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Earth Day Celebration
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T

his Saturday, April
23rd in celebration
of Earth Day we will
be meeting in the
courtyard at 4:00 pm
to plant flowers.
Rev. Greg will be onhand to bless them and
we will then attend the 5:00 service followed by a
potluck supper. This family event is open to
everyone, at every age so come and join the fun!
Bring a dish for the supper and maybe a trowel or
too (for the planting!).

Join us on Sunday at 10 am for the Baptism of nine month old
Teagan Currier, daughter of Damian & Kristin Currier!

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat

Sun
Mon
Wed
Thu
Sat
Sun

Apr 23 10:00 am
2:30 pm
4:00 pm
5:00 pm
Apr 24
8:00 am
10:00 am
Apr 25 6:15 pm
Apr 27 7:30 am
12:00 pm
Apr 28 10:30 am
7:00 pm
Apr 30 5:00 pm
May 1
8:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am

Refugee / I.R.I.S. Meeting, Pearson Room
Book Group, Pearson Room
Youth Earth Day Celebration
Holy Eucharist
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist
Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist & Healing
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Holy Eucharist
Church School
Holy Eucharist

Refugee Co-Sponsorship Meeting on Saturday

T

his past November we hosted a joyful baby shower for Sama and her husband
Hussein, an Iraqi refugee family living in Waterbury. It was so successful, with
support from throughout our St. Paul’s family and from other parishes, that we felt called to
make a commitment to gather a team of people to resettle a new political refugee family
here in the Naugatuck valley.
St. Paul’s is participating in a refugee co-sponsorship program overseen by IRIS
(Integrated Refugee and Immigrant Services). It is our goal to form a committee of at least
10 dedicated people, to undertake the work of resettling a family in Connecticut and
assisting them with their first steps towards self-sufficiency and assimilation. We are
inviting you, along with leaders of faith communities and other organizations in Woodbury
and surrounding towns, to assist with this important humanitarian ministry.
On April 23, 2016, at 10:00 am we are hosting an organizational meeting in our
parish hall. Please prayerfully consider your potential involvement in this program. If you
have any questions about the program or how your talents might be of assistance, feel free to
contact either Fr. Greg (203-263-3541 / welinstpauls@yahoo.com) or Susan Suhr (203-2312992 / susan.e.suhr@gmail.com). You can also find refugee co-sponsorship information on
the IRIS website: http://www.irisct.org/cosponsor.html

St. Paul’s “In Celebration of Women” Breakfast
Carol Birch Tells a Story
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have an opportunity to
add to the lists, ask
he vestry held its regular monthly
clarifying questions
meeting on April 19th. We began
and then rank order the
with a lively conversation following the
items during the
reading of our current bible passage: Luke
sermon time at all
10:25-37. There were numerous
three services the
interesting stories about when we weekend of April 30had either helped or been helped May 1.
by a stranger. We moved on to a
Other items to note:
review of Chapter 2, “Reactions
Due to the shortage
to the Great Unraveling” (of the
of supply priests, Greg
“Euro-tribal churches”) in this year’s will be training a couple of people to become
book, Joining God, Remaking the Church,
Lay Readers who might lead Morning or
Changing the World. One of the central
Evening Prayer when Greg is away.
points is that Christians have been trying to
Anyone interested is invited to join us at 10
“fix” and “grow” the church for fifty years
a.m. this Saturday, April 23, in the Pearson
with little if any success. Perhaps it’s time to Room to explore working in partnership with
begin a different journey!
I.R.I.S. to co-sponsor & welcome a wellIn addition to the usual business of the
vetted refugee family into CT.
vestry, sharing information and approving
The Watertown Art League will rent the
financial reports, we spent time discussing
Pearson Room and hold an art show open to
how to involve the parish in the on-going
the public on Saturday, June 4.
Priest-In-Charge process. The vestry, with
The Super Book Sale is coming……June
the help of our consultant Rev. Jules Jodko, 18-20!!
has begun to define both the leadership gifts
Meanwhile, may everyone be enjoying the
and qualities we seek in a permanent rector
burgeoning spring.
and St. Paul’s core values. We will share
Yours in peace,
these lists of gifts/qualities and values with
Nancy Twinem, Senior Warden
the parish this coming week. Everyone will

Notes from the Senior Warden

T
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, April 25th

St. Mark, the Evangelist

A

disciple of Jesus, named Mark, appears in several places in the New Testament. If
all references to Mark can be accepted as referring to the same person, we learn
that he was the son of a woman who owned a house in Jerusalem, perhaps the same house
in which Jesus ate the Last Supper with his disciples. Mark may have been the young man
who fled naked when Jesus was arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane. In his letter to the
Colossians, Paul refers to “Mark the cousin of Barnabas,” who was with him in
his imprisonment. Mark set out with Paul and Barnabas on their first
missionary journey, but he turned back for reasons which failed to satisfy Paul
(Acts 15:36–40). When another journey was planned, Paul refused to have
Mark with him. Instead, Mark went with Barnabas to Cyprus. The breach
between Paul and Mark was later healed, and Mark became one of Paul’s
companions in Rome, as well as a close friend of Peter’s.
An early tradition recorded by Papias, Bishop of Hieropolis
in Asia Minor at the beginning of the second century, names
Mark as the author of the Gospel bearing his name. This
tradition, which holds that Mark drew his information from
the teaching of Peter, is generally accepted. In his First
Letter, Peter refers to “my son Mark,” which shows a close
relationship between the two men (1Peter 5:13).
The Church of Alexandria in Egypt claimed Mark as its first bishop
and most illustrious martyr, and the great Church of St. Mark in Venice
commemorates the disciple who progressed from turning back while on a
missionary journey with Paul and Barnabas to proclaiming in his Gospel Jesus of Nazareth
as Son of God, and bearing witness to that faith in his later life as friend and companion to
the apostles Peter and Paul.

Stewardship Reflection
“I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you also
should love one another.”
John 13:34

I

t is easy to love someone when they love us back. But it
takes courage for us to love someone when we feel
unappreciated, used or feel our opinion doesn’t matter. It takes
courage to “love my neighbor” when he may be someone I don’t
like, someone I don’t know or someone who doesn’t look like me.
Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register
online - click here for page with registration links.
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity
 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire
 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon
 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Paul's, Brookfield
 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk
 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Niantic
4

J

esus gives us a new commandment - “Love one another. Just
as I have loved you, you should also love one another … everyone
will know you are my disciples if you love one another.”
How better can we affirm that we are stewards and
disciples than by loving god in return, and by using our
gratitude and generosity to serve the needs of others?

Forward Day by Day
The Forward Day by Day for May, June & July is now
available in the pamphlet racks in the narthex and hallway to
the parish hall. Forward Day by Day contains a scripture verse
and meditation for each day. We have pocket size and large
print versions in our racks.

Presiding Bishop calls for prayers for Ecuador

P

residing Bishop and Primate Michael B. Curry has called for prayers for the
people and Dioceses of Ecuador following a devastating earthquake on April
17. Two dioceses of the Episcopal Church are located in Ecuador: Litoral Ecuador
led by Bishop Alfredo Morante and Central Ecuador led by Bishop Victor
Scantlebury.
A magnitude-7.8 earthquake hit the South American country on Sunday, April 17.
News reports indicate the death toll is over 200 people with 2500 injured.
The following is the message Presiding Bishop Curry sent to the bishops and
people:
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Please know that your brothers and
sisters throughout the Episcopal Church
are praying for you. We will be with you
during this time and in the days ahead.
You are not alone. May the love of God
embrace and strengthen you.
Your brother in Christ,
+Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church

Christian Yoga - The Christian Yoga group which meets every Monday in
the Parish Hall from 6:15 - 7:15 pm. Contact Brenda Weir for more info.
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This Weekend’s Readings
A New Commandment
Acts 11:1-18
n this reading from the story of the early church, followers of Jesus living in Judea
and Jerusalem are astonished to learn of the conversion of Gentiles as Peter tells them
of his heavenly vision and how the Holy Spirit fell upon the new believers.
Psalm 148
The whole of creation and all peoples join together in praise of the Lord.
Revelation 21:1-6
In this lesson John the Seer has a vision of the renewal of all creation and of the new
Jerusalem as the city in which God will abide with redeemed humanity. The old order has
passed away and death is no more, neither pain nor the causes of distress and sadness.
John 13:31-35
In our gospel lesson Jesus speaks to his disciples on the night that he is to be betrayed
and handed over to death. Yet his dying as the Son of Man will also be the way that God is
glorified - both because of Jesus’ sacrifice on behalf of others and because of his
resurrection and victory over the power of death. Jesus’ disciples will now be known by
their following of his new commandment - that they love one another with the same
sacrificial love he has shown them.

I

House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer
and study, concluding with Compline. If you would like to join House
Church on Thursday nights please e-mail Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net
or Betty Lou honeylou@charter.net.
C. I. A. - The weekly bible study group that meets each Thursday at Louise
Smith’s home has a new name. They are now calling themselves the C. I. A.
(Christians in Action) Discussion Group. They meet every Thursday at
10:30 am and are open to everyone.

H

ospice Memorial Service - On Thursday, May 5, at 7
pm, Hospice at Home will hold its Annual Memorial
Service at St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Oxford to celebrate
the lives of all those special people served throughout the year.
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Greg’s Sermons - Greg’s sermons are available each week on our website
StPaulsWoodbury.org by using the Sermon pull-down tab or by using the following link:
www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing and
informal gathering of men, has been meeting for lunch at
the Charcoal Chef. Please feel free to join them!
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, April 23rd
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Jeff Leavenworth
Jeff Leavenworth, John Dransfield
Norma Leavenworth

Saturday, April 30th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, April 24th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Colin Harley, Joan Wilson
Brenda Weir
Brenda Weir
Isobel Moore

10 am
Ushers
Julie & Tom Calkins
Lectors
Tom Calkins, Betty Lou Bowles
Chalicers Peter Bowles, Wrey Trompeter
Intercessor Peter Bowles
Acolytes
Molly Robinson, Andrew Trompeter
Counter
Peter Bowles
Altar Guild: Helen Burdick, Lynda Jones,
Wrey Trompeter
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Dory Holmes,
Bonnie Leavenworth, Nancy Twinem

Dale White
Lis Blum, Betty Lou Bowles
Gaby Drews
Sunday, May 1st

8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Dick Leavenworth, Lynda Jones
Bonnie Leavenworth
Beverly Deickler
Dick Leavenworth

10 am
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicers
Intercessor
Acolytes

Connie Baldwin, Heidi Szobota
Ed Daigneault, Amy Williams
Chris Jacques, Lois Zane
Ed Hord
Anna Culkin, Chris Culkin,
Alexandra Trompeter
Counter
Leslie Albrecht
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Betty Lou Bowles,
Brenda Weir, Joan Wilson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
April 24th
May 1st
May 8th

-

Renee Mulligan
Kathy & Rich Baird
Need a volunteer!

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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