Maya Brazauskas, Ed Hord
Kathy Baird
Anna Culkin, Chris Culkin,
Andrew Trompeter
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Bonnie Leavenworth,
Norma Leavenworth, Nancy Twinem

Matthew Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman
Thayer Daly Lehman, Karen Nash
Karen Nash

Sunday, May 15th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Joan Wilson
Beverly Deickler
Isobel Moore

10 am
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicers
Intercessor
Acolytes

Church School Youth
Ed Daigneault, Amy Williams
Phoebe Hale, Amy Williams
Church School Youth
Owen Hale, Molly Robinson,
Ryan Trompeter
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Peg Robinson,
Joan Wilson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
May 8th
May 15th
May 22nd

-

Mother’s Day Breakfast
Dale & Jay Ambrose
Gaby Drews

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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