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Book Group Starts Saturday

In This Issue:

The Great Emergence, by Phyllis Tickle

Pg 2 - Annual

W

e will be starting a new book group this
Saturday, January 16, at 2 pm in the Pearson
Room. We will be discussing the book, The Great
Emergence by Phyllis Tickle. This book is a historical
reflection about how the church has gone through
great changes in the past and how the past might
inform how we might negotiate the many changes we
face in the present. This class will meet every month
on the third Saturday as we work though this book.
The book is available as an e-book download and
you can get used copies through many online
vendors. (If you need help getting a copy, I’d be happy
to show you some options. – Greg)

Meeting Notice
Pg 3 - Annual
Meeting
Pg 4 - Confession
of Peter
Pg 5 - Readings
Pg 6 - MLK Day
Pg 7 - Reflection;
Live Well
Pg 8 - Participating

THIS WEEK AT ST. PAUL’S
Sat

Jan 16

Sun

Jan 17

Mon
Tue
Wed

Jan 18
Jan 19
Jan 20

Thu

Jan 21

Sat
Sun

Jan 22
Jan 24

2:00 pm
5:00 pm
8:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
6:15 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 am
12:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:30 am
7:00 pm
5:00 pm
8:00 am
9:45 am
10:00 am
11:00 am

Book Group, Pearson Room
Holy Baptism & Holy Eucharist
Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Eucharist
Church School
Holy Eucharist
Christian Yoga, Pearson Room
Vestry Meeting
Holy Eucharist, Pearson Room
Men’s Lunch, Charcoal Chef
Confirmation Class
C.I.A. Discussion Group, Louise Smith’s Home
House Church at Fr. Fred’s
Holy Eucharist & Healing
Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Holy Eucharist
Church School
Holy Eucharist
Annual Meeting, Pearson Room

SAVE THE DATE
To all members of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Woodbury, CT
In accordance with Canon I, Section 11, this is due notification and
warning of the

Annual Parish Meeting
to be held at 11:15 am on:

Sunday, January 24, 2016
(snow date January 31, 2016)
Holy Communion

10:00 am

Potluck Meal & Parish Meeting 11:15 am
Business: To vote on the Election of Vestry, Officers and Delegates to
Diocesan Convention, Reports, Presentation of the Budget, and such
other and further business as may properly come before the Parish.

January 4, 2016

SAVE THE DATE
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Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 24, after the 10 am service

A

s part of our annual meeting, we will discuss some questions that will help us
move through the Priest-in-charge process. We need to begin to assess the
sorts of ministry that are emerging and life-giving for the parish and then to
imagine the sorts of ministry and leadership gifts we need to seek going forward. The first
step for us will be to look at the work we are doing together and to look at our strengths.
During our annual meeting, we will follow an appreciative inquiry approach. We will
look at what is working and where we are having success. We will discuss several ministry
groups that are working well. Some suggestions are:
Church School
The confirmation class
Community Connections
Learning communities in the church
What other groups could you imagine?
For each of these areas, we will be asking:
What is the success? What is the positive change?
Where is the energy or excitement?
What qualities or gifts contribute to this success?
What hope is emerging? What do we want to
continue or to create?
Please think about different ministry groups or teams
you have been participating part of in the parish?
What groups would you want to talk about or what
group would you like to add? Think
about what has been working well and what qualities
you can appreciate. Please come to the annual meeting
ready to share what you have experienced.
he 2015 Annual Reports are now ready online
by clicking on the report cover to the right. Or
you can pick up a printed copy at church.
Please read and review it before the Annual Meeting. One
print copy per household please.
Thank you for all your hard work!
The Rev. Greg Welin

T

P

salm 36 details some of the gifts for which we
need to be ever grateful: “How priceless is your
love, O God! Your people take refuge under the
shadow of your wings. They feast upon the abundance
of your house; you give them drink from the river of
your delights. For with you is the well of life, and in
your light we see light. Continue your loving kindness
to those who know you, and your favor to those who
are true of heart.” Lord, make us ever true of heart.
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† This Date on the Church Calendar
Monday, January 18th

Confession of St. Peter

W

hen Simon Bar-Jona confessed, “You are the Christ,”
Jesus responded, “You are Peter, and on this rock I
will build my Church.” This rough fisherman and his brother
Andrew were the first disciples called by Jesus. Peter figures
prominently in the Gospels, often stumbling, impetuous, intense,
and uncouth.
It was Peter who attempted to walk on the sea, and began to
sink; it was Peter who impulsively wished to build three
tabernacles on the mountain of the Transfiguration; it was Peter
who, just before the crucifixion, three times denied knowing his Lord.
But it was also Peter who, after Pentecost, risked his life to do the Lord’s work, speaking
boldly of his belief in Jesus. It was also Peter, the Rock, whose strength and courage helped
the young Church in its questioning about the mission beyond the Jewish community.
Opposed at first to the baptism of Gentiles, he had the humility to admit a change of heart,
and to baptize the Roman centurion Cornelius and his household. Even after this, Peter had
a continuing struggle with his Jewish conservatism; for Paul, writing to the Galatians,
rebukes him for giving way to the demands of Jewish Christians to dissociate himself from
table-fellowship with Gentiles.
Though the New Testament makes no mention of it, the tradition connecting Peter with
Rome is early and virtually certain. According to a legend based on that tradition, Peter fled
from Rome during the persecution under Nero. On the Appian Way, he met Christ, and
asked him, “Domine, quo vadis?” (“Lord, where are you going?”). The Lord answered, “I
am coming to be crucified again.” Peter thereupon retraced his steps, and was shortly
thereafter crucified, head downwards. “I am not worthy to be crucified as my Lord was,” he
is supposed to have said.
As we watch Peter struggle with himself, often stumble, love his Lord and deny him,
speak rashly and act impetuously, his life reminds us that our Lord did not come to save the
godly and strong but to save the weak and the sinful. Simon, an ordinary human being, was
transformed by the Holy Spirit into the “Rock,” and became the leader of the Church.

F

ood Collection Sunday The third Sunday of
each month we encourage everyone to bring
in food donations for the Woodbury Food Bank.
For an up to date list of the priority needs of the
Woodbury Food Bank see the handout sheet in food
collection basket in the narthex. The food bank is not
able to accept items past their labeled expiration date.
Immediate food bank request are: Canned cat food & canned chicken. Gluten
free items. No chicken noodle soup! Thank you.
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This Weekend’s Readings
Miracle at Cana
Isaiah 62:1-5
n our Hebrew scripture lesson the prophet continues to look forward to the full
restoration of Jerusalem, hoping that the city may one day be a source of joy, as a
bride is to her bridegroom.
Psalm 36:5-10
This psalm exults in the boundless love of God, saving humans and animals alike. God
is the fountain of life, and in God’s light we see light.
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
In this reading Paul commends spiritual gifts, but instructs the Corinthians in their
proper use in the service of Jesus’ lordship. It is also important to recognize that there are
many different gifts of the one Spirit. All are to be used for the common good.
John 2:1-11
Our gospel is the story of the changing of water into wine during a wedding feast at
Cana in Galilee. The evangelist enriches the narrative with deep symbolism.. As the first of
Jesus’ many signs, this points forward to his hour of greatest glory, when all things will be
transformed by his death and resurrection. The best wine will be saved until the last and
will be given in astonishing abundance.

I

House Church - Small Group Gathering - Now meeting each Thursday
night at 7:00 pm a small group gathers at Fr. Fred’s for an evening of prayer
and study, concluding with Compline. If you would like to join House
Church on Thurssday nights please e-mail Father Fred at frfred@sbcglobal.net
or Betty Lou honeylou@charter.net.
C. I. A. - The weekly bible study
group that meets each Thursday at
Louise Smith’s home has a new name.
They are now calling themselves the C.
I. A. (Christians in Action) Discussion
Group. They meet every Thursday at
10:30 am and are open to everyone.
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Stewardship Reflection
“To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for
some benefit.”
(1 Corinthians 12:7)

S

t. Paul tells us that God has blessed each of us for a reason.
How has God blessed you? Are you using your gifts
according to God’s plan; helping to do His work here on earth?
Remember that if you don’t do the work God planned for you,
no one else can do it.
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Participating in the Services
Saturday, January 16th
5 pm
Usher
Lectors
Chalicer

Richard Turner
Janet Congdon, Barbara Grant
Sue Truner

Saturday, January 23rd
5 pm
Ushers
Lectors
Chalicer

Sunday, January 17th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Brenda Weir, Joan Wilson
Joan Wilson
Beverly Deickler
Dick Leavenworth

10 am
Usher
Russ DePace
Lectors
Ed Hord, Amy Williams
Chalicers Mieke Weggeman, Amy Williams
Intercessor Duke Breon
Acolytes
Hannah Kimball, Jake Kimball
Counter
Leslie Albrecht
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Brenda Weir, Lois Zane
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Rich Baird,
Bonnie Leavenworth, Mieke Weggeman

Matthew Daly Lehman, Dale White
Thayer Daly Lehman, Pam Lehman
Gaby Drews

Sunday, January 24th
8 am
Ushers
Lector
Chalicer
Intercessor

Maureen & Jack Well
Bonnie Leavenworth
Bonnie Leavenworth
Isobel Moore

10 am
Ushers
Madeline & Ed Daigneault
Lectors
Kristin & Ed Daigneault
Chalicers Phoebe Hale, Ed Hord
Intercessor Ed Hord
Acolyte
Molly Robinson
Counter
Ron Roberts
Altar Guild: Marianne Daly, Pam Lehman,
Isobel Moore, Brenda Weir
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Wrey Trompeter,
Nancy Twinem

Please remember to arrange for your own replacements and to keep the office informed of
any changes at st.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net.

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS
January 24th - Annual Parish Meeting Potluck!
January 31st - Erin Jacques

Hebrews 13:2 - Do not neglect to show
hospitality to strangers, for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
St. Paul’s Church
294 Main Street South
Woodbury, Connecticut 06798
Office: 203-263-3541
St.paulswoodbury@stpaulswoodbury.net

Website: stpaulswoodbury.org
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