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†  The Season of Easter 
 

E aster is full of stories: braves stories of disciples witnessing to their new faith in the 

risen Jesus; mysterious, wondrous, and challenging stories of an empty tomb and 

Jesus alive, bringing joy and courage to friends who had denied him, who were fearful and 

disheartened.  “Peace be with you.”  “I have seen the Lord.”  The Lord has risen indeed!”  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (John 

20:18-19; Luke 24:34; Matthew 28:19). 

 Early on the first day of the week, Jesus comes 

to Mary, who at first mistakes him for the gardener.  

“Mary!” he says to her, and she recognizes her risen 

Lord (John 20:11-18).  Later that day he is a wayfarer 

opening the scriptures for Cleopus and another disciple 

who are on their way to the village of Emmaus, where 

he will be known to them in the breaking of the bread 

(Luke 24:13-35).  Then Thomas cannot believe unless 

he sees and touches the marks of the nails and the 

wound in Jesus’ side.  A week later Jesus stands 

among them and invites Thomas to reach out and 

touch.  “My Lord and my God!” Thomas responds 

(John 20:24-29).  Several weeks afterward, disciples 

are fishing on Lake Galilee (or Tiberias) when, just 

after daybreak, there is Jesus standing on the beach, 

though at first they do not recognize him (John 21:1-14). 

There are yet more stories of Jesus’ appearing to his disciples.  Paul tells of an 

appearance to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at once (1 Corinthians 15:6).  

Sometimes they are frightened and doubting, thinking they may have seen a ghost, before 

their fears are overcome and they are filled with new hope and joy (Luke 24:36-43). 

These are, indeed, wondrous and challenging stories in which Jesus is at first often not 

recognized.  But there must have been something in the timbre of his voice.  They see his 

scars.  They know him in the breaking of the bread - in the sharing of the bread and wine.  

The Spirit of Jesus is alive among them!  God’s love overcomes even the mighty power of 

death.  The disciples can tell his stories again and then eat of the bread and wine with him.  

They can again tell of the inbreaking kingdom of God and proclaim the Lord Jesus who now 

is King of the realm of God’s ways.  He not only spoke the words of God to them, he 

himself is God’s Word of new life to all people.  They have joy to share, a witness to offer, 

a service to render.  Fear and guilt in their lives have been replaced by peace and a new 

faith, and we are now called to retell their stories and help bring peace, renewed faith, joy, 

courage, and love to the world. 
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HOLY WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Thursday Mar 24  Maundy Thursday 
  6:30 pm Meal, Liturgy, Foot Washing, Stripping of the Altar 
Friday Mar 25  Good Friday 
  12:00 pm  Good Friday Liturgy 
  7:00 pm  Ecumenical Good Friday Service 

at North Congregational Church, Woodbury 
Saturday Mar 26  Holy SaturdayHoly SaturdayHoly Saturday   
  11:00 am  Youth pre-Easter Gathering 
  5:00 pm  Great Vigil of Easter 
Sunday Mar 27  Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter DaySunday of the Resurrection: Easter DaySunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day
   7:00 am  Sunrise Ecumenical Service at the Hollow 
   8:30 am  Holy Eucharist 
     Easter Brunch Between Services 
   10:30 am  Holy Eucharist 
     Easter Egg Hunt 

“O n this day the Lord has 
acted; we will rejoice and 

be glad in it”  May we strive to be 
rejoicing stewards not only in the 
Easter season, but the whole year 
through - always thankful and 
grateful for our many blessings.  
Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

Prayer Vigil Sign Up 
 

Following our Maudy Thursday service this evening, we begin our annual Maundy 

Thursday to Good Friday Prayer Vigil.  A signup sheet on a clipboard in located in the front 

of the church.  “So, could you not watch with me one hour? .Watch and pray that you may 

not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  Matt 26:40-41. 
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Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register 
online - click here for page with registration links. 
 
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity  

 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford 

 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville 

 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire 

 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon 

 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Paul's, Brookfield 

 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk 

 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Niantic 

    

Bishop’s Word to the Church 

A Word to the Church 
from the House of Bishops of The Episcopal Church 

Holy Week 2016  
 

 
On Good Friday the ruling political forces of the day tortured and executed an 
innocent man.  They sacrificed the weak and the blameless to protect their own 
status and power.  On the third day Jesus was raised from the dead, revealing not 
only their injustice but also unmasking the lie that might makes right. 
 
In a country still living under the shadow of the lynching tree, we are troubled by 
the violent forces being released by this season's political rhetoric.  Americans are 
turning against their neighbors, particularly those on the margins of society.  They 
seek to secure their own safety and security at the expense of others.  There is 
legitimate reason to fear where this rhetoric and the actions arising from it might 
take us. 
 
In this moment, we resemble God's children wandering in the wilderness.  We, 
like they, are struggling to find our way.  They turned from following God and 
worshiped a golden calf constructed from their own wealth.  The current rhetoric 
is leading us to construct a modern false idol out of power and privilege.  We 
reject the idolatrous notion that we can ensure the safety of some by sacrificing 
the hopes of others.  No matter where we fall on the political spectrum, we must 
respect the dignity of every human being and we must seek the common good 
above all else. 
 
We call for prayer for our country that a spirit of reconciliation will prevail and 
we will not betray our true selves. 

Christian Yoga - The Christian Yoga group which meets every Monday in 
the Parish Hall from 6:15 - 7:15 pm.  Contact Brenda Weir for more info. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEFO8OndFkpV8d8MbnFPurDTIPuU1FYJzfIPqnzPxwZbldLLRnPl-Fkr3RLa8avlV_vyiuDjmmQZnxvVOV-VT9buG_0H9RwGKiQ6adE9piYWCEpEN5imJmaAxxd9fwnEkYl9BYGhPFep6mk6Y2XW9g2-DCrS9GFed0yehp-Kx1OiITcRaEgpJsJDoi2qyYJqwUVJqqDImlD1jurNoy-NKm0aQ5CAi_SHMsGn
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uEFO8OndFkpV8d8MbnFPurDTIPuU1FYJzfIPqnzPxwZbldLLRnPl-Fkr3RLa8avlV_vyiuDjmmQZnxvVOV-VT9buG_0H9RwGKiQ6adE9piYWCEpEN5imJmaAxxd9fwnEkYl9BYGhPFep6mk6Y2XW9g2-DCrS9GFed0yehp-Kx1OiITcRaEgpJsJDoi2qyYJqwUVJqqDImlD1jurNoy-NKm0aQ5CAi_SHMsGn
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S 
 

Thu Mar 24 Maundy ThursdayMaundy ThursdayMaundy Thursday 
  6:30 pm Meal, Liturgy, Foot Washing, 

 Stripping of the Altar 
Fri Mar 25 Good FridayGood FridayGood Friday   
  12:00 pm Good Friday Liturgy 
  7:00 pm Ecumenical Good Friday Service 

at North Congregational Church, Woodbury 
Sat Mar 26 Holy SaturdayHoly SaturdayHoly Saturday   
  11:00 am Youth pre-Easter gathering 
  5:00 pm Great Vigil of Easter 
Sun Mar 27 Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter DaySunday of the Resurrection: Easter DaySunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day   
  8:30 am Holy Eucharist 
   Easter Brunch between services 
  10:30 am Holy Eucharist 
   Easter Egg Hunt 
Mon Mar 28 6:15 pm Christian Yoga, Pearson Room 
Wed Mar 30 7:30 am Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room 
  12:00 pm Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef 
Thu Mar 31 10:30 am C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home 
  7:00 pm House Church at Fr. Fred’s 
Sat Apr   2 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist & Healing 
Sun Apr   3 Second Sunday of EasterSecond Sunday of EasterSecond Sunday of Easter   
  8:00 am Holy Eucharist 
  10:00 am Holy Eucharist 

F ood Collection Sunday  The third Sunday of each month we 
encourage everyone to bring in food donations for the 

Woodbury Food Bank.  For an up to date list of the priority 
needs of the Woodbury Food Bank see the handout sheet 

in food collection basket in the narthex.  The food bank is not 
able to accept items past their labeled expiration date. 

†  Transforming Stewardship 

 

“He went about doing good and healing all those oppressed by 

the devil, for God was with him.” (Acts 10:38) 
 

O n this Easter Sunday, allow Jesus to fill your mind, body 

and soul.  Pray for guidance on how to live your life, open 

your heart to those in need and give thanks to God for all that He has 

given you. 
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Refugee Co-Sponsorship Committee 

 

T his past November we hosted a joyful baby shower for Sama and her husband 

Hussein, an Iraqi refugee family living in Waterbury.  It was so successful, with 

support from throughout our St. Paul’s family and from other parishes, that we felt called to 

make a commitment to gather a team of people to resettle a new political refugee family here 

in the Naugatuck valley. 

 St. Paul’s is participating in a refugee co-sponsorship 

program overseen by IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigrant 

Services).  It is our goal to form a committee of at least 10 

dedicated people, to undertake the work of resettling a family in 

Connecticut and assisting them with their first steps towards self

-sufficiency and assimilation.  We are inviting you, along with 

leaders of faith communities and other organizations in 

Woodbury and surrounding towns, to assist with this important humanitarian ministry. 

On April 23, 2016, at 10:00 am we are hosting an organizational meeting in our parish 

hall.  Please prayerfully consider your potential involvement in this program.  If you have 

any questions about the program or how your talents might be of assistance, feel free to 

contact either Fr. Greg (203-263-3541 / welinstpauls@yahoo.com) or Susan Suhr (203-231-

2992 / susan.e.suhr@gmail.com).  You can also find refugee co-sponsorship information on 

the IRIS website: http://www.irisct.org/cosponsor.html 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry's 2016 Easter Message 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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TREC-CT 3.0 (T3): Transition Team starts its work 
 

Changes to Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) structure and governance 
proposed by TREC-CT, adopted at the 2015 Convention, called for a Transition 

Team to convene parishes and individuals in each Region during the first 
six months of 2016.  The T3 Team, with members from different 
Regions and from Ministry Networks, has now been identified, 
convened, and assigned tasks.  Dates have also been set for a 
convocation in each Region, so mark your calendar now.  Locations 

are TBD.  Convocation content and process are expected to vary 
by Region.  The Final Report from TREC-CT, along with a graphic 
illustration and a map showing Regions, is here. For a 

list of members and more information, visit the Transition Team 
website here.  The date for the Ministry Network Convocation will 
be scheduled and announced later.  St. Paul’s is currently assigned 
to the Northwest Region. 
 
Region Convocation dates: 
 
    Northeast Region: April 22-23 
    South Central Region: May 6-7 
    Southwest Region: May 13-14 
    Southeast Region: May 20-21 
    Northwest Region: June 10-11 
    North Central: June 24-25 

 
 

Woman’s Breakfast - Save the Date 

O n Saturday morning April 16th at 8:30, our women have 
scheduled their next breakfast.  The speaker for the 

Women’s breakfast is storyteller Carol Birch.  Watch E-
Connections or contact Betty Lou Bowles for more information. 

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes
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House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday 
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer 
and study, concluding with Compline.  If you would like to join House 
Church on Thursday nights please e-mail Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net 
or Betty Lou honeylou@charter.net. 

This Weekend’s Readings 
 

He Is Risen! 
 

 Acts 10:34-43 

I n this lesson Peter realizes that the good news of the gospel is meant for all people, 

and he proclaims the crucified and risen Jesus. 

 Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

A festival hymn sung in procession in praise of the Lord’s salvation. 

 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

In this lesson Paul describes the plan of the resurrection age: it has begun with Christ’s 

rising, and this event gives us confidence that God will defeat death, the last enemy. 

 John 20:1-18 

Our gospel tells how three women disciples first learn of Jesus’ resurrection.  Coming 

early in the morning to anoint the body, they find the stone covering the tomb rolled away 

and the body gone.  No human eye sees Jesus rise, but now two angelic figures appear and 

remind the troubled and frightened women that Jesus had predicted these things would 

happen to him.  The women then report what they have heard and seen to the apostles, but 

their word is not believed.  Peter runs to the tomb and is amazed at what has happened. 

 

Matthew 7:3 Request - If you have any sawdust or clothes dryer lint 
(belly button lint works, too!) that you can donate to the church, your 
response will be gratefully received.  The confirmands will be 
making hot cross buns (don't worry the sawdust and lint aren't 
an ingredient).  We're also going to be making Christmas gift tags 
and fire starters- the latter of which will use the two requested items.  Thank 
you in advance for your help with our projects.  God bless, Bren 

mailto:frfred@sbcglobal.net
mailto:honeylou@charter.net
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#FIRST
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#PSALM
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#EPISTLE
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Easter/CEasterPrin_RCL.html#GOSPEL
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 C. I. A. - The weekly bible study group that meets each Thursday at Louise 
Smith’s home has a new name.  They are now calling themselves the C. I. A. 
(Christians  in Action) Discussion Group.  They meet every Thursday at 
10:30 am and are open to everyone. 
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Greg’s Sermons - Greg’s sermons are available each week on our website 
StPaulsWoodbury.org by using the Sermon pull-down tab or by using the following link: 
www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons. 

    

Men’s Group 
 

E ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing and 
informal gathering of men, has been meeting for lunch at 

the Charcoal Chef.  Please feel free to join them! 

http://www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons
C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes


10  

    

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes


 11 

    

C:/Documents and Settings/Gail Winkley/My Documents/Acolytes


12  

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of 

any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net. 

Easter Vigil, Saturday, March 26th 

5 pm 

Ushers  Barbara Grant, Heidi Szobota 

Lectors  Janet Congdon, Karen Nash 

Chalicer Karen Nash 
 

Easter Sunday, March 27th 

8:30 am 

Ushers  Kathie Nichols, Judie Ferris 

Lector  Joan Wilson 

Chalicer Brenda Weir 

Intercessor Dick Leavenworth 
 

10:30 am 

Ushers  Suzi Forrest, Russ DePace 

Lectors  Susan Suhr, Ed Hord 

Chalicers Ed Hord, Mieke Weggeman 

Intercessor Duke Breon 

Acolytes Anna Culkin, Chris Culkin, 

Andrew Trompeter 

Counter Leslie Albrecht 

Altar Guild:  Isobel Moore, Brenda Weir, 

Lois Zane 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Dory Holmes, 

Bonnie Leavenworth, Mieke Weggeman 

Saturday, April 2nd 

5 pm 

Ushers  Marianne Daly, 

Matthew Daly Lehman 

Lectors  Thay Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman 

Chalicer Gaby Drews 
 

Sunday, April 3rd 

8 am 

Ushers  Dick Leavenworth, Brenda Weir 

Lector  Bonnie Leavenworth 

Chalicer Dory Leavenworth 

Intercessor Brenda Weir 
 

10 am 

Usher  Church School Youth 

Lectors  Church School Youth 

Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Amy Williams 

Intercessor Church School Youth 

Acolytes Hannah Kimball, Jake Kimball 

Counter Peter Bowles 

Altar Guild:  Sue Dierks, Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Kathie Nichols 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers:  Bonnie Leavenworth, 

Wrey Trompeter 

Participating in the Services 

  

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 
April   3rd - Julie & Tom Calkins 
April 10th - Erin Pascoe 
April 17th - Barbara Elmore 

St. Paul’s Church 
294 Main Street South 

Woodbury, Connecticut   06798 
 

Office: 203-263-3541 
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net 

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org 

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 

 

mailto:st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net
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