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H
I

ow could it be? We again bow down in sorrow, awe and gratitude. For our sake
God’s chosen and beloved Son was tortured and put to death. “God proves his
love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).
n thy most bitter passion my heart to share doth cry,
with thee for my salvation upon the cross to die.
Ah, keep my heart thus moved to stand thy cross beneath,
to mourn thee, well-beloved, yet thank thee for thy death.
(The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 169)
The scripture readings of Holy
Week help us to accompany Jesus from
his last words with his disciples
through his death and burial. We are
given opportunity to reflect on the
meaning of his life, death and ministry
for us. The prophet tells of the servant
who “was despised and rejected by
others” and “wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities”
yet “by his bruises we are
healed” (Isaiah 53:3,5). We are with
Jesus and his disciples as he breaks the
bread and shares the cup: “This is my
body … This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many” (Mark 14:23-24). We go with
him to dark Gethsemane and on to the trial, mockery, and beating, the crown of thorns. We
walk the way of the cross and come to Calvary.
How could it be? “O who am I that for my sake my Lord should take frail flesh and
die?”

H

ere might I stay and sing, no story so divine:
never was love, dear King, never was grief like thine.
This is my friend, in whose sweet praise
I all my days could gladly spend.
(The Hymnal 1982, Hymn 458)
We bow down in sorrow, awe and gratitude.

urged to treat this
unraveling, which is in
he vestry held its regular monthly
fact a very natural part
meeting on March 15th. We began
of life, as a time of
with a discussion of our bible passage for the opportunity and hope
foreseeable future: Philippians 2:5-11. We
for the church, one that
moved on to a review of
will require change
Chapter 1, “The Great
and risk-taking and
Unraveling” (of the “Euro- new beginnings. In
tribal churches”) in this
many ways, it’s an
year’s book, Joining God, exciting time for the
Remaking the Church,
Changing the World, We are

Senior Warden’s Notes
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HOLY WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sunday

Mar 20
8:00 am
10:00 am

Thursday

Mar 24

Friday

Mar 25

6:30 pm
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
Saturday

Mar 26
11:00 am
5:00 pm

Sunday

Mar 27
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
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Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Maundy Thursday
Meal, Liturgy, Foot Washing, Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday
Good Friday Liturgy
Ecumenical Good Friday Service
at North Congregational Church, Woodbury
Holy Saturday
Youth pre-Easter Gathering
Great Vigil of Easter
Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day
Sunrise Ecumenical Service at the Hollow
Holy Eucharist
Easter Brunch Between Services
Holy Eucharist
Easter Egg Hunt

church!
In addition to Greg’s visual presentation/
vestry training (e.g. “the more
responsibilities you have, the less freedom
you have”), and the usual business of the
vestry, we spent considerable time
discussing how to proceed with the work
begun at our retreat two weeks ago. This
concerned defining the leadership gifts and
qualities we seek in a permanent rector and
St. Paul’s core values, and how to involve
the parish in this process. Once the vestry
has a chance to refine our descriptions of
gifts/qualities and core values, we will share
them with the parish and provide
opportunities for feedback/additions/
questions, etc. One opportunity will likely

be in the form of “conversations” held during
the three services. Stay tuned!
Other items to note:
Community Connections has invited local
parishes to join St. Paul’s on Saturday, April
23, to explore working together (in
partnership with IRIS) to co-sponsor &
welcome a well-vetted refugee family into
CT.
The Watertown Art League will rent the
Pearson Room and hold an art show open to
the public on Saturday, June 4.
Meanwhile, warmest wishes to all for a
glorious Easter season.
Yours in peace,
Nancy Twinem, Senior Warden

Saints of God
Thursday, March 17th

Patrick
Bishop and Missionary of Ireland, 461

P

atrick was born into a Christian family somewhere on the northwest coast of Britain
in about 390. His grandfather had been a Christian priest and his father, Calpornius,
a deacon. Calpornius was an important official in the late Roman
imperial government of Britain.
It was not unusual in this post-Constantinian period for such state
officials to be in holy orders. When Patrick was about sixteen, he was
captured by a band of Irish slave-raiders. He was carried off to Ireland
and forced to serve as a shepherd. When he was about twenty-one, he
escaped and returned to Britain, where he was educated as a Christian.
He tells us that he took holy orders as both presbyter and bishop,
although no particular see is known as his at this time. A vision then
called him to return to Ireland. This he did about the year 431.
Tradition holds that Patrick landed not far from the place of his
earlier captivity, near what is now known as Downpatrick (a “down”
or “dun” is a fortified hill, the stronghold of a local Irish king). He
then began a remarkable process of missionary conversion throughout
the country that continued until his death, probably in 461. He made his
appeal to the local kings and through them to their tribes. Christianizing the
old pagan religion as he went, Patrick erected Christian churches over sites
already regarded as sacred, had crosses carved on old druidic pillars, and put
sacred wells and springs under the protection of Christian saints.
Many legends of Patrick’s Irish missionary travels possess substrata
of truth, especially those telling of his conversion of the three major
Irish High Kings. At Armagh, he is said to have established his
principal church. To this day, Armagh is regarded as the primatial see
of all Ireland.
Two works are attributed to Patrick: an autobiographical Confession, in
which he tells us, among other things, that he was criticized by his
contemporaries for lack of learning, and a Letter to Coroticus, a British chieftain. The
Lorica or St. Patrick’s Breastplate (“I bind unto myself today”) is probably not his, but it
expresses his faith and zeal.
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Easter Breakfast - We need your
help to continue the tradition of serving
a free breakfast for guests and
parishioners on Easter Sunday, March
27th. Your help is needed to
make this happen. The sign
up sheets are in the
Pearson room. Please consider assisting with set-up, cleanup, cooking or donating. The Welcoming Committee.
Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register
online - click here for page with registration links.
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity
 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford
 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville
 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire
 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon
 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Paul's, Brookfield
 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk
 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Niantic

“M

ake your face to shine upon your servant, and in your loving
kindness save me.” And our ever-loving God reaches out with
all his mercy, time after
time, to bring help and
consolation to those who
put their whole trust in
Him as faithful stewards
of his blessings and gifts.

Saturday Book Group

T

he Saturday
Book Group’s
next meeting is this
Saturday, March 19th.
By Saturday be sure to
read Chapters 4 & 5 of
“The Great
Emergence.”
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat

Mar 19

Sun

Mar 20

Mon
Wed

Mar 21
Mar 23

Thu

Mar 24

Fri

Mar 25

Sat

Mar 26

Sun

Mar 27

2:30 pm
5:00 pm

Book Group, Pearson Room
Holy Eucharist & Healing
Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
6:15 pm
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
7:30 am
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Maundy Thursday
6:30 pm
Meal, Liturgy, Foot Washing,
Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday
12:00 pm
Good Friday Liturgy
7:00 pm
Ecumenical Good Friday Service
at North Congregational Church, Woodbury
Holy Saturday
11:00 am
Youth pre-Easter gathering
5:00 pm
Great Vigil of Easter
Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day
8:30 am
Holy Eucharist
Easter Brunch between services
10:30 am
Holy Eucharist
Easter Egg Hunt

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of each month we
encourage everyone to bring in food donations for the
Woodbury Food Bank. For an up to date list of the priority
needs of the Woodbury Food Bank see the handout sheet
in food collection basket in the narthex. The food bank is
not able to accept items past their labeled expiration date.

Stewardship Reflection
“I tell you, Peter, before the cock crows this day, you will
deny three times that you know me.” (Luke 22:34)

H

ow many times have you heard someone make a
disparaging comment about Jesus or the Christian faith?
How do you react? Do you remain quiet not to cause a disturbance or
worst yet, because you don’t want your friends or family to think
negatively about you? Pray for the courage to speak up and enter
into a respectful dialogue.
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Easter Memorial Flowers
To order Easter Flowers for memorials or thanksgivings you may use the
envelopes at the rear of the church or send a
check including the notation “Easter
Flowers” to the church office or place it in
the alms basin. To be listed in the Easter
service bulletins, your contribution must be
received no later than March 21st.
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Refugee Co-Sponsorship Committee

T

his past November we hosted a joyful baby shower for Sama and her husband
Hussein, an Iraqi refugee family living in Waterbury. It was so successful, with
support from throughout our St. Paul’s family and from other parishes, that we felt called to
make a commitment to gather a team of people to resettle a new political refugee family here
in the Naugatuck valley.
St. Paul’s is participating in a refugee co-sponsorship
program overseen by IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigrant
Services). It is our goal to form a committee of at least 10
dedicated people, to undertake the work of resettling a family in
Connecticut and assisting them with their first steps towards self
-sufficiency and assimilation. We are inviting you, along with
leaders of faith communities and other organizations in
Woodbury and surrounding towns, to assist with this important humanitarian ministry.
On April 23, 2016, at 10:00 am we are hosting an organizational meeting in our parish
hall. Please prayerfully consider your potential involvement in this program. If you have
any questions about the program or how your talents might be of assistance, feel free to
contact either Fr. Greg (203-263-3541 / welinstpauls@yahoo.com) or Susan Suhr (203-2312992 / susan.e.suhr@gmail.com). You can also find refugee co-sponsorship information on
the IRIS website: http://www.irisct.org/cosponsor.html
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Holy Week

R

obert Fertitta provides these
stained glass windows from
Trinity Church in Torrington. These
scenes depict Jesus’ Palm Sunday
entry into Jerusalem and of the Last
Supper.
These windows
are the work of
Len R. Howard,
which are
considered by
some to be
among the most
beautiful stained
glass creations
of mid-20th
century America.

Donations for Easter Egg Hunt

T

he Church School and Youth Group are once again planning to host
our annual Easter Egg Hunt after the Easter Services. We are asking
for donations of plastic Easter Eggs as well as individually wrapped candy
(that will fit inside the eggs). We appreciate candy that is not a choking
hazard to small children. There will be bins placed under the coat rack for
your donations starting this weekend thru March 20th. Thanks once again
for supporting our youth programs. The children look forward to this event
every year!
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Woman’s Breakfast - Save the Date
n Saturday morning April 16th at 8:30, our women have
scheduled their next breakfast. The speaker for the
Women’s breakfast is storyteller Carol Birch. Watch EConnections or contact Betty Lou Bowles for more information.

O

TREC-CT 3.0 (T3): Transition Team starts its work
Changes to Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) structure and governance
proposed by TREC-CT, adopted at the 2015 Convention, called for a Transition
Team to convene parishes and individuals in each Region during the first
six months of 2016. The T3 Team, with members from different
Regions and from Ministry Networks, has now been identified,
convened, and assigned tasks. Dates have also been set for a
convocation in each Region, so mark your calendar now. Locations
are TBD. Convocation content and process are expected to vary
by Region. The Final Report from TREC-CT, along with a graphic
illustration and a map showing Regions, is here. For a
list of members and more information, visit the Transition Team
website here. The date for the Ministry Network Convocation will
be scheduled and announced later. St. Paul’s is currently assigned
to the Northwest Region.
Region Convocation dates:
Northeast Region: April 22-23
South Central Region: May 6-7
Southwest Region: May 13-14
Southeast Region: May 20-21
Northwest Region: June 10-11
North Central: June 24-25
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This Weekend’s Readings
Passion Sunday
Luke 19:28-40
n this gospel lesson Jesus, his long journey finally over, approaches the holy city of
Jerusalem, while his disciples hail him as the king who comes in the Lord’s name..
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Our reading tells of the servant who speaks for the Lord and suffers persecution, but still
trusts in God’s help and vindication.
Psalm 31:9-16
A psalm of trust by one who looks to the Lord for mercy and protection.
Philippians 2:5-11
From one of the earliest Christian hymns we hear how Christ Jesus accepted the
condition of a servant, was obedient even to the point of death, and was then given the name
above every name.
Luke 22:14-23:56
Our gospel is the story of Jesus’ last supper before the group proceeds to the Mount of
Olives, where Jesus engages in anguished prayer. Then come Jesus’ final hours: his arrest,
trial, passion, and death.

I

House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer
and study, concluding with Compline. If you would like to join House
Church on Thursday nights please e-mail Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net
or Betty Lou honeylou@charter.net.
Matthew 7:3 Request - If you have any sawdust or clothes dryer lint
(belly button lint works, too!) that you can donate to the church, your
response will be gratefully received. The confirmands will be
making hot cross buns (don't worry the sawdust and lint aren't
an ingredient). We're also going to be making Christmas gift tags
and fire starters- the latter of which will use the two requested items. Thank
you in advance for your help with our projects. God bless, Bren
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C. I. A. - The weekly bible study group that meets each Thursday at Louise
Smith’s home has a new name. They are now calling themselves the C. I. A.
(Christians in Action) Discussion Group. They meet every Thursday at
10:30 am and are open to everyone.
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Greg’s Sermons - Greg’s sermons are available each week on our website
StPaulsWoodbury.org by using the Sermon pull-down tab or by using the following link:
www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons.

E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing and
informal gathering of men, has been meeting for lunch at
the Charcoal Chef. Please feel free to join them!
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, March 19th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
Lis Blum, Barbara Grant
Sue Tuner

Easter Vigil, Saturday, March 26th
5 pm
Ushers
Barbara Grant, Heidi Szobota
Lectors
Janet Congdon, Karen Nash
Chalicer
Karen Nash
Easter Sunday, March 27th

Palm Sunday, March 20th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Dick Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Lynda Jones

10 am
Usher
Church School Youth
Lectors
Church School Youth
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Phoebe Hale
Intercessor Church School Youth
Acolytes
Owen Hale, Molly Robinson
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Isobel Moore, Brenda Weir,
Lois Zane
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Peg Robinson,
Brenda Weir, Joan Wilson

8:30 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Kathie Nichols, Judie Ferris
Joan Wilson
Brenda Weir
Dick Leavenworth

10:30 am
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicers
Intercessor
Acolytes

Suzi Forrest, Russ DePace
Susan Suhr, Ed Hord
Ed Hord, Mieke Weggeman
Duke Breon
Anna Culkin, Chris Culkin,
Andrew Trompeter
Counter
Leslie Albrecht
Altar Guild: Isobel Moore, Brenda Weir,
Lois Zane
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Dory Holmes,
Bonnie Leavenworth, Mieke Weggeman

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Contact Barb Elmore to volunteer

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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