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Annual Meeting on Sunday Our Annual Meeting is this
Sunday, January 24th following
the 10 am service - Plan to join us
for the potluck meal and the
parish’s annual meeting.
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S

o, despite what you might think, we don’t know any
more than you do about the weather and we look at
the same forecasts as you do. With that said, if the
weather turns bad Fr. Greg will made a decision about
individual services and the Annual Meeting when conditions
warrant it. He will send out a mass e-mail to announce
changes. If you don’t hear anything, everything is a go.
Changes to the schedule will also be place on our website
ASAP.
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THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat
Sun

Jan 22
Jan 24

Mon
Wed

Jan 25
Jan 27

Thu

Jan 28

Sat

Jan 30

Sun

Jan 31

5:00 pm
8:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am
6:15 pm
7:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:30 am
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
6:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Holy Eucharist & Healing
Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Eucharist
Church School
Holy Eucharist
Annual Meeting, Pearson Room
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
Holy Eucharist, Pearson Room
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Confirmation Class
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist
Family Meal - Plan & Discuss Lent
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

SAVE THE DATE
To all members of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Woodbury, CT
In accordance with Canon I, Section 11, this is due notification and
warning of the

Annual Parish Meeting
to be held at 11:15 am on:

Sunday, January 24, 2016
(snow date January 31, 2016)
Holy Communion

10:00 am

Potluck Meal & Parish Meeting 11:15 am
Business: To vote on the Election of Vestry, Officers and Delegates to
Diocesan Convention, Reports, Presentation of the Budget, and such
other and further business as may properly come before the Parish.

January 4, 2016

SAVE THE DATE
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Annual Meeting, This Sunday, January 24

s part of our annual meeting, we will discuss some questions that will help us
move through the Priest-in-charge process. We need to begin to assess the
sorts of ministry that are emerging and life-giving for the parish and then to
imagine the sorts of ministry and leadership gifts we need to seek going forward. The first
step for us will be to look at the work we are doing together and to look at our strengths.
During our annual meeting, we will follow an appreciative inquiry approach. We will
look at what is working and where we are having success. We will discuss several ministry
groups that are working well. Some suggestions are:
Church School
The confirmation class
Community Connections
Learning communities in the church
What other groups could you imagine?
For each of these areas, we will be asking:
What is the success? What is the positive change?
Where is the energy or excitement?
What qualities or gifts contribute to this success?
What hope is emerging? What do we want to
continue or to create?
Please think about different ministry groups or teams
you have been participating part of in the parish?
What groups
would you want to talk about or
what group would you like to add? Think about what
has been working well and what qualities you can
appreciate. Please come to the annual meeting ready to
share what you have experienced.
he 2015 Annual Reports are now ready
online by clicking on the report cover to the
right. Or you can pick up a printed copy at
church. Please read and review it before the Annual
Meeting. One print copy per household please.
Thank you for all your hard work!
The Rev. Greg Welin

T
“L

et the words of my mouth and
the meditation of my heart be
always acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my
strength and my redeemer.” This familiar
phrase from Psalm 19 is perhaps most
often used by those giving sermons or
homilies, but the words are appropriate
for all of us as well as we strive to lead the
life of a faithful disciple and steward.
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This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, January 25th

Conversion of St. Paul

P

aul, or Saul as he was known until he became a Christian, was a Roman citizen,
born at Tarsus, in present-day Turkey. He was brought up as an orthodox Jew,
studying in Jerusalem for a time under Gamaliel, the most famous rabbi of the day.
Describing himself, he said, “I am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the
tribe of Benjamin” (Romans 11:1).
A few years after the death of Jesus, Saul came in contact with the new Christian
movement, and became one of the most fanatical of
those who were determined to
stamp out this “dangerous heresy.” Saul witnessed
the stoning of Stephen. He was on the way to
Damascus to lead in further persecution of the
Christians when his dramatic conversion took place.
From that day, Paul devoted his life totally to
Christ, and especially to the conversion of Gentiles.
The Acts of the Apostles describes the courage and
determination with which he planted Christian
congregations over a large area of the land bordering
the eastern Mediterranean.
His letters, the earliest of Christian writings, reveal
him as the greatest of the interpreters of Christ’s mind, and as the founder of Christian
theology. He writes, “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).
Paul describes himself as small and insignificant in appearance: “His letters are weighty
and strong,” it was said of him, “but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech of no
account” (2 Corinthians 10:10). He writes of having a disability which he had prayed God
to remove from him, and quotes the Lord’s reply, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore, Paul went on to say, “I will all the more
gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest upon me” (2 Corinthians
12:9). Paul is believed to have been martyred at Rome in the year 64 under Nero.

Greg’s Sermons - Greg’s sermons are now available each week on our website
StPaulsWoodbury.org by using the Sermon pull-down tab or by using the following link:
www.stpaulswoodbury.org/sermons.

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of
each month we encourage everyone to bring
in food donations for the Woodbury Food Bank.
For an up to date list of the priority needs of the
Woodbury Food Bank see the handout sheet in food
collection basket in the narthex. The food bank is not
able to accept items past their labeled expiration date.
Immediate food bank request are: Canned cat food & canned chicken. Gluten
free items. No chicken noodle soup! Thank you.
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This Weekend’s Readings
The Spirit of the Lord Is Upon Me
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10
ur first lesson recalls a great day in the history of Israel: in the restored city of
Jerusalem Ezra gathers the people together so that they may hear and understand
the law of Moses.
Psalm 19
A hymn which glorifies the Creator God, with special praise for God’s law and a prayer
for avoidance of sin.
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
In this passage Paul describes Christians as the body of Christ. Each individual is a
necessary part of the body.
Luke 4:14-21
In our gospel story Jesus returns to Galilee and enters the synagogue in Nazareth. Here
he gives what has been called his inaugural sermon. He reads from the book of the prophet
Isaiah. These words offer hope and good news to the poor, and tell of healing and freedom
for the oppressed. This time, Jesus says, has begun.

O

House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer
and study, concluding with Compline. If you would like to join House
Church on Thurssday nights please e-mail Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net
or Betty Lou honeylou@charter.net.
C. I. A. - The weekly bible study
group that meets each Thursday at
Louise Smith’s home has a new name.
They are now calling themselves the C.
I. A. (Christians in Action) Discussion
Group. They meet every Thursday at
10:30 am and are open to everyone.
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Stewardship Reflection
“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks, and allot portions to
those who had nothing prepared…”
(Nehemiah 8:10)

E

zra’s instructions to the people show us that God does not
forbid us from enjoying the good things in life, he wants us to
be happy! However, He expects us to generously share our blessings
with those who are in need, without expecting anything in return.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, January 23rd
5 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicer

Matthew Daly Lehman, Dale White
Thayer Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman
Gaby Drews

Saturday, January 30th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, January 24th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Bonnie Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Isobel Moore

10 am
Ushers
Madeline & Ed Daigneault
Lectors
Kristin & Ed Daigneault
Chalicers Phoebe Hale, Ed Hord
Intercessor Ed Hord
Acolyte
Molly Robinson
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Brenda Weir
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Wrey Trompeter,
Nancy Twinem

Gaby Drews
John Dransfield, Karen Nash
Karen Nash

Sunday, January 31st
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Colin Harley, Dick Leavenworth
Dick Leavenworth
Brenda Weir
Brenda Weir

10 am
Ushers
Maya Brazauskas, Suzi, Forrest
Lectors
Isobel Moore, Ed Hord
Chalicers Ed Hord, Amy Williams
Intercessor Duke Breon
Acolytes
Counter
Barbara Elmore
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Brenda Weir
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Lori Cook,
Bonnie Leavenworth

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
January 24th - Annual Parish Meeting Potluck!
January 31st - Erin Jacques

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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