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“unraveling” of the old
reality of church,
he vestry held its annual retreat on
reimagining what it
Saturday, February 27th. This is the means to be a church
one time during the year when we carve out today and discovering
extended time to work together and to think what God is up to in
about/discuss our mission as well as plan for our communities.
the upcoming year. As
Ultimately, it’s an
always, it was time very
optimistic take on
well spent….and the
abundance, possibility
quantity/quality of food
and hope.
was phenomenal!
Next we had vestry orientation and
We began the day with
comments regarding vestry responsibilities,
worship, bible study and a discussion of this followed by noon prayer. By then, like all
year’s read, Joining God, Remaking the
good Episcopalians, we were ready to eat!
Church, Changing the World, (a book
Community Connections is also studying).
(Continued on page 2)
If I had to summarize the book, it’s about the

Senior Warden’s Notes

T

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Mar 12
Mar 13

Mon
Tue
Wed

Mar 14
Mar 15
Mar 16

Thu

Mar 17

Sat

Mar 19

Sun

Mar 20

5:00 pm Holy Eucharist
Fifth Sunday in Lent
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
9:45 am
Church School
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist
4:00 pm
Book Sale Meeting, Seabury Room
7:00 pm
Vestry Meeting
7:30 am
Holy Eucharist, Seabury Room
12:00 pm
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
6:30 pm
Stations of the Cross
7:00 pm
Discussion, “Growing the Rule of Life”
10:30 am
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
7:00 pm
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
2:30 pm
Book Group, Pearson Room
5:00 pm
Holy Eucharist & Healing
Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
8:00 am
Holy Eucharist
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist

Once Jules provides us with a write-up of
our discussion/exercises, the vestry will have
After lunch, we were joined by our
a summary of our thoughts and a foundation
consultant, Jules Jodko, currently the rector on which to build.
at St. Michael’s Naugatuck. As a follow-up
The last part of our day was devoted to
to the conversations about “what are our
vestry business, approving the Parochial
gifts” at our Annual Meeting, the main
Report & financial reports, accepting the
presentations centered on:
wonderful gift of a plaque from the Bowles,
What leadership gifts and qualities do we and evening prayer. It was definitely a rich,
full day!
seek in a permanent rector?
Do enjoy these spring-like temps….
Discovering and developing St. Paul’s
Yours in peace,
core values.
Nancy Twinem, Senior Warden
(Continued from page 1)

HOLY WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sunday

Mar 20
8:30 am
10:30 am

Thursday

Mar 24

Friday

Mar 25

6:30 pm
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
Saturday

Mar 26
11:00 am
5:00 pm

Sunday

Mar 27
7:00 am
8:30 am
10:30 am
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Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Maundy Thursday
Meal, Liturgy, Foot Washing, Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday
Good Friday Liturgy
Ecumenical Good Friday Service
at North Congregational Church, Woodbury
Holy Saturday
Youth pre-Easter Gathering
Great Vigil of Easter
Sunday of the Resurrection: Easter Day
Sunrise Ecumenical Service at the Hollow
Holy Eucharist
Easter Brunch Between Services
Holy Eucharist
Easter Egg Hunt

Easter Breakfast - We need your
help to continue the tradition of
serving a free breakfast for guests
and parishioners on Easter Sunday,
March 27th. Your help is needed
to make this happen. The sign up
sheets are in the Pearson room.
Please consider assisting with set-up, clean-up, cooking or donating. The
Welcoming Committee.
Safe Church training sessions are now scheduled through June 2016. Register
online - click here for page with registration links.
Basic Comprehensive Safe Church Training - for Laity
 Mar. 5, 2016, 9 a.m., St. James's, West Hartford
 Apr. 16, 2016, 9 a.m., Trinity, Collinsville
 Apr. 30, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Peter's, Cheshire
 May 7, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Vernon
 May 14, 2016, 9 a.m., St. Paul's, Brookfield
 June 4, 2016, 9 a.m., Christ Church, East Norwalk
 June 25, 2016, 9 a.m., St. John's, Niantic

“T

he Lord has done great things for us, and we are glad indeed.” We show
our gratitude for the many gifts God
gives us by learning to know him better through
prayer and study, by supporting the work of this
parish, the diocese and the world, and by being
present at worship, not only to be filled ourselves
with His grace and nourishment through the
Eucharist, but to offer support and encouragement
to others who join us on this journey.

Saturday Book Group

T

he Saturday
Book Group’s
next meeting is
Saturday, March 19th.
By next Saturday be
sure to read Chapters 4
& 5 of “The Great
Emergence.”
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Easter Memorial Flowers
To order Easter Flowers for memorials or thanksgivings you may use the
envelopes at the rear of the church or send a
check including the notation “Easter
Flowers” to the church office or place it in
the alms basin. To be listed in the Easter
service bulletins, your contribution must be
received no later than March 21st.
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Refugee Co-Sponsorship Committee

T

his past November we hosted a joyful baby shower for Sama and her husband
Hussein, an Iraqi refugee family living in Waterbury. It was so successful, with
support from throughout our St. Paul’s family and from other parishes, that we felt called to
make a commitment to gather a team of people to resettle a new political refugee family here
in the Naugatuck valley.
St. Paul’s is participating in a refugee co-sponsorship
program overseen by IRIS (Integrated Refugee and Immigrant
Services). It is our goal to form a committee of at least 10
dedicated people, to undertake the work of resettling a family in
Connecticut and assisting them with their first steps towards self
-sufficiency and assimilation. We are inviting you, along with
leaders of faith communities and other organizations in
Woodbury and surrounding towns, to assist with this important humanitarian ministry.
On April 23, 2016, at 10:00 am we are hosting an organizational meeting in our parish
hall. Please prayerfully consider your potential involvement in this program. If you have
any questions about the program or how your talents might be of assistance, feel free to
contact either Fr. Greg (203-263-3541 / welinstpauls@yahoo.com) or Susan Suhr (203-2312992 / susan.e.suhr@gmail.com). You can also find refugee co-sponsorship information on
the IRIS website: http://www.irisct.org/cosponsor.html
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We had an excellent turnout at
our "inter-generational" program last Saturday
night. We began with attending the 5:00 service,
followed by a Stations of the Cross program led
by Rev. Greg and of course our pot luck supper
in the Pearson Room.
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C. I. A. - The weekly bible study group that meets each Thursday at Louise
Smith’s home has a new name. They are now calling themselves the C. I. A.
(Christians in Action) Discussion Group. They meet every Thursday at
10:30 am and are open to everyone.
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Actually this window isn’t from a
church in Connecticut or even from
an Episcopal Church.

Jesus Anointed at Bethany

Robert Fertitta provides this stained
glass window from the Larchmont Avenue
Presbyterian Church in Larchmont, NY.
It was created by Nicola D’Ascenzo
(1871-1954), an Italian immigrant, whose
stained glass windows appear throughout
the US, most notably at the National
Cathedral in Washington and at Riverside
Church in New York City.

In our Gospel reading for Sunday
depicted here (John 12:1-8), Mary is
shown anointing Jesus’ feet with an
expensive perfume with Judas objecting.
Jesus, with a wave of his hand, is
dismissive, saying “Leave her alone …
You will always have the poor among
you, but you will not always have me.”

Donations for Easter Egg Hunt

T

he Church School and Youth Group are once again planning to host
our annual Easter Egg Hunt after the Easter Services. We are asking
for donations of plastic Easter Eggs as well as individually wrapped candy
(that will fit inside the eggs). We appreciate candy that is not a choking
hazard to small children. There will be bins placed under the coat rack for
your donations starting this weekend thru March 20th. Thanks once again
for supporting our youth programs. The children look forward to this event
every year!
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Woman’s Breakfast - Save the Date
On Saturday morning April 16th at 8:30, our women have scheduled their next
breakfast. Watch E-Connections or contact Betty Lou Bowles for more information.

TREC-CT 3.0 (T3): Transition Team starts its work
Changes to Episcopal Church in Connecticut (ECCT) structure and governance
proposed by TREC-CT, adopted at the 2015 Convention, called for a Transition
Team to convene parishes and individuals in each Region during the first
six months of 2016. The T3 Team, with members from different
Regions and from Ministry Networks, has now been identified,
convened, and assigned tasks. Dates have also been set for a
convocation in each Region, so mark your calendar now. Locations
are TBD. Convocation content and process are expected to vary
by Region. The Final Report from TREC-CT, along with a graphic
illustration and a map showing Regions, is here. For a
list of members and more information, visit the Transition Team
website here. The date for the Ministry Network Convocation will
be scheduled and announced later. St. Paul’s is currently assigned
to the Northwest Region.
Region Convocation dates:
Northeast Region: April 22-23
South Central Region: May 6-7
Southwest Region: May 13-14
Southeast Region: May 20-21
Northwest Region: June 10-11
North Central: June 24-25
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This Weekend’s Readings
A Gift of Extravagant Love
Isaiah 43:16-21
ur Hebrew scripture lection tells how the same Lord who brought the people
though the Red Sea waters and crushed the army of the Egyptians will do a new
thing in this day when God will bring the people home though the wilderness.
Psalm 126
A song of hope and joy sung to the Lord, who restores the fortunes of God’s people.
Philippians 3:4b-14
In our epistle the apostle Paul can boast of his religious background, yet nothing matters
in comparison with knowing Christ as his Lord.
John 12:1-8
In our gospel story Jesus, but a few days before his passion, is at supper with Lazarus,
Martha, and Mary when Mary anoints his feet with costly ointment. She then wipes his feet
with her hair. Jesus links her action to his final anointing at burial, but Judas, seeking
personal gain, chastises them over the cost of the perfume and invokes the needs of the
poor. This action fits the extreme nature of the moment, Jesus counsels. Love like Mary’s
will not overlook the poor.

O

House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer
and study, concluding with Compline. If you would like to join House
Church on Thursday nights please e-mail Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net
or Betty Lou honeylou@charter.net.
During Lent, each Wednesday evening we have
been gathering at 6:30 pm in the church for
Stations of the Cross. Join us this coming
Wednesday for our final session on this spiritual
pilgrimage of prayer, through meditating upon the
chief scenes of Christ's sufferings and death. Following
the “Stations,” Fr. Greg will lead a discussion about our
Lenten study Guide, “Following the Rule of Life.”
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Stewardship Reflection
“For his sake I have accepted the loss of all things and I consider
them so much rubbish, that I may gain Christ…” (Philippians
3:8)

T

he first commandment says that we shall not put
other gods before the Lord. Detaching ourselves
from material possessions and considering them ”rubbish”
does just that. It strengthens our relationship with Jesus
and allows us to live more freely and joyfully.
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E

Men’s Group

ach Wednesday at noon the men’s group, a growing and
informal gathering of men, has been meeting for lunch at
the Charcoal Chef. Please feel free to join them!
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, March 12th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Dale White
Janet Congdon, John Dransfield
Gaby Drews

Saturday, March 19th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
Lis Blum, Barbara Grant
Sue Tuner

Sunday, March 13th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Sunday, March 20th
Colin Harley, Dick Leavenworth
Brenda Weir
Beverly Deickler
Dick Leavenworth

10 am
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicers
Intercessor
Acolytes

Kathy Baird, Russ DePace
Ed Hord, Chris Jacques
Amy Williams, Mieke Weggeman
Kathy Baird
Chris Culkin, Anna Culkin,
Alexandra Trompeter
Counter
Dawn Ericson
Altar Guild: Connie Baldwin, Judie Ferris,
Karen Nash, Peg Robinson
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Lori Cook,
Nancy Twinem

8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Dick Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Lynda Jones

10 am
Usher
Church School Youth
Lectors
Church School Youth
Chalicers Maya Brazauskas, Phoebe Hale
Intercessor Church School Youth
Acolytes
Owen Hale, Molly Robinson
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Isobel Moore, Brenda Weir,
Lois Zane
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Peg Robinson,
Brenda Weir, Joan Wilson

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
Contact Barb Elmore to volunteer

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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